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Number of Planes 
Brought Down in 1937 

The Ministry of National Defence has made public the 
following figures giving the results of air battles during 1937 : 

GOVERNMENT PLANES BROUGHT DOWN BY THE 
REBELS 

January : 3 bombers, 1 pursuit plane, 1 observation plane ; 
total, 5. 

February : 2 bombers, 3 pursuit planes ; total, 5. 

March : 2 bombers, 3 pursuit planes, total, 5. 

April : 4 pursuit planes ; total, 4. 

May : 2 bombers, 6 pursuit planes ; total, 8. 

June : 3 bombers, 5 pursuit planes, 2 seaplanes ; total, 10 

July: 7 bombers, 12 pursuit planes, 1 seaplane ; total, 20 

August : 4 bombers, 6 pursuit planes ; total, 20. 

September : 3 bombers, 6 pursuit planes ; total, 9. 

October : 3 bombers, 1 pursuit plane ; total, 4. 

November : 3 pursuit planes ; total, 3. 

December : 3 bombers. 6 pursuit planes ; total, 9. 

Total number of Republican planes lost, 92. 

REBEL PLANES BROUGHT DOWN BY THE GOVERNMENT 
AIR FORCE 

January : 3 Junkers bombers, 13 Fiat pursuit planes, 3 Hein- 
kel pursuit planes, 5 planes of unknown type ; total, 24. 

February: 4 Junkers bombers, 11 Heinkels, 6 planes of 
unknown type ; total 21. 

March : 1 Fokker bomber, 1 Junkers bomber, 14 Fiat 

pursuit planes, 2 Heinkels ; total, 18. 

April : 2 Junkers bombers, 5 Heinkels, 5 sea-planes, 8 Fiat 
pursuit planes ; total, 20. 

May : 4 Fiat pursuit planes, 2 planes of unknown type ; 
total, 6. 

June : 36 Fiat pursuit planes, 1 Junkers bombers 2 planes 
of unknown type ; total, 39. 

July : 9 Junkers bombers, 13 Heinkels, 5 observation pla- 
nes, 3 planes of unknown type, 48 Fiat pursuit planes ; total, 78. 

August : 2 Junkers bombers, 1 twin-engined plane, 15 pla- 
nes of unknown type, 12 Fiat pursuit planes ; total, 30. 

September : 3 Junkers bombers, 3 twin-engined planes, 3 
Romeos, 15 Fiat pursuit planes ; total, 24. 

October : 2 Junkers bombers, 1 Savoia, 14 Fiat pursuit 
planes ; total, 17. 

November : None. 

December : 4 Junkers bombers, 1 sea-plane, 1 Meisser- 
schmidt, 10 Fiat pursuit planes ; total, 16. 

Total number of planes lost by the enemy, 293. 



An English-speaking section of 
the International Antifascist Club 
of Barcelona was formed recently 
by a group of British and Ameri- 
can comrades who are in the city. 
The idea was conceived as a result 
of a spontaneous gathering of a 
number of comrades at the Club 
one evening. These English-spea- 
king comrades, heretofore not well 
acquainted with the Club, dis- 
covered that almost every major 
language group was represented in 
it except English. 

This same group met a few days 
later and elected a Provisional 
Committee of four whose function 
was to contact the Secretariat of 
the Club, make arrangements for 
the incorporation of the English- 
speaking, and to inform other com- 
rades not present of the next 
meeting. Moreover, all those at- 




THE HOME of the International 
Antifascist Club, whjere our comra- 
des get together for cultural and re- 
creational activities. 



tendant agreed to pass the word 
on to their acquaintenccs. 

Consequently, more than 30 







comrades turned up at the meeting 
held on Sunday night, February jo. 
Comrade Alonso Elliott, speaking 
foi the Provisional Committee, 
reported. In explaining the aims nt 
the International Antifascist Club, 
he said the club existed to provide 
the various antifascist nationalities 
with a place where they can come 
for political or social purposes. He 
said the club accepted in its ranks 
only those whr were decided anti- 
fascists and were contributing in 
some way toward the winning of 
the war for the Loyalist Govern* 
ment. 

Elliott explained that the faci- 
lities at the disposal oi the members 
included a library, billard room, 
ping-pong room, bar, an audito- 
rium. class rooms for study or me- 
eting, radio, chess, checkers, and 
other features. 

After the application blanks for 
membership were filled and hail, 
ded in the body elected an Execu- 
tive Committee of five to carry 01. 



the work of English-speaking 
section. Two of the Exequtivc 
Committee will represent the- Sec- 
tion on the Executive of the In- 
ternational Antifascist Club itself. 
The Committee members as con- 
sisted at this tint', ire : M. Lesser, 
A. Elliott, T. lolin, Kathleau 
Cresswell and Ned Golomb. 

A motion was made and passed 
setting every Saturday night, 9 
o’clock as the regular meeting time 



lor the English-speaking members 
to get together. 

The Club is open to all member** 
every day. It is located in the “Casa 
Degli Italiani”. Pasaje Mendez 
Vigo, No. 8. 
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To the Commander of the 15 th 
and to his Entire Estado 



Brigade 

Mayor 



Spanish Comrades in 59 th Battalion 
Express to Copic Their Confidence and 
Hope for Continued Action Within 15 th 
International Brigade 

Spanish officers and soldiers comprising the 59th (Spanish) 
Battalion of the 15th International Brigade have affirmed their 
hope that future actions will find them fighting, as in the 
past, as part of the International Brigade. 

Their statment, reproduced in full on the adjoining page, 
together with all of their signatures, expresses their con- 
fidence in their Brigade Commander, Lieutenant-Colonel Copic, 
and in his entire staff. The statement follows in full : 

•The officers and soldiers of the 59th Battalion, in ob- 
serving the first anniversary of the Fifteenth Brigade’s Bap- 
tism of Fire, celebrates and reaffirms its decision to realize 
all that 'is beneficial to the cause of the Republic. We are happy 
and proud that we are led by Commanders and officers as com- 
petent as those who comprise our Brigade Estado Mayor. These 
staff officers deserve the maximum confidence ; and we hope 
that in-future actions our Brigade Staff will perform as signa- 
lly as they have until now. We feel it is an honor to belong 
to this Brigade, so outstandingly directed by our esteemed Com- 
mander, Comrade Copic, together with his staff headquarters. 

•We also extend our heartfelt greetings to our equally es- 
teemed comrade, General Walter. 

«We reaffirm and emphasize, with all our hearts, that 
nothing is strong enough to sever our desire and will to belong 
to the International Brigades. » 




Charles Donnelly, Irish Revolutionary 



. A jrre.it tnincl was quenched 
when Charles Donnelly fell, a few 
yards from the fascist trenches, 
on February 27, 1937. Twenty-six 
years old, he had given up a D»r- 
versity career in Dublin to throw 
himself into the working-class 
struggle. He was prominent in 
the unity movement in Ireland, 
and served a jail term for strike 
activity. Coming to .Spain in De- 
cember 1936, he was the first P«» 
litical Commissar of the Iii*h 
Section of the Lincoln Batta'ier. 

A revolutionary poet of promi- 
se, a keen student, (lie lett unfi- 
nished a biography of James Con- 
uolly in order to give his servi- 
ces to the Spanish people). His 
death is a challenge to those in- 
tellectuals who are still vainly 
attempting flight from the reali- 



ties of a world yet to he won for 
freedom. 

With him died at Jarama, inte- 
llectuals and workers whose loss 
is keenly felt in Ireland — Kamon 
AIcGrottv, University graduate; 
William Henry, He Hast Socialist ; 
Liam Tumilson, Belfast Commu- 
nist; Hugh Honar, Tirclionaill ; 
I. R. A. veteran, and many 
others who realised that the strug- 
gle against fascism in Spain is 
an extension of the Irish struggle 
■against Imperialism and for 
freedom. In their ]>ersoiis, Char- 
les Donnelly and his comrades of 
the Irish unit represented —and 
revealed to us — the real Ireland, 
and in battle they upheld the 
proud traditions of their figliti *g 
race. 




IN A WAR FACTORY 

THE WOOL INDUSTRY 



One of Catalonia’s most im- 
portant industries, well-known in 
Spain and abroad, is the wool in- 
dustry. Soon after the war broke 
out this industry was practically 
paralysed because of the lack of 
raw material. This situation had 
been brought about by the fact 
that the ♦Central Association of 
Livestock Owners*, with head- 
quarters in Madrid, which sup- 
plied mest of the Catalan wool 
industries with wool, was dissolv- 
ed as most of its members sym- 
pathised with the rebellion and, 
at the first opportunity, left Gov- 
ernment Spain. 

The enterprise which suffered 
most from the flight of the mem- 
bers of the ♦ General Association 
o Livestock Owners » was that of 
tlie <• Spanish Wool Producers », 
in Sabadell (Catalonia), tlie most 
important woolcleaning anil 
combing factory in tin* whole of 
Spain. The * General Associa- 
tion of Livestock Owners » had 
supplied most of the raw material 
for the factory ami had held 
shares in it as well. It was na- 
tural, therefore, that the level of 
production should fall rapidly. 

An end was put to this situa- 
tion when in August, 1936, the 
« Association of Livestock Own- 
ers * was confiscated by the Mi- 
nistry of Agriculture, through 
the (General Administration of 
Livestock. The * Association of 
Livestock Owners » was reorga- 
nised under the Ministry of 
Agriculture, which immediately 
began to buy the w'ool which had 
been stored up by the peasants 
and collective organisations for 
some time, since it had l>een im- 
possible for them to put it on the 
market as a result of the flight 
of the members of the « General 
Association of Livestock Own- 
ers*. During the 1936 season the 
General Administration of Li- 
vestock of the Ministry of Agri- 
culture acquired the following 
amounts of wool in various places 
of loyal Spain : 



Province of Badajoz : 



Cabeza de Buey.... 321,931 kg. 

Castuera 89,228 * 

Villanueva de la 

Serena 26,381 * 

Campanario. . . 59.443 * 

Province of Cordova : 

Belalcazar 3°. 567 * 

IVdroclies 4*473 * 

Villanueva de Cor- 
doba 86,159 * 

Pozoblanco 40,425 * 

Alcaracejos 9.832 * 

Province of Ciudad Real : 

Chillon 10,552 » 

Almad&i 8,705 * 

Provinces of Cuen- 
ca and Toledo. . . . 76,440 » 

Total 7^16,116 fig. 



The season w r as entirely suc- 
cessful. More wool was acquir- 
ed by the tieneral Administration 
of Livestock than had been ac- 
quired in previous seasons by the 
♦ General Association of Lives- 
tock Owners ». 

The wool obtained was imme- 
diately handed over to the <■ Span- 
ish Wool Producers *, an enter- 
prise run by a Workers’ Council 
composed of employees and work- 
ers of the * Association of Live- 
stock Owners * in Madrid and 
Sabadell and a delegate of the 
Government, which is under the 
guidance of the General Admi- 
nistration of Livestock. Wool 
began to appear on the market at 
prices not much higher than those 
which existed before the war. 

This season will probably be 
even more successful. In the 
first tw'o months of 1938, 300,000 
kilograms of wool have been 
obtained. It is expected that 
this year the figure will be over 
one million kilograms. 

What has been the result of 
this intensive work ox the Minis- 
ter of Agriculture. The ruin of 
one of the most important Cata- 
an industries has been prevent- 
ries will be able to continue pro- 
duction normally and even com- 
pete with foreign products in fo- 
reign markets. 
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SHIPMATES 



In deceniber, 1936, two men 
crossing the English Channel to 
France got into conversation. Af- 
ter some talk 01 what they were 
going to do. they commenced to 
talk of what they had done and 
had been. 

First they made the discovery 
that both were ex-Navv men. 
Then, after coin] Kiri tig notes, they 
discovered that many years pre- 
viously they had actually served 
together on the same ship. H. M. 
S. Resolution. 




The first seaman was Fred 
Copeman, now Commander of 
the 57th (British) Battalion. The 
other was Sam Wild, now Com- 
mander of the Major Attlee Com- 
pany of the same Battalion. 
(While Copeman is in the hos- 
pital, following a serious opera- 
tion, Wild has become Battalion 
Adjutant. — Editor). 

ACTION TOGETHER 

When Fred and Sam arrived at 
the training base, the first man they 
met ‘was Tom Johnson, who had 



also served with them on the “Re- 
solution” as a marine. Tom is now 
Officer-in-charge of the 15th Bri- 
gade Armory. 

The three shipmates went into 
action together at Jaratna and. to 
quote Sam Wild, ”\Vo woke up to. 
gether in the same hospital at Ali- 
cante”. 

The story of how these three 
fighters, once part of the Impe- 
rialist- armed forces, found their 
separate paths to the cause of the 
people, makes interesting reading. 

FRED COPEMAN 

In 1931, Fred Copeman, serving 
on H. M. S. Norfolk, played a 
leading part in the Invergordon 
mutiny. Discharged from the Navy, 
he quickly became active in the 
working class movement, and be- 
came a prominent figure in the un- 
employed struggles. When the po- 
lice banned meetings at the Labour 
Exchanges. Fred led the fight 
against the ban and went to prison 
four times. 

SAM WILD 

Sam was prevented from taking 
part in the Invergordon mutiny by 
being put in chokcy the day the 
mutiny commenced. Y,ears pre- 
viously his shipmates had dubbed 
him “Moscow Wild”. 

Shortly after the mutiny. Sam 
went the way of all flesh via the 




Dockyard Gate, with all pension 
rights forfeited. The Navy’s loss 
was the Labour .Movement’s gain, 
for Sam found his way there. 

TOM JOHNSON 

Toni Johnson served his full 
period in the Navy and only got 
interested in politics when he 
entered the outside world and came 
face to face with the problems <>f 
his class — of which he is now a 
ptoud and capable servant. 




Toni often bemoans the fact that 
it took him so long to “wake up”. 

All tlr ee shipmates assert their 
unbounded confidence in the class 
consciousness of their fellow Navy 
men. The role that these three 
grand fighters arc playing today 
in Spain is an encouraging pointer 
to the attitude the British Navy is 
likely to take should a similar 
ciisis arise in Britain. 



WHAT LAUNDRY? 

Have you seen the soldier who. 
after listening to a lecture on the 
importance of keeping weapons 
clean, sent his rifle to the laundry? 



Marty Greets Brigade 
on its anniversary 

TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE MEETING 
ORGANIZED BY THE STUDENTS OF 
LAGASCA INSTITUTE TO PAY HO- 
MAGE TO THE 15TH INTERNATIO- 
NAL BRIGADE. 

Esteemed Comrades : 

My warmest greetings to the students and fighters meeting 
in this hall in their Act of Homage to the 15th International 
Brigade. 

In spite of a great desire to be among you during these 
moments, I find it absolutely impossible to do so. But you can 
be assured of my enthusiastic adhesion in your Homage to one 
of our heroic International Brigades, a marvellous expression 
of the Anniversary of the 15th Brigade coincides with the me- 
morable date in the history of the French peoples’ fight for 
Bread, Peace and Liberty. The 12th of February, the French 
working class demonstrated that it could fight fascism through 
the medium of unity of action. 

The Spanish people and the International Brigades will 
continue united in their struggle in the path designed by the 
fighters of the whole world. 

Then, Forward to Victory ! 

Long Live the Spanish Popular Army l 
Long Live the Republic ! 

ANDRE MARTY 
Paris Deputy 
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Hagamos las mil gran, 
des economies en ma- 
| lerial, ropas y viveres. 
Toda economia realize. | 
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TWENTY 

(Acknowledgements to 
dicated in respectfu 
comrades of Februar 

PROLOGUE 

Twenty of us lie here — 

Twenty who crossed continents, 

— oceans, mountains. 

Twenty to strike at the beast 
Time for burial was lacking 

— space and men too. 

Now, through the life of this blood-ei 
Earth, shall we comrades rest tegethe 
Comrades now in the last of all ; the 
The quiet cloak spread over the bed 1 

1 

Seven of us were British. From 
Mighty Brittany's far-flung horde of 
Imperialist booty we sought to erase 
Our shame, our country's sin against 
Fatal that day on the Jarama — 

Fatal only to pail mortal flesh. 

II 

I was an actor from Boston. 
Communist for six years, I tried to a 
My share to mold the spirit of the m 
No hypocritical « Pro Patria » adorns 1 
Blinding lunge, a crash — and eternit 

III 

From New York, mighty-spired Gotha 
To the rambling fields of Spain I spe: 
Statesman, politicians corrupt, shrift* 
But we came. Short was my mortal 4 
Than a winter’s day. But eternally sh 
Lie here — and eternally vigilant. 

IV 

History was in our hands, hard labor- 
Hands, when we left — we five Irish. 
We’ve made, bloody, fearful, glorious. 
Proud of the traditions we bore, prom 
We found the answer, too soon quiet 
But we smile content from the vomb 

V 

Six Americans are we, bloody bulks n 
Given to those shared our intimacy, t 
From the mighty states — six who j n 
<• Attack *> went the word. And deatn 1 
Medieval monsters of destruction endei 
Yet gave us what we never knew — a 

EPILOGUE 

Soon shall reach the last roll of man- 
Soon the weary living tread the soft r 
But flowers, new and fresh aud wet, I 
Death in too-famihai guise guards the 
As do our comrddes, with unseeing ev 
And when the far-off tales are told, 0 
A thousand minds will flicker back to 
Came the new dead. The climbing lies 

I 
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OF US 

Edgar Lee Masters. De- 
memory of our fallen 
f 27, 1937.) 



riched 

r. 

*rey, 
<f life. 



innocents. 



Id 

us 

no common last bed 

i. 



n 

it my quiet life 
I Red » — 
toy, shorter 
III I 



roughened 

History 

of our faith, too soon 
darkness. 

>ur vengeance, • Pasaremos *. 



iw, unrecognizable, 
l of us 
► vuick fates, 
oon followed fast, 
i the short earthly stay — 
permanent home. 



nade thunder. 

>ad back. 

■loom on one huge tomb, 
horizon 
es. 

the brave and the quick and the dead, 
Jarama, from which there soon 
i is gone, but only the flesh. 

JOSEPH ROSENSTEIN 



“Soy un soldado y no un charlatan, 
y ya he hablado demasiado" 

La popularidad del ex-general Oueipo, segun un periodista hitleriano 



Visitada Espana facciosa por 
Wien numero de periodistas fascis- 
tas y nazis, no podia faltar e e- 
dactor jefe del Hamburger Frcin- 
dcnblatt, doctor Sven von Muller, 
y su preseneia en sScvilla habia de 
significarse con la obligada visita 
a? jefe mifitar faccioso de Anda- 
lucia, el ex general Gonzalo Quei- 
po de Llano. 

En el citado diario de Hambur- 
go aparece, el 12 de febrero, la 
entrevista entre el mencionado pe- 
riodista hitleriano y el cabecilla 
rclielde. 

La informacion va precedida de 
una fotografia cWl ex general, don- 
de una dedicatoria expresa la admi- 
racion.de Queipo de Llano por el 
pueblo nazi. 

La crdnica del periodista aleninn 
cinpieza diciendo que “cuando los 
andaluces hablan de su general, su 
entusiasmo se refierc a un compa- 
triota tjue tiene tres grandes me- 
ritos”. 

Veanios cuales son, segun cste' 
escritor hitleriano, los tres grandes 
meritos de Queipo : 

r.° u El rasgo dc bravura por cl 
cnal cogid dc impro\'iso a los sevi- 
I la nos — ; A que Hama Von Mul- 
ler rasgo de bravura?... Reconocer 
la popularidad de Queipo, la popu- 
laridad entre las tertulias de seno- 
ritos holgazanes. puede ser en cier- 
to niodo popularidad. El pueblo de 
Sevilla, los millares de seres enlu- 
tados por la matanza de sus parien- 
tes y seres queridos “cuando el ca- 
becilla los cogio de improviso”, no 
seran (juienes presten calor a esa 
popularidad. Es bastante sarcastica 
esta apreciacion <lel periodista ham- 
burgues, porque un verdugo no 
puede scr nunca legitimamente po- 
pular. Si acaso, puede scr tristc- 
mente eelehre ; que no es lo niismo. 

2. 0 11 La rapidez dc las operacio- 
ncs dc Malaga — Von Miiller atri- 
huyc ese triunfo al ex general fac- 
cioso, v luego, en el misnio articulo 
— como mas adelante destacamos — . 
habia, por boca del propio Queipo 
de Llano, de los doce batalloncs 

jJlilllltilll|lllll<l|1l<||ll!||fi|||||l|||||<|ll|||||||1l|||||H||||||||i||||||||||||r 

} En nuettras Brlgidai 
| Internacionales debe ha- | 
l ber el mayor porcen- | 
taje de elates y oficialet | 
salidos de las Bias de lot 
nuevos reclntai | 
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italianos que tomaron parte en la 
toma de aquclla ciudad. 

3." u En la cucstion del orden so- 
cial... que es para cl asunto dc co- 
razdn." — Hemos citado, de paso, 
las matanzas que dirigio el general, 
cn Sevilla, contra republicanos y 
obreros de tendencias izquierdistas. 
lnsiste, el redactor-jefe del Ham- 
burger Frcindcnbiatt, en aceptar el 
crimen del ex general como uno de 
sus tres grandes meritos. Es un 
merito especial y digno del aludi- 
do cal>ecilla. Asi se comprende, con 
esta logica de acepciones, que el 
periodista crea eminentemente' po- 
pular al militar traidor. 

HABlA HABLADO DEMAS1ADO 

‘Wo pregunte al general — dice 
en su cronica el periodista de Ham- 
burgo — por que habia cesado en 
sus discursos por la radio. £1 de- 
clare, sonriendo. que era un solda- 
do v no un charlatan, y que habia 
hablado ya demasiado.” 

Buena confesion. El propio spea- 
ker declara que habia hablado de- 
masiado. Esto fue lo que motivo en 
Rurgos, cansados de soportar el ri- 
dicule) efecto de sus deplorables 
conferencias nocturnas, el cese del 
ex general como charlista. 

“Franco me ha ofrecido una car- 
tera en su nuevo “ministerio” y 



yo no he aceptado. Prefiero seguir 
como general en Andalucia.” 

Esto es: quiere seguir siendo el 
“amo de Andalucia”. 

“Quiero dedicarme a mis que- 
haceres como general” — termina 
diciendo el “alegre” fascista sevi- 
llano. 

Quipo cuenta al periodista como 
cr.yo Malaga, y dice que preparo 
fuerzas espaolas y “doce batallones 
italianos en siete columnas para la 
marcha concentrica sobre Malaga”. 

El periodista transcribe fielmen- 
te esta declaracion, que, por si sola, 
es bastante elocuente. Sabido es 
que sobre las divisiones italianas el 
cx general — ni ningiin militar fas- 
cioso — tiene competencia ni auto- 
ridad alguna ; por lo que se deduce, 
sin que necesitemos que el reporter 
nazi lo detalle, que no fue el “he- 
roico general” el conquistador de 
Malaga, cuando el mismo cita a las 
fuerzas italianas que realizaron lo 
operacion. 

Puede felicitarse el cronista y re- 
dactor-jefe del Hamburger Frci- 
dcnblatt : con todo lo que relata, no 
habra quien dude de que Queipo 
es “eminentemente” popular, aun- 
cjue no lo dejen bablar m.as por 
radio y Franco no le hava dado 
cartera auguna en su nuevo “go- 
bierno”. 



Marty saluda la Brigada en 
su aniversario 

A LA PRESIDENC1A DEL ACTO H0- 
MENAJE A LA 15 BRIGADA INTER- 
NACIONAL ORGANIZADA POR LOS 
ESTUDIANTES DEL INSTITUTO LA- 
GASCA. 

Estimados Camaradas : 

Envio a los estudiantes y combatlentes reunidos en esta 
sala, en el Acto de Homenaje a la 15 Brigada Internacional 
mi mas caluroso saludo. 

A pesar de mi gran deseo de encontrarme entre vosotros 
en estos momentos, me es absolutamente imposible de hacerlo 
Pero podeis estar seguros de mi entusiasta adhesl6n a vuestro 
homenaje a una de nuestras heroicas Brigadas Internacionales 
expresion maravillosa de la Solidarldad Internacional y de la 
Unidad de Acci6n. La conmemoraciAn del Aniversario de la 15 
Brigada coincide con la fecha memorable en la historia del 
Pueblo francos por el pan, la paz y la libertad. El 12 de febrero 
la clase obrera francesa demostrA que se puede batir al fascismo 
por medio de la unidad de acciAn. 

El pueblo espaiiol y las Brigadas Internacionales firme- 
mente unidos continuarAn su lucha sobre el camino trazado 
por los combatlentes del mundo entero. 

Adelante, pues, hasta la victoria ! 

Viva el Ejlrcito Popular espaiiol ! 

Viva la Repiiblica ! 

ANDRE MARTY 
Diputado de Paris 
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LEARN SPANISH 



American and British comrades, learn Spanish ! Many 
have already picked it up fairly well. All should follow their 
example. It is our anti-fascist duty. 

The matter is important. Our relations with the Spanish 
people in the towns where we trained, rested or went on leave 
have been excellent. They have welcomed us warmly, and we 

have behaved decently. That 
is the way it should be. With 
the Spanish fighters in our 
ranks the comradeship has 
been even deeper. That too is 
natural, for the intimacy bred 
in trenches and battles is as 
intense as it is necessary. But 
a better knowledge of Spanish 
would enable us to learn much 
more of what our Spanish 
friends have to teach us. 

It would be foolish to overs- 
tress the point and argue that 
unless we master the language 
we are not doing our best to 
win the war. The record of an 
increasingly victorious year in 
action shows how carefully we 
are attending to that funda- 
mental purpose. Nor can it be 
particularly relevant, in the 
midst of battles, to point out the cultural value of speaking an 
additional tongue. But what is vital is the fact that we must 
learn Spanish in order to fulfil our our mission here with the 
maximum effectiveness. 

This effectiveness demands the closest and most intimate 
relationship possible with our Spanish fellow-fighters in our 
Brigade. Such intimacy in turn depends largely on a good 
working knowledge of the language, sufficient to meet not 
only the most important but also the most trivial questions and 
demands made upon our understanding. 

In the future, when the question i, Habla Vd. espanol ?» 
is asked, our reply must be not a stuttering «Un poco* but a 
prompt and confident «SI, camarada !» 




IN THE FASCIST ZONE 



ON FEBRUARY 21, fourteen 
fascist planes were brought down 
by our « Chatos ». Among them 
were 5 Meisserschmidts and 4 
Fiats. After the capture of Teruel 
by the Republican Army, Franco 
sent distressing telegrams to Rome 
and Berlin. He pleaded for imme- 
diate and effective aid. He was 
promised it. Since then scores of 
planes have been flying over the 
Rhineinto rebel Spain. Ships loaded 
from Italy with cannons, machine 
guns, grenades, bombs, rifles, ex- 
plosives, tanks, petrol, and other 
war material have been slipping 
into the fascist ports of Cadiz. It 
looks like the Fuhrer and the Duke 
are set on moving into Francoland 




bag and baggage. But one thing 
that worries Franco is the defiant 
way our « Glorioso * checks liis 
guests’ baggage. SHED A TEAR 
folks. Oueipo de Glano’s boss, 
Martinez Anido (said to be the 
real owner of rebel Spain) has just 
cracked down on Oueipo by pro- 
hibiting him from speaking over 
Radio Seville. Oueipo and Anido 
are great enemies. When Anido 
decreed that Queipo cease broad- 
casting, Queipo resisted. Then 
Franco came along and told Oueipo 
to mind his manners and obey his 
* superior *. The Seville General 
renounced his resistence but de- 
clared he would revenge himself 
soon. A SERIOUS INCIDENT 
took place between Nicolas Franco, 
brother of the rebel General, and 
Anido. The latter never could look 
at Nicolas without sensing a fee- 
ling of violent revolution in his 
stomach. This was mainly because 
of the influence Nicolas derived 
from his brother's position. To 
keep jealous Anido’s feathers down 
the General was forced to sacrifice 
his kid brother by sending him 
to Portugal as the representative 
of the Rebel Government. BOSS 



ANIDO has been demonstrating 
open hostility lately towards the 
Catalonians in liis territory, The 
Catalonians, it is said, are furious 
against the « Generalissimo * for 
double-crossing them on certain 
promises. These promises, they 
claim, were made by Franco to 
induce them to fight against the 




Republic. Now they’re sorry' they 
ever belived him. IT IS NOW well 
known that the hatred wh!cli exists 
between Anido and the Phalangists 
is growing more intense every day . 
W hat a popular guy this Anido 
must be . FASCIST organizations 
have infiltrated in Vizcaya with all 
the vigor they can muster since 
the fall of the North. Children 
between the ages of 7 and 10 arc 
converted into young soldiers and 
given the name of * Pelayos * ; 
those between the ages of 11 and 14 
are called * Flechas *. Boys bet- 
ween the ages of 15 and iS are ma- 
de iCadetes* and prepared for the 
front. The sum total of the three 
groups are labeled «I,egionarios». 
Recruiting is done by notifying 
the child’s parents of hjs enlist- 
ment. No reply or protest is per- 
mitted. EAST SUNDAY, Hitler 
spoke to the German people. His 
speech can be divided into two 
main parts. In the first part he 
proclaimed himself as the saviour 
of Germany ; in the second lie an- 
nounced sharply that the Third 
Reich was headed for war. He will 
go to war with Italy as h’s •bri- 
lliant second*. War when the 
whole world wai.ts peace. 



WHAT OF IT? 




— There's talk of a new Franco 
British agreement. 

— Why, dear, I thought the Bri- 
tish had always agreed with Franco- 
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THE USE OF FIRE IN MOVEMENT 



By MAJOR ALLAN JOHNSON 

Article III 




In order to illustrate th purpose.', 
for which fire ami movement au- 
used in combination it is Well to 

consider two individuals d and />. 
Both a and b are equally armed, 
equally trained ami equally de 
fended by defensive works. /» de- 
cides to drive a from his pos tioii. 
He begins his attack. 11 is clear 
that before he attacked lie was 
about to shoot at ti and a to shoot 
at him. But the moment that he 
moves, in order lo do so, he has 
to cease firing. It becomes obvious, 
therefore, that h alone will he utia 
Me to drive a from his position. 
A third person, c, must be. emplo- 
yed to help him. Now. while b 
moves, c continues to fire at ii, 
thus preventing him from accu- 
rately shooting at b while in mo- 
vement. B moves a certain dis- 
tance and proceeds to shoot at 
a. allowing c to advance. The 
two of them alternate in fire and 
movement. 

THE ATTACK 

This !:> the principle upon which 
troops, as a whole, work in 
the attack. It is naturally obvious 
from this that troops in the attack 
necessarily attack in greater num- 
bers than the defenders. The prin- 
ciple generally involved is, that 
while some individuals move for- 
ward other individuals continue 
their fire, in order to cover their 
advance. The principle, of course, 
is greatly widened out ill its appli- 
cation. because not only must every 
Soldier, as he advances to a new 
position, take up fire, but he must 
know, roughly, the designated tar- 
get. During the instruction period 
this whole manoeuvre and tactic 
is taught under the heading of 
Musketry. The target in general is 



designated as the “range so much”, 
which the soldier corrects as he 
approaches nearer the target, and 
so many sight leafs in width. In 
other conditions the soldier proce- 
eds to lire across a whole width of 
target and not only at one particu- 
lar point. Each soldier doing this, 
during battle, sets up a screen of 
fire across the entire front. 

FIRE SUPERIORITY 

Before the attack commences it 
is necessary for theattackingtroops 
to gain the superiority of lire. In 
other words, to he able to place so 
much fire upon the enemy as to 
prevent the enemy from firing upon 
troops moving in the open, with 
any degree of success. This supe- 
riority of fire is gained both by 
tile use of machine gun over-head 
file and also by the use of rifle 
while in the actual advance, cease 
die rifle lire, it becomes obvious 
that the amount of fire distributed 
against the enemy front is greatly 
lessened and large alleys are opened 
up. down which the enemy may fire 
with safety. Thus, if troops in the 
attack do not continue to fire as 
they advance, covering each other 
in the movement forward, they re- 
move from themselves their greatest 
protection. In other words, they 
lose the superiority of fire and 
permit themselves to he picked off 
like rabbits while in the open. The 
general tendency with untrained 
troops is to get into the open and 
promptly dig a hole to hide in and 
play ostrich, with the unfortunate 
result that they receive heavy ca- 
sualties, which are entirely unne- 
cessary and which would not occur 
if the elements of musketry were 
put into practice during the advan- 



ce. Tt is understandable that, for 
soldiers newly under fire, self 
protection is instinctively their 
first aim and, apparently, their only 
means of self protection is to dig 
a hole in which to hide. But in 
practice, although not quite so 
obvious, the fact is that this is 
about the most dangerous thing 
that they could do. 1 f they continue 
to tire in an organized manner, as 
they advance, certain individuals 
tiring to cover others digging fox 
holes for themselves and vice versa, 
the losses would be far less and 
advances would be made with great 
security. 

NIGHT ATTACK 

Certain other features in the 
advance of soldiers are important. 
In the day time, soldiers in the 
open in the attack, naturally move 
from cover to cover as individuals. 
How should they move? If they 
are in deflated position it is possible 
t < i movestaudi ng upr ig h t or iti short 
dashes. If they are in low positions, 
upon which the enemy may fire from 
higher points, it is better that they 
should also move in short (lashes. 
But, if they are in flat country, 
where the sweep of fire from the 
enemy covers great distances, it is 



more advisable that they crawl. 
Although this may he a slower 
method of advance the crawling- 
individual target is much harder to 
hit and is very hard, even, to see. 
At night, or in smoke clouds where 
it is necessa > to remain in close 
contact, man with man, the only 
method of advance is in the erect 
position, moving forward slowly 
and quietly, until with.* the correct 
distance, when the assault is made 
suddenly. 

GOOD MUSKETRY VITAL 

For commanders the instruction 
of individuals and smaller units in 
musketry is of the most vital im- 
portance, for once troops are de- 
ployed in action there is little the 
unit commander can do to affect the 
tide of battle, since it is impossible 
fm him to change hjs front once de_ 
ployed, except by using his reser- 
ves. It is w’ell for soldiers and com- 
manders to bear this in mind and, 
therefore, by applying the principles 
of musketry to carry forward their 
advances with the best technique 
available, that of Musketry, and 
therein achieve their objective with 
fewer casualties and more certainty 



"f success. 
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THE MILITARY SITUATION TODAY 



BARCELONA, Feb. 22 .— Follo- 
wing^ heroic res istence lasting over 
four days the Republican Com- 
mand last night ordered their 
forces to evacuate Tciucl in face 
of the pinchers movement with 
which the fascist forces threate 
iicAtociicireletheni. In view of this 
the Commander of the 46th. l)i 
vision, which had been entrusted 
with the defence of Teruel itself 
and which for over 4S hours had 
held up tile cuemy forces attac- 
king the city from three sides, 
mustered his forces together and 
succeeded in forcing an exit toge 



tlier with all his men and mate- 
rial. 

The present offensive, wich is 
the fourth large-scale operation 
the rebel command Ills untertak- 
eii since the capture of Teruel 
by the Republican forces oil De- 
cember .12nd., began on Thurs- 
day when the fascist forces, sup- 
ported by an enormous number of 
planes ami a large amount of 
heavy artillery, forced tlieir pas- 
sage to the left bank of the Ri- 
ver Alfambra five or six miles 
to the uotheast of Teruel. The 
following day they continued the 
advauce and occupied the village 
of Valdecvbro, thus outflanking 
Teruel on the Kast. The next 
mow was l* n storm the Mansueto, 
a hill lying between Yaldeeebro 
and Teruel, which holds a com- 
manding position Fr->m here the 

Todo nuevo recluta 
debe ver en cada | 
antiguo combatiente | 
internacional a su j 
mejor amigo y el 
mas experimentado 
camarada de lucha. j 

■ 'iliilllimillllHtllUtllll.: .' • 1 1 M'-l H . I '.I' - 



enemy advanced towards Cas- 
tralvo, which lies to the south 
of the main road to Valencia and 
at the same time liegaii to press 
from their positions to the west 
<»f Teruel. Here the Republicans 
retreated across the River Tnria 
and eventually, as the circle 
around it grew tighter, decided 
to abandon the city itself. 

The fascist advance was pos- 
sible only as a result of the tre- 
mendous reinforcements of planes 
and artillery which Hitler and 
Mussolini have supplied to Fran, 
co in recent weeks. It is essen- 



tial to point out that at a time 
when Italy talks of withdrawing 

• volunteers* from Spain, she is 
not withdrawing, but is actually 
increasing technical aid in the 
form of heavy artillery and aero- 
planes. The offer to withdraw 

• volunteer* combatants should de- 
icive nobody. For Mussolini rea- 
lises that the present Republican 
soldiers arc far superior to Italian 

• volunteers* conscripted to fight 
for nil alien cause in a foreign 
country. The only way in which 
he can avoid defeat in Spain is 



by tremendously increasing, the 
supply of planes and artillery. 
And the result of this increase 
is the recapture by the fascist 
of Teruel. 

This concentrated attack against 
Teruel has been purposely deli- 
vered a|t a cTiicia|l moment in 
international polities in order to 
give Italy a stronger bargaining 
weapon with the British Govern 
tuent. 

From a strictly military point 
of view the recapture of Teruel 
is not- as spectacular as it may at 
first appear to the casual obser- 
ver. This is the fourth counter- 
offensive the rebels have been 
forced to undertake in order to 
repair the moral damage caused 
them by the l<*ss of Teruel. Or 
to put it more concretely, what 
the Republicans captured in six 
days with the loss of only 200 
killed tile rebels have taken two 
mouths to recapture, and in doing 
so have lost tens of thousands 
of men. 

But, despite this temporary re- 
verse, the Republicans have still 
gained tlieir main objective. They 
forced the rebel command to give 
up the idea of attacking at Gua- 
dalajara or ou some other front 
and have obliged them to employ 
all their fir^t-elass men and ma- 
terial merely to recapture what 
at the best of times was only 
a small provincial capital of 
12,000 inhabitants and today fo- 
llowing repeated fascist bombard- 
ments is little more than a heap 
of ruins. 

Taking all in all, the Republi- 
cans have lost little and have 
made some very important gains. 
They have succeeded in gaining 
two months of valuable time 
which, translated into the offen- 
sive strength added to the Spa 
nisli People’s Army, may well 
be one of the decisive factors of 
the war as a whole 




“All German”, Says 
Pilot in Interview 

The well-known Committee of 
Non-Intervention has revived after 
a long recess and is once more 
engaged in whatever its activities 
might be called. With headquarters 
in London, however, it is quite pos- 
sible that during its hibernation the 
committee ran across the follow- 
ing interview that the Vienna 
correspondent of the London “Dai- 
ly Express” had with one of the 
tw^nty-sixv4rf erman aviators who 
deserted from the famous “Richtho- 
fen Squadron”. It should be borne 
in mind th£t the “Daily Express” 
has always been a firm supporter 
of the policy called non-intervent- 
ion. 

The interview contains the follow- 

t 

ing statement by the German flier : 
“I was a member of Section 334 
of the squadron. At the beginning 
of last Augpst we received an order 
to present ourselves as “volunteers” 
for service in Spain. We sailed 
from Kiel in a German merchant 
vessel with 46 planes and about 
200 aviators and mechanics on 
board. In Spain we were taken to 
an airfield near Salamanca. We 
-laved there two months, during 
which we took part in fourteen 
aerial combats, losing six planes 
and twelve pilots. 

“The personnel at this field was 
exclusively German. There was not 
one Spanish flier. On October 2b 
we returned to Germany by vessel 
again to Kiel. This leave was based 
on the understanding that we would 
return to Spain 011 December 1. 
Needless to say, we never did.” 

£•■« II" ‘ ' ■-■-•l*(l*ltll*l.ll a l(IimiMUI>lt.i-M-l ll*l |!>*«|(.I|||| • . v 

I Por todos partes 
debe existir el espi- 
{ ritu entusiasta de 
: fraternidad que es la 
j base y la fuerza de 
I nuestras Brigadas 
Internacionales. 
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NEGRIN CALLS FOR "THE WILL TO CONQUER" 
IN RADIO BROADCAST TO THE NATION 



«The will to conquer should ring like a sonq of 
certainty and strength at the lathes, at the wheels in 
the factories, in the work of the peasants, in offices 
and workshops. And with a model rearguard working 
at the highest tension in the service of our arms, we 
shall be able to say to our heroic fighters : 

«Officers, Commissars and Soldiers of the People's 
Army ! All the Spaniards are endeavoring to excel 
themselves. Excel yourselves, do not yield an inch of 
ground to the foreign invaders. With rigid discipline, 
with conscientious training, with invincible heroism, 
make of our Army the victorious Army of an indepen- 
dent, free and happy Spain. » 



The evacuation of Teruel does 
not in any way diminish the cer- 
tainty of a victory for Republican 
Spain over fascism. This was the 
keynote of a radio speech broad- 
cast to the people of Spain by Pri- 
me Minister Juan Negrin on Sa- 
turday night, February 26. 

In his opening remarks Dr. Ne- 
grin said that the great superiority 
of material, which is only transi- 
tory, of the opponent’s army has 
forced the soldiers of the Republic 
to abandon Teruel. * The news », 
he said, « of the evacuation of 
that city was not witheld a single 
instant from the public. » 

He announced that « It has al- 
ways been the pride of the Govern- 
ment of the Republic that it keeps 
the country informed of the exact 
course of our war. No episode 
whether dramatic or daring, has, 
ever been hidden from the nation 
or distorted. » 

Speaking of Teruel, Dr. Negrin 
said : « At Teruel the Republic 

destroyed the enemy’s plans. For 
two months the most violent 
battles since the beginning of the 
war were taking place on this 
front. The Levan te front has, 
therefore, attained extraordinary 
importance both nationally and 
internationally. And the changes 
which took place there show a 
favorable balance for the Republic. 

« The Italo-German command 
has been preparing an offensive 
since the middle of November, 
which was boastingly announced 
with the ‘greatest publicity. It was 
announced by the press, the fas- 
cist radio, and the newspapers of 



el dia en que el Ejerclto 

Popular se posesiono de Teruel, 
rlndieron los ultlmos focos de su 
resistencia interior, cretatnos en la 
victoria de la causa republicana 
con ia misma conviccidn, con la 
misma fe que creemos en ella ahora 
que Teruel, por obra exclusiva de 
la artilleria y la aviacidn italo- 
germanica, no es de la Republics, 
no es de Espafia. Nuestra voluntad 
de victoria y nuestra segura con- 
fianza en el triunfo no han sufrido 
disminucidn. Las conservamos in- 
tactas y las vivificamos con nues- 
tros entusiasmos y trabajos. 

Dr. Juan NkcrIn 



the countries which are invading 
Spain. This offensive was used by 
the diplomats of those countries 
in order to further their intrigues 
in the chanceries. Merely the pro- 
paganda about this offensive, which 
it was declared would be a decisive 
one. was in itself a weapon which 
the enemy was using against us. 
For the leaders of the fascists it 
was also a support by which they 
tried to bolster up the rotten mo- 
rale of their rear. By promising 
a lightning victory they tried to 
animate those of their partisans 
who displayed fatigue and doubt. 
They wished above all else to di- 
sarm and discourage those Spa- 
niards in fascist territory who de- 
sire our victory and who are be- 
coming more numerous each day. 

« Under those circumstances, the 
Government of the Republic de- 
cided to put into practice an ele- 
mentary rule of strategy : to upset 
the enemy's plans by striking 
first. The Government decided to 
impose its will on the enemy and 
to oblige them to fight where it 
suited us. In the middle of Decem- 
ber w r e began the Teruel offensive. 
In one week we captured the for- 
tified city. Our Army took thou- 
sands of prisoners. Our splendid 
Air Force brought down many 
German and Italian planes... 

« Our success was a terrible blow 
for the enemy, ihe military pres- 
tige of Italy and Germany crashed 
as it had before at Jarama, Gua- 
dalajara, Brunete, and Belchite. 
In this way the diplomatic maneu- 



vers of these countries were hin- 
dered. Behind the fascist lines 
there was commotion ; seme were 
in panic, the rest rejoicing. As a 
result of the strength shown by the 
Republican Army, the enemy was 
forced to renounce its plans. In 
order to recapture Teruel they 
threw' their best, shock troops 
against our line. These troops had 
been held in preparation for their 
offensive. During two months, in 
view of the courage of our sol- 
diers, entire divisions of the rebel 
army collapsed. The recapture of 
the city which from the beginning 
of January the rebel leaders con- 
sidered certain, appeared to be 
hindered by insuperable difficul- 
ties. The traitors had to ask for 
additional aid from their bosses 
abroad. Many ships laden with 
planes and guns arrived in fascist 
territory from the harbors of Ger- 
many and Italy. With these con- 
siderable reinforcements in ma- 
terial, for which they were paid 
with pieces of the land of our 
fatherland, the enemy was able, 
after two months of desperate 
attempts, to recapture territory 
which has proved a cementery for 
its chosen troops. » 

Negrin continued : « Now' is not 
the time to have more than one 
thought and one desire : to crush 
the enemy. By fighting at the 
front, working more in the rear, 
by pursuing and uncovering them 
when they hide among us. » 

In his closing remarks he stated: 

* These are moments of sacrifice, 



but also of confidence in victory 
Moments which demand that we 
should increase still further the 
common desire which unites all 
of us Spaniards against the enemies 
of the people. 

» A few' days ago an international 
adventurer cynically proclaimed 
from Germany his aim to regulate 
at his caprice the destinies. This 
he will never achieve. The Spanish 
people have never, never allowed 
themselves to be ruled by the will 
of foreigners. They fought in the 
past and are fighting today for 
the right to decide their own des- 
tiny for themselves. 

'> The last foreign cannon-shots 
in Teruel have not been able to 
extinguish the echo of our first 
victory, which will flourish again 
with the help of all in new and 
decisive victories. 

» The will to conq . sr should 
ring like a song of certainty and 
strength at the lathes, at the 
w'heels in the factories, in the w'ork 
of the peasants, in offices and 
workshops. And w'ith a model rear 
working at the highest tension in 
the service of our arms, we shall 
be able to say to our heroic figh 
ters : 

« Officers, Commissars, and Sol- 
diers of the People s Army ! All 
the Spaniards are endeavoring to 
excel themselves. Excel yourselves, 
to not' yield an inch cf ground to 
the foreigners. With rigid discipline, 
with conscientious training, with 
invincible heroism, make of our 
Army the victori cus Army of an 
independent, free, and happv 
SPAIN. » 



Tendreis, soldados del 

pueblo, todo el armamento que 
necesiteis para alcanzar con vues- 
tro valor y vuestra pericia victorias 
decisivas en la Iucha por la liberfad 
de Espana. Para ello, se afanari 
nuestra retaguardia, trabajandom&s 
y mejor, estimulados todos por cl 
sublime anhelo de aportar esfuer- 
zos, desvelos y sacrificios al mis 
rapido triunfo en esta Iucha que 
enorgullece a cuantos en ella 
pareticipan. 

Dr. Juan Negr/n 
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DON MANUEL AZANA 

A Brief Biography of Our President 



Manuel Azaiia Dfaz was burn 
in Alcala <k* llennns mi the first 
of January 1887. Me had his first 
schooling' there. He studied law 
in the college "f MaMi Cristina 
in El Eseorial, and at 20 obtained 
a degree. He went to Madrid with 
the idea of beaming a lawyer 
There he attended the lectures of 
Don Francisco (liner de los Rios 
and began his social life in the 
Atheiieum for literature, Art, 
and Science, where he was to dis 
tinguish himself years later. 

As doctor of Law he was a suc- 
cessful candidate for a vacant pla- 
ce in the Direction (leneral of 
Registers. Obtaining a grant from 
the Council for the Development 
of Studies, he left Spain and 
spent the year 1911 ill Paris. From 
there he sent his first articles to 
the Madrid newspaper «La Co- 
rrespondence de Espafia*, signed 
with the pseudonym Martin Pi 
liol. 

Reputation as speaker 

In a series of speeches in defen- 
ce of the memory of Don Segis 
mundo Morct he sinewed himself 
an excellent speaker and was 
elected first secretary, in 1913, t<. 
the Atheneum of Madrid. 

During the European War, 
1914-1918, he carried out in the 
Atheneum a polity of frank adhe- 
sion to the allied cause, organi- 
sing memorable meetings such as 
the one held in the Hull Ring at 
Madrid. Together with other 
Spanish intellectuals he visited 
the French, English, and Italian 
war fronts, from which he sent 
articles to «E1 Liberal* of Madrid. 

He spent the year 1919-1020 in 
Paris. On his return to Spain he 
founded, with Don Cipriano Ri 
vas Clierif, the literary review, 
«l.a Pluni.i*, a uio-.thlv publica- 
tion which continued to appear 
for two years. Then Azaiia bcca 
me editor of the weekly « Espafia* 
which was suspended in 1925 bv 
the dictatorship of (leneral Primo 
tie Rivera. 

ifis political career began in 
1913 when he joined the Refor- 
mist Party, whose head, Don Mel- 
quiades Alvarez, attempted an 
impossible liberal collaboration 
with the monarchy. Opposed to 
the passive attitude df this party, 
A /.ana, with a group of friends, 
founded the •Republican Action®. 




Between 1920 and 1931 lie wrote 
and published «The Harden «>f the 
Friars*, an autobiographical no- 
vel ak*ut his childish meditations 
in El Eseorial ; «The Life of Don 
Juan Valera*, which was awarded 
the First Prize of National Lite- 
rature and «La Corona* (The 
Crown), a dramatic work, lie 
translated Burrow’s Bible in 
Spain, Merimcc’s «llis Holiness 
Coach* and Chesterton’s •The 
Orb and the Cross*. 

Minister of war 

He took part in the Pact of San 
Sebastian where the representati- 
ves of the Republican Action, the 
Radical Party. Catalan Kstpicvra, 
Halician Lcfi and Socialist Party, 
met togethei ; and he revealed 
himself to the masses as a great 
sneaker in the meeting of 1930 in 
the Bull Ring in Madrid. 

On the occasion « if the upri-iug 
of Jaca, the members of this com- 
mittee were pursued by the poli- 
ce, and some were imprisoned. 
But But Manuel Azaiia escaped. 

When the Republic was csta 
blished by a majoritv vote, Alca- 
la Zamora became President and 
Azaiia received tbe portfolio of 
War. 

Tbe Minister of War is usually 
a military man. Azaiia made im- 
portant reforms in tbe army. He 
had published years earlier the 
first volume of a work on •Stu- 
dies in French Contemporary Po- 
litics. 1. Military Policy*. 

Reforms 

When Alcala Zamora resigned, 
Don Manuel Azaiia was elected 



Prime Minister and held his post, 
as well as that of War Minister, 
up to 1933. 

During his term of office he 
had to suppress various extre- 
mist movements of which the 
most dangerous was the military 
monarchist insurrection of Au- 
gust 1932, led by (leneral San- 
jurjo, wbo was arrested and sen- 
tenced to death. The sentence, 
however, was not carried out. 

After the Constitution was ap- 
proved, the chief of state elected, 
and the Law of Agrarian Reform 
passed, as well ns the Statute of 
Catalonia and the Divorce Law, 
there were still lacking a scries 
of complementary laws which had 
to be approved by the Cortes. The 
President differed with the Cortes 
in the matter of these laws. Alt- 
hough Parliament voted eonfiden. 
ce in his. government, Azaiia hail 
no confidence in the Cortes, and 
therefore dissolved it, thus gran- 
ting power to Lerroux. 

Azaiia was elected deputy for 
Bilbao in the new elections, and 
took his place in the opposition. 
He saw that the Republic was 
being betrayed by its worst ene- 
mies. lie took 110 part in the Oc- 
tober uprising, which was provo. 
ked by the C. E. D. A. (a reac- 
tionary party) which was taking 
part in the government although 
it did not respect the regime. Ne- 
vertheless, lie was arrested and 
interned on a warship in the port 
of Barcelona. 

Ilis innocence established at 
law, he returned to political life. 
In the fields of Mcstalla iValen 
cia), Lascsarre (Bilbao) and Co- 
millas (Madrid) crowds of bun 
dreds of thousands of people no. 
llcctod t<> hear him. This was at 
the beginning of the vigorous >v 
action «.f the Spanish left parties. 
On the triumph of the Popular 
Front, in February 193b, Manuel 
Azaiia became Prime Minister. 

Zamora was removed from the 
presidents, and Don Diego Mar- 
tinez Barrio occupied the post 
provisionally. Later Azaiia was 
elected president. 

Don Santiago Casares Quiroga 
became Prime Minister. 

On the 17th of July, 1936 the 
military uprising took place. Aza- 
lia has remained President and 
representative of the Spanish 
people. 



La p^rdldo de Terucl no 
debe influir en el Animo 
de los combaiiente* 

-LOS SACRIFICIOS DE HOY, 
FRUCTIFICARAN F,N I.A VIC- 
TORIA DE MASANA 

Todo el mundo en su puesto — dice 
el general Jefe del Estado Mayor 
Central, — cumpliendo su deber 
de espaiiol, y no se har&n esperar 
los dias de triunfo 

K1 Minister io de Defensa Na- 
cional ha facilitado la siguiente 
nota : 

• El dia 22, despues de la eva- 
cuacion de Terucl, el general jefe 
d 1 Estado Mayor Central dirigio 
a las fuerzas del Ejercito de Le- 
vante la siguiente orden general : 

« La situaeion tActica creada alre- 
dedor de la plaza de Teruel, con 
la caida del Mansueto y Santa 
Barbara, producida el pasado dia 19 
despues de un brutal ataque de 
aviacidn y artillerfa enemigas, de 
mAs de diez horas, se resolvio en 
la jornada de ayer desfavorable- 
mente para nuestras armas. Las 
tropas que la def endian, despuds 
de agotar sus posibilidades de re- 
si stenci a, ataeadas por tres f rentes 
y envueltas desde las eatorce se 
ayer, lograron, ya de noche, con- 
(lucidas por su jefe, abrirse paso 
a viva fuerza a travds de las lmeas 
cnemigas y replegarse a nuestras 
posiciones del sur de la plaza. 

La caida de Teruel, conquistado 
con tanta pericia y abnegacion por 
nuestro Ejercito, no debe influir 
depresivamente en el Animo de los 
eombatientes, sino, por el con- 
trario, exaltar su fortaleza moral. 

La guerra es sacrificio, y es pre- 
ciso saber afrontar este en los 
momentos que la guerra lo exige, 
seguros de que los sacrificios de hoy 
fructificaran manana en la victoria 
de la causa popular que defen- 
demos. 

Si la conquista de Teruel fue un 
airon de gloria para el Ejercito 
Popular, su perdida no puede te- 
ller mAs importancia que el dolor 
de pasar a manos de nuestros in- 
vasores un trozo mas de nuestro 
sitelo. 

El mando del Ejercito Popular, 
epuestamente a la conducta que 
siguen los rebeldes, no tiene por 
que ocultar los reveses. Los espi- 
ritus fuertes y los Amnios bien 
teinplados se sorjan en Ja adver- 
sidad? Por eso el mando espera que 
todos los iefes, subordinates y las 
tropas saldrAn de la dura expe- 
riencia de las cuatro ultimas jor- 
nadas con la decision inquebran- 
table de afrontar las nuevas situa- 
ciones por dif idles que scan. La 
de hoy no es grave, ni siquiera 
dificib Que todo el mundo se man- 
tenga en su puesto, simplemente, 
cumpliendo su deber de espaiiol 
y no se haran esperas los dias de 
triunfo. 

De orden del ministro de Defensa 
National. — El general jefe del 
Estado Mayor Central, Vicente 
Rojo. * 

De la conjuncidn de 

los tres esfuerzos — Ejercito, reta- 
guardia y Gobierno — surgirA la 
victoria republicana de que Espana 
espera su renacer. 

Dr. Juan NegrIn 
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LA EVACUACION DE TERUEL Y LA NOTA 
OFICIOSA DEL GOBIERNO 



Tardaron dos mcses cu recuperar 
lo que habian perdido en seis dias. 
Y su penosa victoria del 22 de fe- 
brero no puede ser. honradamente, 
militarmente, tecnicamente, apun- 
tada en su haber. Se la deben de un 
modo integro y total, de un modo 
que no deja lugar a dudas, al Co- 
mite de No Intervencion en sen- 
tido unico, de Londres. j Sea para 
sus miembros la gloria ! V su prc- 
sidente, el inefable y casi invercsi- 
mil Lord Plymouth, pescador de ca- 
na en Ios week-ends, reciba de los 
espanoles, de los espanoles que me- 
recen todavia llamarsc asi, un enio- 
cionado y hondisimo recuerdo. Ten- 
ga la seguridad de que no le olvi- 
daremos nunca. 

* * * 

Acordemonos... Era en diciem- 
bre. En torno a Siguenza. se aglo- 
meraban las artillenas facciosas : 
baterias de todos los calibres, pero 
predominando los mdeianos'y los 
grandes ; carros de asalto en nume- 
ro crecidisimo; centenares de ame- 
tralladoras ; repuestos fantasticos de 
inuniciones ; viveres, ambulancias : 
todo lo que hay que esperar en una 
ofensiva a fondo, de la que se espe- 
ra resultados de mucho alcance es- 
trategico. El que escribe estos hu- 
mildes comentarios intrascendentcs. 
presencio. cuando la Guerra Euro- 
pea, en el f rente aliado occidental 
de Francia, Belgica y Alsacia. es- 
pectaculo semejante. v debe decir 
que, a despecho de la importancia 
que entonces ya se daba a la meca- 
nica v a la quimica, sobre lo que 
llamaban los alemanes, cinicaniente, 
con su racial y nacional desprecio 
del individuo. “material liumano”, 
todavia Io.^ generalisinios y sus es- 
tados mavores atendian mas a la 
calidad de las fuerzas. c|ue al he- 
rramental destructive) que habia dc 
confiarseles. No es que creyeran. 
con el ruso Souwaroff. que “la bnla 
es loca v cuerda la bayuneta” : es 
que su nientalidad occidentalista. li- 
beral y democratico. a despecho de 
la deformation profesionab les obli- 
gaba a considerar primordiales Ins 
valorcs del espiritu. Un soldado. pa- 
ra ellos. a pesar de todn. seguia 
siendo un bombre. 

* * * 

Un liombre s»gu'- sb ndo tambii'n 
para nosotros : pero al otro lado de 
la frontcra provisional que separa 
a las dos Espanas. un soldado es 
una pieza de la maquina mil I tar y 
nada vale por si mismo. De ahi que 
predominen. en los elenientos dc 
choq^e, los mercenarios de diver- 
sas razas, lenguas y colores, sobre 
cl quinto sacado dc los cuarteles 



hispanos y sobre el reservista arran- 
cado de su liogar por la violencia. 
El condotiero no tiene, en la pelea, 
mas que estimulos de orden subal- 
terno, de satisfaction facil. Franco 
i-frecia a los kabilenos del Rif y de 
Yebala botin pingiie y niujeres her- 
niosas. Sabia que asf halagaba su 
primitivismo elemental v basico. 
, Que ese botin y esas niujeres te- 
nian que ser razzindo el uno y man- 
cilladas las otra:--, en la tierra de 
Espana ? Es verdad ; pero un ge- 
neral a la espanola, cuando se de- 
cide a sublevarse contra el regimen 
que se dieran libremente sus com- 
patriotas, prescinde de todos los es- 
crupulos. 

★ * * 

Pero decia que. alia a mediados 
de diciembrc, los facciosos acuniu- 
laban al nortc de la Alcarria divi- 
siones y material para el gran ata- 
(;ue. operacidn de largo aliento. que 
pensaban dar a nuestras lineas. 

Acaso habian imaginado tambien 
conjugar ese ataque, muy duro des- 
de luego, con otro por el puenU* dc 
Arganda ? Madrid ya no se puede 
tomar de frente : pero sus comuni- 
caciones pasan por una zona no 
muy ancha : cortandolas. sc le pone 
en un trance diftcil. 

Parece que el comienzo de la gran 
embestida alcarrena estaba fijada 
para el 16. El 15 atacamos nosotros. 
Atacamos entre borrascas de mere, 
con un frio siberiano: atacamos. 
poniendo en el ataque. a la vez, in- 
teligencia v bravura. En seis dias. 



nmipimos v tomamos, salvo algu- 
110s reductos interiores. un vasti- 
simo campo atrincherado y una 
ciudad. 

El tnando enemigo vacilo al 
pronto. Se le hacia muy duro re- 
nunciar a sus planes v dejarsc ma- 
niobrar. Y de ahi que enviara, un 
poco a la diabla, sus primeros auxi- 
lios. Pero, al fin, tuvo que aceptar 
la amarga realidad de su descala- 
bro. P)a a acometer : le acometie- 
ron: iba a sorprender: le sorpren- 
dieron ; iba a derrotar : le derrota- 
ban... 

Se le abrian dos caminos : o acu- 
saba el golpe, se resignaba como 
en Belch ite. organizaba un flanco 
defensivo en el oeste v el sud de 
Tcruel y continuaba desarrollando 
sus actividades agresivas en la Al- 
carria. o renunciaba a sus planes 
primitivos y volaba. con todos los 
elementos acumulados en Sigiien- 
za v su region, al socorro de Te- 
ritel. 

Eligio el segundo. b'quivocada- 
mente. a mi modesto juicio, y tam- 
bien en contra de la opinion auto- 
rizada de un critico militar tan 
escuchado como el coronel aleman 
Von Paeneckc. profesor de la Es- 
cuela de Guerra dc Berlin. Toda- 
via podra admitirse que Franco, 
mientras resi^tian los sitiados de 
Tcruel. se negara a abandonarles. 
Habia una razdn de caracter sen- 
timental. T.o absurdo es que ren- 
didos Rey v Rarba. aun continuara 
la batalla del Raio Aragon. 



Esa batalla, despues de ocho se- 
manas de fluctuaciones, la han ga- 
nado, no los rebeldes, sino el ci- 
tado Comite de No Intervencion 
en sentido unico, de Londres. Asi 
lo ha dicho el Gobierno de la Re- 
publica en una meditada nota ofi- 
ciosa. Y asi es la verdad. 

Franco ha recibido, en los dos 
liltimos meses, por via maritima y 
por via acrea, cientos de aviones, 
cientos de cahoncs, cientos de ca- 
rros de asalto y enjambres de cs- 
pecialistas de todas lavas: aviado- 
res, artilleros, conductores. arti- 
ficieros, mecanicos, quimicos. etc. 
Con ellos, con sus moros, su> li- 
bios, sus somalies, sus eritreos, sus 
apaches del Tercio y sus maurita- 
110s de Ifni, a quienes retuerzan. 
en l..s grandes ocasiones, requetes 
> guardias civiles. ha podido que- 
brantar nuestra resistencia en Sie- 
rra Palomera y Sierra Gorda. to- 
mar el Mansueto y obligarnos a 
cvacuar Tcruel: victoria dificil. 
victoria poco lionrosa : victoria que 
le cost 1 j mucha sangre al principio. 
cuando aun no disponia de toda^ 
las masas artilleras y aviatorias 
que ha desplcgado ultimamcntv : 
victoria que no le indeinniza del 
aplazamiento indefinido de su ofen- 
siva sobre Madrid. 

* * * 

La leccion que se desprende do 
los hechos? Esta : que en las gue- 
rras modernas. David, para veneer 
a Goliath, ha de usar un arma- 
mento analogo en eficiencia al 
suvo. La honda vibradora. la pic- 
dra en la frente. la caida del gi- 
gante. hacen un gran efecto. cuan- 
do se lee tal escena en la Bihlia : 
pero los tiempos -.on dc realidadcs. 

Las democracias tienen miedo. 
mucho mierlo- no acaban de com- 
prender que nos cstamos hat i undo 
por ellas; pero nosotros. tan dehi- 
les. tan pequefios. tan abandonado'. 
pndemos. si queremos, anular. par- 
cialmentc siquiera. la superioridad 
tecnica encmiga. Con energia. se- 
renidad y espiritu dc sacrificio. 
aprovechando todas las colabora- 
ciones ijue se nos ofre/ean ( v es <lc 
creer (juc sc nos ofrcceran). logra- 
remos <|ue nuestra aviacion. y nues- 
tra artilleria. y nuestro municio- 
namiento respondan. en plazo muy 
breve, a lo quo cxigen las circun^- 
tancias. 

Pero ello ha de ser liecho rani- 
damente, porque los rebeldes tic- 
nen prisa v sii^ protect<»res lo mis- 
1110 : pongamos nuestra confianza 
en cl Gobierno. desclc luego; pero 
nyudemosle twins: nos va — que no- 
lo dnde nndie — ma** que la vida... 

FABIAN YIDAI. 



ON THE MOVE 




MACHINE GUN MOUNTED on the roof of a troop train carrying the 
men of the Fifteenth Brigade to the front. In more than a year of succe- 
sive actions, the Fifteenth Brigade has seen active service on many fronts 
— at Jarama, Brunete, Arag6n and Teruel. And it hasn’t always had 
troop trains for transportation, a fact to which many of our bunioned 
comrades will testify. 
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CUBAN VOLUNTEERS IN SPAIN 




A GROUP OF CUBAN and Spanish comrades in the Fifteenth Interna- 
tional Brigade. The original Lincoln Battalion contained a complete Cuban 
section when it was formed more than a year ago. 



In January 1937, there arrived 
at the training base of the L'11- 
coln battalion a new contingent 
of American volunteers, compn. 
sed in a large part of youthful 
antifascist Cubans. At the head, 
as military leader came the ener- 
getic Cuban student leader Rndol. 
fo de Annas. Rodolfo was the lea- 
ding spirit in the organization of 
the fCenturie Guiteras* Column 
which has since played such an 
honorable role on the Spanish 
antifascist front. This Column 
consisted of young men who be- 
longed to the « Julio Mella» Cuban 
Club of New York City. 

When the Lincolns moved into 
action on the Jarama front in Fe- 
bruary, a year ago, as part of the 
newly established 15th Internatio- 
nal brigade, the significant Cuban 
Column formed the third Section 
of the First Company. 

INTEREST NATURAL 

When the military rebellion 
broke out in Spain, it was only 
natural for the Cuban people to 
take decided interest in Repu- 
blican victory. Cuba was a Spa- 
nish colony up to the year lSyS 
when the Cuban people struck 
out for freedom. They won it ; at 
least in name. But the rising do- 
mination of American economic 
interests kept a heavy hand on 
the political development of this 
small, autonomous state, and still 
prevents the people from running 
their country in their own way. 

Cuban history since the revolu- 
tion has been a succession of vio- 
lent changes. Action is followed 
bv reaction. Peaceful periods have 



been short, but the lessons of re- 
volution have been well learned. 

The total population of Cuba 
does not exceed four and a half 
millions. The majority comes 
from Spanish stock ; a minority 
are Negroes. All alike speak Spa- 
nish. Men and women whose fa- 
thers and grandfathers fought for 
national independence were bro- 
ught up to hate their Spanish do- 
minators. Now from the other 
side of the world they see in the 
old country a struggle taking pla- 
ce that is analogous to their own. 



The masses who have no sympa- 
thy with the dominating class do 
not miss its significance. 

BRAVE LEADER 

On February 23rd last, when 
the Lincolns initiated their first 
attack against the fascists at Ja- 
rama, the Cubans suffered the 
most serious losses. Rodolfo de 
Armas was one of the first to get 
killed. After rescuing a comrade, 
he charged again and clenched 
his fist high in the air and becko- 
ned others to follow. At that mo- 
ment a bullet struck linn in the 
leg and as he stooped forward to 
grip his leg with his hands, two 
more bullets hit him, one in the 
head and the other in the jaw. 

A young medical student at the 
time that Machado effected his 
dictatorship over the Cuban peo- 
ple, Rodolfo was a ceaseless figh- 
ter against the fascist regime. La- 
ter a price of 50,000 dollars was 
put on his head by Fulgcncio Ba- 
tista, present dictator of Cuba. 

Among these killed at Jarama 
with Rodolfo were: Rufo, Guija- 
rro, Pedro Hernandez, Perez and 
Garcia Maldonado. Many other 
members of the Cuban group we- 
re more or less seriously wounded 

The Cuban group within the 
15th Brigade was nut reformed 
until the days of the Aragon of- 
fensive, when it went into the 
thick of the fighting at Fuentes 
de Ebro and was again cut to pie- 
ces. The Company Commander 




POLICARPO CANDON, Cuban leader and Commander of the First Mobile 
Shock Brigade of the 46th Division del Campesino, photographed v^ith 
El Campesino a few months before he fell on the field of battle at Teruel 



and Political Commissar, both 
Cubans, were killed. Romero Me- 
ruclo and Florentine Ortiz were 
men of ability, whose loss is more 
than Cuba’s. 

LISTER LONG IN CUBA 

It is proper to mention here 
that the Cubans have not only 
served in the 15th Brigade, but 
hundreds have fought and are 
fighting in other branches of Clio 
People’s Army. Th •» . were a 
number of Cubans fighting in the 
North before it fell. The nth and 
12th International Brigades can 
claim more than three score of 
them. There are many Cubans 
scattered throughout the trans- 
port services, tank corps, artille- 
iv units, and in the aviation. Cu- 
bans are al.MJ in the Republican 
Navy. It appears that in the Cu- 
ban Services reactionary political 
opinion is by no means as stable 
as in the forces of the imperialist 
countries. After all, it is not long 
since the Army and Navy were 
fighting uii tlie side of revolution. 
For this reason many men have 
come over from both branches 
and brought useful experience 
and training into Spain. Lt.-Col. 
Enrique Lister, himself, spent 
many years and learned much on 
the Cuban Island. 

Of all the units of the Peoples 
Army, the Campesitio Divisiu?i 
can perhaps claim the largest 
number of Cubans. Jaime Bofill 
is Adjutant Political Commissar 
of the 46th Division del Campe- 
sino. And Poliearpo Camion, be- 
fore his death in action at Teruel 
several weeks ago, was the trus- 




CUBANS DEMONSTRATING in New Yorl 
man from the left, wearing a dark suit, 
bareheaded youth in the row behind the flag i 
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CUBAN DICTATOR BATISTA 



against the Batista dictatorship. The second 
i Pablo de la Torriente-Brau. The smiling, 
Rodolfo de Armas. Both died fighting in Spain. 



TWO CUBAN OFFICERS in the 
46th Division conversing with 
Langston Hughes (center), Ame- 
rican poet and novelist. At the 
left is Captain Basilio Cueria, and 
facing Hughes is Brigade Commis- 
sar Jaime Bofill. 



ted and well-loved Commander of 
the first mobile shock-brigade in 
te same division. Basilo Cueria, 
well-known Cuban baseball star, 
who vent through the Jarama batt- 
les with the' Guiteras Column, is 
a Captain in the Campcsino Di- 
vision. 

One of the first distinguished 
Cubans to die fighting was Pablo 
de la Torriente-Brau. lie was a 
University, lecturer. In Cuba the 
student life ha< a far greater influ- 
ence in politics than in the larger 
countries. Pablo was active from 
his early student days, and served 
several prison sentences for his 
convictions. He came to Spain du- 
ring the early days of the war 
and became PolitVal Commissar 
of the. Battalion which was under 
Catupcsitio’s command in Decem- 
ber of iu;6. He- died before the 
new year. 

Many Cubans have given cheir 
lives and many more will conti- 
nue to sacrifice themselves figh- 
ting with the Loyal Spanish pen 
pie against the forces of fascism 
that would want to enslave a free 
people. With fascism driven out 
of Spain once and for all, the Cu- 
bans know that it will mean the 
gathering of forces to destroy fas. 
'•ism in the rest of the world. A 
victory for the Republic would 
be .i death blow to Batista's fas- 
cist aspirations. The Cuban peo- 
ple, too, are waiting to strike lot' 
freedom. 




Gallo Thanks the Madrid 
Peoples Front for Honor 
to International Brigades 



TO THE GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE PEOPLE’S 
FRONT OF MADRID 



Dear Comrade, 

We have received your letter in which you inform us that 
the subscription in honor of the International Brigades which 
was organised by the Madrid People’s Front has realised 

270.000 pesetas, which you are placing at our disposition. 

On my own behalf and behalf of all the volunteers in the 
International Brigades I thank you for your intiative in this 
matter in which you wisli to bring out once again 
the unbreakable bonds of solidarity which unite, us in the 
common struggle in defence of the freedom and independance 
of all the peoples ; the bonds which unite the heroic people of 
Madrid with the peoples of the whole world who have sent their 
best sons here to fight in the International Brigades. 

We especially thank the generous donors and we beg you 
to inform them of our deepest sentiments of gratitude. 

The sum which you have collected was intended to pay - 
honor to the International Brigades. For that very reason we 
think that it cannot be devoted only to the fighters in the In- 
ternational Brigades, but must also be devoted to the brave 
fighters in the Spanish Brigades who by their heroism have 
shown 11s the road to follow to defeat national and international 
fascim. Because of this we beg you to keep at your disposition 

150.000 pesetas from the sum collected. \ou will use this as 
seems to you most fitting in order to aid the Spanish fighters 
who must now fight against the hard and inclement winter 
weather. 

The remainder of the sum which you have put at our dis- 
posal will be devoted to meeting the cost of cultural work 
among the combatants in our Brigades and for the develop- 
ment of tile work of looking after our fighters’ children. 

I send warmest greetings on behalf of myself and all the 
volunteers to you and to all those who have responded to your 
11110 initiative. 

L. Gallo 




A REAL INTERNATIONAL GROUP In the early Lincoln Battalion. 
Left to right, the comrades grouped around their rifles are a Mexican, an 
American Negro, a Phillpino, a Cuban and a Japanese 
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MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 
ON THE EVACUATION OF TERUEL 



After the Cabinet meeting on February 22. the following 
official note was issued regarding the evacuation of Teruel : 

« The news of the evacuation of Teruel was published by 
the Ministry of National Defence a few minutes after it took 
place. For it is the express desire of the Government to keep 
the country informed as to the progress of the war. The eva- 
cuation was carried out in perfect military order and without 
loss of effectives or of material, in accordance with the plans 
of the High Command. The high morale of the Republican 
troops was unable to overcome the accumulation of German 
and Italian material gathered by the rebels as a result of the 
advantages afforded them by the policy of Non-fntervent-'on, 
which can record among its victories this most recent of the 
evacuation of Teruel. 

« The inequality of war material, which was recently in- 
creased as a result of the shipment of abundant and frequent 
reinforcements of artillery and aeroplanes from Germany and 
Italy, was not unknown to the Government and induced it 
to warn the country against adversities which might take 
place in the progress of the war and. at the same time, to in- 
crease its efforts to obtain the necessary elements which, once 
the equality of means is reestablished, will increase the stre gth 
of the soldiers of the Republic. We shall overcome all kii is of 
difticulties and reverses which are setbacks, but by no means 
decisive, and annul the inequality to which we have referred 
« The People’s Army, which in the last days of Teruel 
excelled its former heroism, will end by possessing the elements 
which it needs in order to oppose and resist the invaders and 
tebels. 

«This certainty, which the Government guarantees by its 
work, should be interpreted in the rear as a stimulus to im- 
prove the output of our industrial production, which is indis- 
pensable if we are to obtain equality in arms. 

« From a military point of view the evacuation of Terue l 
is of secondary importance and does not diminish the advan- 
tages obtained as a result of its capture by the Republican 
Army. Thanks to the effects of the capture of Term I by the 
Republicans tlv offensive which the rebels were preparing 
against Madrid was, frustrated and they were obliged to rc 
nomice their initiative in order to counteract ours. 

(i Were it not for the superiority which .v ill u<t last long 
-of planes and artillery accumulated by lie n bds at tin- 
expense of Germany and Italy the soldiers oi l he Republic 
who oulv after a heroic light surrendered the city oi lVrucl, 
would not have evacuated it It is not the * Volunteers <■ who 
have recaptured the city, but the trcmindous masses ■ f foreign 
planes and art illcrv « 
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No es hora mas que de tuner un jando mas en la retaguardia, per- 

solo pensamiento y una sola vo- siguicndole y desenmascarandoic 

funtad : aplastar al enemlgo. Aplas- cuando se oculta enlre nosotros. 
tarle luchando en el frente. traba- !>k. Ji an Ni*.kf\ 



IN THE FASCIST ZONE 



1 \ G. Stork, writing in the 
Norwegian newspaper. * Arbcider- 
bladet » estimates Franco’s forces 
as follows : 

Italians: 120,000, divided into 
four divisions, entirely Italian. 
There is also a fifth division called 
« The Black Arrows ■>. 70 per cent 
Italian and 30 per cent Spanish. 
Germans : 20,000 technicians and 
experts, i'orcign Legion: 15,000 
divided into Banderas of 1,000 
each. Forty per cent of these' are 
claimed to be volunteers. Sixty per 
cent are Spaniards who have en- 
tered the Legion because they are 
better paid (three pesetas daily). 
Requctes: 80.000 men. Phalan- 
gists: 45,000 men, only 10 per cent 
of whom are volunteers. To this 
list must Ik.* added the Moors and 
several hundred thousand Spanish 
conscripts. 

Talking of Franco’s Foreign Le- 
gion. the London « Daily Kxpress * 
has recently published an account 
by one of these Legionnaires. Ilis 
name is Walter \\\ Schaible, and 
until a month ago he was a sar- 
geant in Franco's forces, in charge 
of n machine gun on the Madrid 
front. After l>eiiig wounded, he 
escaped from the country, back 
to Fngland. Ilis account, in part, 
follows : 

« The brutal discipline of Fran- 
co's army got me down. I saw 
dozens of men beaten almost un- 
conscious, knocked to the ground, 
and stamped on by an officer... 
At about the time of the Italians’ 
rout at ( iuadalajara in March I 
was wounded... I was put in a 
hospital with a mmilnr of ltal- 




• • 1 1 1 s l he slnihs I heard from 

tic. al me off l'a>* ism h»rev* 

-fuIi!' 's estimate of the mini- 
I“-r • •! M<mrs in Franco’s armv 
i s ' Winn hi goi hack t»* 

the firing Ism . h< six - it i**ok him 
only a eonph "i *.»• re.ili/c he 
was up against > vast) , improved 
enemy • Our « asualti«s*. lie wri- 
t's. «were liearlv twin- as many 
a> theirs- 

Mussolini lias recently issued his 



own * Ten Commandments », of 
which we quote only one : « Mus- 
solini is always right ». That, 
comments the British Daily Wor- 
ker, makes the other nine unne- 
cessary. 

Fascism is having its headaches 
in the movies as well as in other 
fields. A wireless to the New Ycrk 
Times from Berlin has the following 
to say about the cinematic plight 
of the land which has decreed 
thumbs down on Charlie Chaplin 
and Mickey Mouse : 

<* The year just past (1937) was 
a sad one for German films. The 




Film Chamber has just reported 
that all three of Berlin’s longest 
runs went to foreign films : two 
American and 011c French... The 
hoped-for revival since last Spring, 
when the government assumed 
control of tile film industry finan- 
cially. did not appear. German 
films still arc nut wanted except in 
those countries with whom Ger- 
many is jwditically allied... » Only 
in Insurgent Spain were « sensa 
tional gains** made in respect to- 
the German film-export market. 
Franco must swallow not only 
what is quaintly called his pride 
but also tli- miles of celluloid that 
Hitler sees fit to feed him. « Appa- 
rently ». says the dispatch, ‘Ger- 
man films follow the flag. » And 
Der Film. German cinema organ, 
write* ; • Before the civil war 

Frt mil films enjoyed the leading 
position. Naturally in nationalist 
(fascist) Spain, German and Ita- 
lian films have the leading posi- 
t on 

V* lib- is .m> beautiful in Oueipo 
• L I. Ian ’> bwis in Soul 1 ', rn 
Apnsn tiuit k-< 1 c s of troops and 
var.ibiiivis desert daily.* 'Flic Sour- 
•f this -laU uu ut is Gihraitai , 
to whi h tliv dc<i fling men make 
: . ■ I »ev 1 Further: «It is rep.u- 

t .1 til l .dioiit 50 ai tiller a men at- 
l.-.« h« d t" tlie 1’iinta Camel'* and 
i'.tiifa batteries disappeared oik- 
night .lit 1 having bribed .coastal 
walchin. n. win* isiapid with 
them* \»id southern Spain used 
l<> be known as a land of milk 
and hnnev ! 
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THE ATTACK AND COUNTER-ATTACK 



Fourth of a Series of Five Articles Dealing with 
Military Questions, by the Commander of 
the Battalion of Instruction N.° 15 

MAJOR ALLAN JOHNSON 




Decisions in war are not won by 
passive action. To defend may be 
strategically necessary to bring 
about the proper method for deci- 
sive action, but the decision itself 
as to the outcome of a battle or 
a war depends upon the determi- 
nation with which the principle 
of attack is carried forward. 

ATTACK 

Attacks, in general, are divided 
into certain quite definite phqfces. 
First there is the advance in co- 
lumn, when troops continue to mo- 
ve forward in solid bodies; at this 
point they are out of range of any 
type of fire. Second when they 
come within the zone of artillery 
fire they adopt what is known as 
the “approach march formation”, 
called in the Spanish Army the 
“artillery formation”, the widely 
separate files moving cautiously 
forward to avoid casualties from 
shrapnel. Third, as soon as these 
files come within the zone of ma- 
ximum range machine gun fire 
they are deployed into combat for- 
mation and continue to advance 
cautiously. Fourth, as they come 
within closer range of the effecti- 
ve machine gun and rifle fire, 
there comes the period of advanc- 
ing the attack. It is at this time 
that the principles of fite and mo- 
vement must both be employed. 
These principles are carried for- 
ward until the attacking troops 
are within hand grenade distance 
of the enemy line, at which time, 
fifth, the assault takes place sud- 
denly and with great determi na- 
tion. Untrained troops, as a rule, 
generally consider that when a 
successful assault has been comple- 
ted the attack is over. This is 



incorrect, for the enemy is organi- 
zed in depth and the infantry 
attack must be continued from ob- 
jective to objective. Sixth, follow" 
ing the assault must come the 
passing of the enemy line, the re- 
organizing of their troops and the 
preparation, immediately, to carry 
forward the attack to the next ob- 
jective. When a series of objecti- 
ves has been attained, at the com- 
mander’s discretion one of two 
things will be in the seventh 
phase, whether to pursue the enemy 
if he breaks or to organize the 
ground seized if the enemy's re- 
sistance is still determined. 

COUNTER-ATTACK 

It is necessary, also, to remind 
commanders that, since the best 
defence is attack, the enemy will 



counter attack as soon as possible 
if we penetrate his line and that 
therefore, although we prepare to 
carry forward our attack to the 
next objective it is vital that troops 
understand the necessity of conso- 
lidating positions they take by 
assault, immediately, and not stand 
around in clusters smoking and 
talking. In other words, that they 
must behave in a disciplined man- 
ner, consolidate their positions and 
carry forward the attack in order 
not to give the enemy any breath- 
ing space in which to undo their 



work. Any delay on their part per- 
mits him to re-organize himself on 
his secondary lines and helps hint 
to make a determined counter- 
attack against us from his reserve 
lines of resistance. 



SKIlL brings victory 

The imperative necessity in all 
actions is the determination on, our 
part to carry forward our attacks 
in a skilled, determined and dis- 
ciplined manner, to protect oursel- 
ves as much as possible with our 
own fire and when delivering an 
attack, to deliver it with suddenness 
and ferocity, remembering, al- 
ways, that the greater the surprise 
in the delivery of an attack and 
the greater the determination dis- 
played during that attack, the more 
paralyzing the psychological effect 
upon tlie enemy forces. Great vic- 
tories are never won by indecisive, 
unskilled and shilly-shallying 
troops, but, to the contrary, such 
troops may only expect defeat and 
be forced into the unpleasant ne- 
cessity of retreating and defend- 
ing their lines. There is little ques- 
tion that the moral qualities of our 
soldiers are greater than those o f 
the fascists and that if our troops 
are properly trained and our plans 
are carried out with vigor, deter- 
mination and ferocity our enemy 
will soon be defeated. 



I iOjo a los agentes de Franco! [ 




Se ocultan bajo todas las mascaras : 
Intentan enfrentar a internacionoies contra 
internacionales, 
internacionales 
contra esp^nol-is, 
reclutas contra 
antiguos comba- 
tientes, militantes 
de un partido 
contra militantes de otro. 

Aislemos, eliminemos de nuestras filas a 
los que intentan la division. 

Reforcemos cada vez mas los lazos de 
la solidaridad y de la fraternidod entre 
todos los combatientes. 




GIRLS MAKING MUNITIONS in one ol our war factories. By doing so 
they know they are contributing toward the tinal victory of our cause 
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LETTERS 

FROM 

HOME 

Friends of Mac-Paps 
Write to « Volunteer •> 

Editor, Tlie Volunteer 
Dear Friend : 

Thank you for letter acknowled- 
ging ours addressed to all the Ca- 
nadian volunteers in Spain. We 
are very glad that it was printed 
in The Volunteer for Liberty. We 
are now receiving copies of The 
Volunteer at more or less regular 
intervals and we are exceedingly 
glad to get it as it helps to keep 
us in touch with the boys in Spain. . . 

We have, as you doubtless al- 
ready know, wound up a very suc- 
cessful drive for a Christmas fund 
in which our objective was fulfilled 
150 per cent. As a result a large 
.shipment of warm clothing and 
Christmas cheer was sent to our 
Canadian boys... 

Our best wishes and salud ! 

BEATRICE COLLE 
Secretary, Friends of 
the Mackenzie-Papineau 
Battalion 



« A Breath of Spain 
Into This Town... » 

Dear B 

I received your letter this week, 
also the posters and cards. I am 
naturally happy to hear from you, 
and especially happy to get the 
swell posters. It brings a breath of 
Spain into this town.... 

I have featured the Spanish war 
frequently in the magazine (The 
New Pioneer, youth publication). 
I ran a center spread once, pic- 
tures mostly, and a letter from 
a high school student in Spain. 
(Incidentally, I hear that the 15th 
Brigade has as its patron organi- 
zation the Fed -ration of Univor- 
sity Students in Madrid. Right?) 
You will find stories about Spain 
as well as what the kids here are 
doing about collecting money in 
all recent issues. 

I am offering the posters you 



j Jefes, comisarios y soldados del 
Ejercito Popular ! : Todos los es- 
panoles se esfuerzan por superarse 
Superaos tambien vosotros. Ni un 
palmo de tierra al extranjero. Con 
dlsciplina rigida, con capacitacidn 
concienzuda, con heroismo inaba- 
tible, haced de nuestro Ejercito el 
Ejercito victorioso de una Espana 
independiente, fibre y feliz. • 

Dk. Jr.\N XK'.ufv 



GREETING FROM ENGLISH FIRE BRIGADE 




S mo Hrt-i, mi 

■ «t Wife, tv fev Httth mi Stitt, M 1 ht 
* '«•' ,, '+' On* ft mi M#r o* iht md 

Sr t mv<(> So-ow,*, fst B 

1*1 f' Htw Imr 1*11 



SOLIDARITY among fire fighters. The Christmas card reproduced above 
was sent to the heroic and hard-working firemen of Madrid by the Fire 
Brigade of the Hastings and St. Leonards Borough, Sussex, England. 



sent me as prizes to the branch 
which sends in the highest dona- 
tion for the month. A poster each 
month. I might try the same with 
the books you sent. I’m still trying 
to get someone to translate them. 



It is not easy to find a good trans- 
lator. The Spanish-speaking com- 
rades here have their hands full. 
I guess I'll have to wait until some 
of the Americans get back. If you 
don’t know Spanish after more 



than a year in Spain, you’re n.g. ’ 

I would appreciate stories and 
poems about Spain for the New 
Pioneer, written specially with an 
eye toward the youngsters reading 
them. Will you tell the fellows 
about this? In addition to printing 
these things in the magazine, we 
could offer the original manuscript 
as a prize. Generally the effect 
would be to raise more dough for 
Spain... 

How are Abe H. and Bob S. and 
the others? Tell them all to write. 
We here are actually systematizing 
our letter-writing to you guys in 
.Spain from now on, and anyone 
who fails to write is going to get 
his pants kicked... In the mean- 
time, Salud. and you’ll be hearing 
from me regularly. 

For victory of the Peoples Front, 
PHIL 



(For those who are interested, 
the material mentioned in the 
above letter is wanted by the New 
Pioneer, 80 Fifth Avenue, Room 
1203, New York, N. Y.) 



AMERICAN VOLUNTEERS CITED 
IN “HONOR ROLL FOR 1937” 



Three citations to Americans who 
are working or have worked in 
loyalist Spain are included in 
♦The Nation's Honor Roll for 1937*, 
a copy of which has just reached 
The Volunteer. This magazine has 
for the past ten years chosen those 
Americans who, in the editors’ opi- 
nion, have distinguished themsel- 
ves « as individuals or as groups * 
and therefore # deserve the applau- 
se of their countrymen *. The ci- 
tations follow : 

♦ MEMBERS OF THE LIN- 
COLN AND WASHINGTON 
BATTALIONS, living and dead, 
who have fought in the Interna- 
tional Brigade in Loyalist Spain 
for the defense of the cultural heri- 
tage common to all democratic 
peoples. » 

♦ HERBERT L . MAI THEWS 
of The New York Times and JA- 
MES M. MINI LIE of The New 
York Herald 'Tribune, for the sus- 
tained quality of their correspon- 
dence on the Spanish Civil War. * 

« JOBIS I I’/'.Y.S' and his asso- 
ciates, for filming and producing 
< Spanish Earth «* 

The first citation, we are sure, 
is meant for all Americans who 
have enme to Spain, not only those 
in the Lincoln-Washington. Al 
home it is not widely known that 
Americans are scatter'd over many 
units throughout Spain It is not 
known that there were many Ame- 
ricans in the 20th Battalion of 
the KM li Brigade, which for more 



than seven months held the lines 
on the Southern, Cordoba front. 
Nor is it common knowledge that 
we have our men in the American 
Artillery Battery, in another arti- 
llery battery in training, in anti-air 
batteries, in the hard-working 1st 
Regiment de Tren, in auto-par ks 
throughout the land as well as in 
dozens of other services. And the 
Americans in the Mackenzie-Pa- 
pineau Battalion needn’t feel they 
have been overlooked ; they too 
are included. It all boils itself down 
to the simple fact that our friends 
at home, for the sake of simplicity 
(and also because they are not so 
closely confronted with the com- 
plexities of war time activities) 
look upon all Americans in Spain 
as Lincoln-Washingtons. 

About the men named in these 
three citations The Nation says : 

♦ I11 a world in which courage is 
at a premium they have been 
courageous ; they have been in- 
telligent when intelligence was 
sorely needed ; in public affairs, 
journalism, or the arts they have 
made a contribution, by a par- 
ticular act or by their general be- 
havior, which is worthy of hono- 
rable notice. * 



Soldados : Cufdad constantemente 

vueslras armas. Ellas son la garan- 
tia de la victoria y la garantia de 
vuestra propla segurldad. 



despues de Haber visto 

la capacidad de nuestro Ejdrcito, 
sospesando exactamente las dlspo- 
nibilidades del enemlgo, pero te- 
niendo tambidn en cuenta la cantera 
inagotable de energlas que const!- 
tuye nuestro pueblo, yo os puedo 
declr, sin mledo a equlvocarme : 
Trlunfaremos. 

Dr. Juan NecrIn 



Chinese Youth Mobilized 
Against Japan Invasion 

The mobilization of the Chine- 
se masses against the fascist in- 
vaders is well illustrated in the 
following item : 

♦The struggle for China’s na- 
tional liberation is drawing in the 
road masses of the Chinese peo- 
ple. In the Kwang-si Province 
alone, a million young Chinese 
have been mobilized for the strug- 
gle against the Japanese invaders. 
Already 300,000 have been sent to 
tlie 'routs and the remaining 
700,000 are receiving military 
training and arc prepared to leave 
at any moment. The women are 
also acquiring military training 
and are forming women’s detach- 
ments*. 

177 Prominent Americans 
Protest Franco's Crimes 

A petition signed by 477 repre- 
sentatives of the religious, cultu- 
ral and artistic life of the 1 L S. A. 
has been presented to President 
Roosevelt, asking him to protest 
against the bombing of the civil 
11 pulntinii in Spain. Eight bis- 
hops and a number of University 
presidents are among the signers 
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THE FIFTEENTH BRIGADE IN ACTION 



By WLADYSLAW STOPCZYK 

War Commissar of the 45th Division 



During the recent actions of the 
15th International Brigade I was 
on an Army Corps Staff for a 
short time. I had heard of the 
15th Brigade, But I had n.ver 
known it closely. I11 the course of 
the actions I am about to tell, I 
became intimately acquainted 
with this fine Brigade. 

We are assigned to perform mi- 
litary operations in the sector X... 
A few hour; before the operations 
are scheduled to begin, I take 
part in a Brigade Staff meeting. 
The Commissar reports. He 
speaks briefly, and every word he 
utters is full of confidence and 
responsibility. He says : «The 

battalions are prepared for battle. 
The officers and commissars are 
talking to the soldiers. Our com- 
rades are anxious and ready to 
obey the orders of their superiors, 
in whom they have complete con- 
fidence. All services are fully pre- 
pared. First Aid and Medical Ser- 
vices are supplied sufficiently 
with the necessary equipment and 
men. We shall Work well*. 

At night the Brigade moves in- 
to action. In the darkness the men 
advance a few kilometers toward 
the enemy position. They crawl 
all night. Before the break of day, 
the soldiers of the Mackenzie-Pa- 
pitienn Battalion are the first to 
begin operations. They charge the 
fascist trenches 1 k a stroke of 
light tiing. The enemy, surpri- 
sed, surrender immediately. At 
dawn the banner of the Mackcu- 
zie-Papineau Battalion is seen 
waving on the crest of the newly- 
conquered hill. 

The Lincoln Battalion is assig- 
ned to storm a virtual fortress, 
also situated on a hill. It is im- 
jiortant to capture that hill to 
insure the advance of our . briga- 
des. The men of the Lincoln pro- 
ceed to carry on their mission. 

I witness the entire operation. 
By lunch time our artillery lavs 
down a heavy barrage. The fas- 
cists respond to our guns. Then 
the music of the trench mortars 
begins. When the guns arc* once 
again silent, the Lim-olns resume 



infiltrating toward the enemy. 
Carefully and courageously they 
advance. From our dugout we 
view the scene of battle as clearly 
as one sees the mini of the hand. 
We see the movements of each 
soldier and we confess it to be one 
of the rarest scenes of the war. 



The mastery witli which the Bat- 
talion carries 011 the battle shows 
that each soldier knows what he 
is doing. Each knows how to take 
advantage of each stone, bush, 
tree stem and* deelevity in the 
ground. The Battalion Comman- 
der directs brilliantly. Both the 



officers and men demonstrate a 
superb mastery of military tech- 
nique. 

It takes one and a half hours to 
accomplish their operations. They 
act with audacity and skill. After 
nearing the enemy positions they 
begin to encircle them. They get 
close enough to be able to throw 
hand grenades into the enemy 
trenches. The enemy opens fire. 
The attackers Lake advantage of 
the ground* so well and skilfuHv 
that even though they' throw gre- 
nades into the enemy positions, 
the enemy cannot see who is doing 
it. This demoralizes the enemy ; 
they are baffled. 

An unforgettable scene follows. 
I11 spite of a heavy machine gun 
fire, a few comrades on their own 
volition dash out and cut the 
barbed wire. This is done to faci- 
litate the final attack bv the bat- 
talion on the fascist forces. From 
the left flank a group of volun- 
teers rush through the barbed 
wire and hurl hand grenades. A 
group behind do not allow the 
enemy to retreat. In this manner 
the enemy is confused and surro- 
unded by an unbreakable iron 
ring of the steeled Lincoln Batta- 
lion. When the shock soldiers fi- 
nish their work of demoralizing 
the enemy, the final and decisive 
charge is made. With a shout of 
victory our boys plunge swiftly 
and drop into the fascist trenches 
and force the enemy to surrender. 

On the top of Mountain X... 
the proud banner of the Lincoln 
Battalion of the 15th International 
Brigade is raised. 

Important lessons can be lear- 
ned from the whole battle. It 
shows us how we can carry on 
our future battles against the fas- 
cist forces and beat them with the 
minimum of losses for us (The 
Battalion had only four wounded. 

It captured* more than 100 fasc.'s s, 
among whom were a few offiiecrsl. 

It shows that by employing a 
good organized plan of attack and 
defence we can insure victory and 
at the same time spare the live- 
of many of our comrades. 




FASCIST CRUISER SUNK BY REPUBLICAN FLEEl. The “Bale«,es’‘, 10,000 ton 
rebel cruiser, smoking and wallowing hopelessly after being hit by torpedoes from 
Republican destroyers in the biggest naval encounter since the World War. The *‘Ba- 
leares” was wilh the rebel fleet, “Canarias” and the “Almirante Cervera”, and was 
sunk 70 milles from Cape Paios after a big battle that took place early Sunday 
morning, March 6. (Read the complete »tory in our next issue.) 
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WLADYSLAW STOPCZYK 
Commissar of the 45 th Division, 
whose account of our Brigade 
appears on page I. 



Americans Donate 
Auto-chir to Spain 

A new mobile operating theatre 
(auto-chir), donated to the Spanish 
Government by the American peo- 
ple, lias been turned over to the 
General Inspection of the Medical 
Service if the Army in Barcelona. 
Other auto-ch irs have previously 
been given to Spain through the 
American Medical Committee to 
Aid Spanish Democracy. 

The auto-chir was officially pre- 
sented by Doctor Irving Busch 
and Dr. Edward K. Barsky, co- 
coiiimauders of the American me- 
dical units in Spain, to Sr. Fer- 
nandez Bolafios, Umler-Secretarv 
of the Ministry of National Deftns 



Don Luis Companys, 
of the Generalidad of 



President 

Catalonia 



Senor Companys was born in 
the village of Tarr6s, Province of 
Lerida. He studied law at the 
University of Barcelona where he 
obtained his degree at a very early 
age. 

As a student he founded the 
Uni6n Escolar Republicana (Re- 
publican Students’ Union), an 
organization with a left-wing ten- 
dency which played a considerabl e 
part in establishing a new spirit 
and a new orientation in the cen- 
ters of higher education. 

He was editor. of «La Luclia* 
(The Fight), a Republican news- 
paper. Through this instrument 
Companys, together with Layret, 
.Marcelino Domingo and other po- 
liticians and writers carried out 
important work. 

He was Republican deputy for 
Sabadell in various legislatures 
and in this capacity always sho- 
wed his love for the Republic and 
his admiration for the ideals of 
freedom and justice. 

Before the Dictatorship he foun- 
ded the Union of Rebassaires 
(Peasant’s Trade Union) which is 
today one of the most important 
|K‘asant organizations in Spai n and 
which is fighting with gTeat en- 
thusiasm for the rights of the 
workers of the land. 

As a result of all these activi- 
ties he was persecuted by the Dic- 




tatorship and imprisoned on se- 
veral occasions. 



When the second dictator (Be- 
retiguer) fell, Companys was in 
prison in the Castle of La Mola, 
having been condemned for his 
Republican ideas. 

Together with Col. Macia he 
called a meeting of the Asamblea 
de Izquierdas (I, eft Assembly) in 
March 1931 and founded the Left 
Republican Party of Catalonia. 
This Party presented its candida- 
ture in the civic elections of 
April 14 and Companys was elec- 
ted coucillor for Barcelona. 



He was named Mayor of Bar- 
celona and that very day, April 
14, atM 125 p. ra., he proclimed 
the Republic in Catalonia. On 
April 15 he was made Civil Go- 
vernor of Barcelona, giving up 
the post of Mayor. 

In the general election for the 
Cortes Constituyentes he was elec- 
ted by a large maj<*rity and was 
appointed leader of “the Catalan 
group in parliament, composed 
of all parties and numbering 52 
deputies. Later he became Presi- 
dent of the Catalan Left Group. 

In the Cortes he strongly advo- 
cated the granting of autonomy 
to Catalonia and the passing of 
the Statute to this effect, always, 
however, bearing in mind cons- 
titutional precepts. 

Later he became a deputy in' 
the Catalan Parliment, of which 
lie was elected the first President. 

I11 1933 he became Minister of 
Marine and after Macia *s death 
was elected President of the Ge- 
neralitat (Government) of Catalo- 
nia. This was in January 1934. As 
a result of the revolt of October 
6, 1934, he was again imprisoned 
until February 1936, when lie was 
reinstated as President of the Ge- 
neralitat by the Popular Front. 

has held this post ever since 
and is respected not only by the 
whole Catalan people but by eve- 
ryone in the vSpanish Republic. 



Bill’s Method of Learning the Language 



You hear some fellows say that 
they can’t sit tlown and learn the 
Spanish language, it’s too difficult, 
and they gave up doing that sort 
of thing when they left school. 
What I say to them is, they’re 
learning a new profession, most 
of them from the start, so what’s 




the difference? The language isn’t 
so difficult to pick up. That’s what 
Bill and I found. 

I dare say Bill speaks a bit better 
than I do. He never felt shy of 
trying. He'd go blundering on with 
what words he knew, and didn’t 
care who laughed. 

When he saw something written 
up, he’d have a guess at it. The 
first time wC came down in the 
train, we were pulling into a sta- 
tion when we saw a board up that 
said * Silbar ». I asked Bill what 
lie thought it meant and he said 
it would be the name of the town. 

Next stop, same thing. Bill rec- 
koned one would be Upper Silbar 
and the other Ix>wer Silbar, like 
at home. When we got to a third 
town and it was still called the 
same, I said we seemed to be drag- 
ging this town Silbar along with 
11s. So Bill got busy, and in the 
end lu* found the word meant 
< Whistle ». 

Same way, when we were tra- 
velling 011 tlie road. Bill always 
looked round for what he could see. 

( >n tlie way up to Aragon we stop- 
]K-d beside what ap|R*are<l to lie 
a pub called « Posada Carmen *. 



♦ Pub’s what it is*, Bill said. 
« Posada’, that means Good puli 
up for *. 

Well, he hit it lucky, as it means 

♦ lodging house », which is roughly 
the same. What he didn’t knbw 
was that * Carmen * doesn't mean 

* carmen * it’s just a fancy name. 

He’d got an idea for this * Ulloa 
Optico * that you see along the 
roads. He said, translated lit .rally 
it meant ♦ the Hullo Eye *, which 
would be the Spanish way of sa- 
ying * the Come-Hither Look ». 
And what was the good of that, 
I said, seeing that most times it 
was painted on the wall of an 
empty barn? Anyway, it turned 
out to be an optician's advertise- 
ment. 

When Bill and I were in training, 
you could still buy cigarettes, if 
you hit a lucky day. If there we- 
ren’t any, they’d hang a notice 
on the door. « No hay tabaco * was 
their way of putting It. I remember 
tlie first time Bill saw that. 

♦ Who cares? * he said. * No one 
wants to smoke hay ». 

All that was old days. It didn’t 
take its long to find out what « No 
hay * meant. We learned that next 



after « Mucho bueno * and *Mu< 
cho malo *. 

Now*, being old hands, we say 
« Muy * instead of « Muclio *, ha- 
ving found out that’s right. But 
the Spaniards say « Mucho bueno » 
to us, I reckon because it sounds 
funny and makes them laugh. 
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A PESAR DE TODO SU MATERIAL 
bElico APLASTAREMOS AL FASCISMO 




Tom Mann Greets 
British Fighters 

« Tlie glorious work you have 
done and are doing > is mentioned 
with pride by Tom Mann, veteran 
British working class leader, in 
a letter written to the British vo- 
lunteers in the International Bri- 
gade. The entire letter, dated Fe- 
bruary 19, follows : 

« My dear comrades of the Bri- 
tish Section of the International 
Brigade: My heartiest greetings to 
you, and again my very heartiest 
greetings and congratulations to 
you for the glorious work you have 
done and are doing. 

« I should love to go to see you, 
and when I learn of the experien- 
ces of others who have visited you 
and fraternised with you, I cer- 
tainly wish I could also meet you 
and shake you by the hand and 
embrace you ; I am in good physi- 
cal health and am able to get about 
to meetings, but my knees are 
affected by arthritis, which makes 
me slow in doing stairs, and having 
synovitis also I am liable to a 
sudden pull up, and that would 
make me a nuisance if I attempted 
to visit you. So I must be content 
to talk about you here and do 
what I can to help in the various 
methods open to such as me. 

« I am sure you will accept our 
love and good wishes and be fully 
assured of our very genuine con- 
cern in all your doings, and honest 
endeavours to make things as com- 
fortable as possible for you and 
yours. 

« Comrade Harry Pollitt, as you 
know, is spreading information 
about you far and wide, and many 
of the others are also doing well 
in this regard. Professor Haldane 
and Charlotte his wife are also 
constantly at work in spreading 
inside information and in stoking 
up to activity those who otherwise 
might be laggardly. 

« Again let me say I have the 
priviledge of still doing a bit at 
meetings and in various ways, and 
count it an honour. In April 1 shall 
be eiglity-two, so I have had a very 
fair innings, and must not be too 
disappointed if Daddy Time ma- 
kes a call. 

« Best Dove to you Comrades all, 

« Yours in the Cause, 

Tom Mann.» 



Hi discurso del Jefe del Gobierno 
ha conmovido al pueblo espailol. 
Ouiza fuera injusto haver en estc 
caso una distincion entre el pueblo 
espaiiol libre y el prisionero tie 
Franco, v por eso no la liacemos. 
IT dolor de la guerra es imo en 
las dos zonas y 1111a debe de ser 
la emocidn de la verdad. Ilasta es 
presumible que el roce humillaute 
con los invasores y los insurrectos 
disponga mejor que la convivencia 
en el territorio republicano, para 
exprimir y saborear la savia de 
las palabras de! seiior Negrin. Hs 
facil apreeiar la reaction que el 
discurso ha determinado en las 
distintas parcelas de la opinion 
publica. Los trabaj adores, parte 
principalisima de la resisteiieia 
republicana, se hau sentido clara- 
mente almlidcs. De cara al i)io- 
bl em a de la production de guerra, 
que es la mitad justamente del 
probleina militar, el Presiilente del 
Conscjo ha destacado el derecho 
que los combatientes tienen a que 
se les cubra rapidamente el deficit 
de armamentos. Hilo equivale a 
confroutar dos deberes, el del que 
• da su sangre y el del quo rinde 
su esfuerzo manual, y al promt - 
terles el jefe del Gobierno a los 
soldados que tendrian pronto el 
material que precisan, es que con- 
fiaba virtual mente en los trabaj a- 
tlores. Tista c.onfianza no tolera 
objecciones. Hsimpropio del seiior 
Negrin fantasear, y cuando trans- 
fiere a la industria de guerra el re- 
medio que la situation demanda, 
]>odemos estar seguros de que por 
un procedimieuto v otro realizara 
sus previsiones. IT Gobierno cree, 
y eon ti Gobierno el pueblo espa- 
nol, que de aqui en adelante no 
puede prosperar ninguna actitud 
que le de de lado a la guerra. Nada, 
absolutamente nada, tiene fuerza 
hoy para regatear la ayuda que 
exige la patria ell peligro. Si la 
democracia con su regimen de li- 
bertad individual L.tlara, el ins- 
tinto popular acabaria confirLiulo 
poderes rigidos. Kn efecto, una 
nacion en pie de guerra no debe 
distinguir entre la responsabilidad 
del soldado y la responsabilidad 
del ciudadano, sea cual fuere su 
funcion. IT supuesto de que la 
prestacion de la vida sea utils obli- 
gatoria que\Ia prestacion de unas 
horas de trabaj o, va pareciendo 
a todo el mundo una repugnante 
deslealtad, y faltaria a su deber 
el Gobierno que la tolerase. Ade- 
lantdndose a la declaration del 
Presidente del Consejo, los Partidos 
y Organiz -•.ciones obreras han de- 
mostrado que en su aniino estd 
hacer suya aquella tesis de severa 
disciplina. Buenaventura Durruti 
pronuncid en Madrid unas nobles 
palabras, a las que los aconteci- 
mientos devuelven actual i dad : «Yo 
renuncio a todo, menos a la vic- 
toria.* K 1 esforzado luchador com- 
prendfa que renunciando a la vic- 
toria el proletariado renunciaba a 
todo, a la vida y al honor revolu- 
cionario. No era, pues, excesivo el 
sacrificio que se recomendaba a sf 
mismo. 

Juzgamos haber definido la reao- 
cion mental de la clase produetora, 
ante el discurso del senor Negrfn. 
Resbalarfan en el equfvoco los que 




hicieren otras dtduceiones. IT ci- 
clo de organization ciudadana para 
la guerra prosigue. IT deber ca- 
pital aflora, cada dia liids robusto, 
sob re los deberes secundarios. Ven- 
ce la libertad rational a la libertad 
arbitraria. Las minorias propensas 
al desconsuelo, por teller la fe 
enteca y el egoismo orondo, han 
sentido con el discurso suscitados 
sus reinordimientos, y hoy recouo- 
cen que la voz del senor Negrin es 
la autentica voz de la patria. No 
hau dejado, tampcco, los intelec- 
tuales, de experimenter la fuerte 
corriente moral del ilustre hombre 
de Hstado, y un documento, pre- 
cioso por el texto y por las firinas, 
avisa que los doctos y los artistes 



veil incluidaen la politica del senor 
Negrin la causa universal de la 
cult ura. 

Fuera de Ivspana sin duda ai- 
canzara el discurso liondas rcso- 
uancias. Palabra por palabra, en 
la diction y en el espiritu, lo que ha 
dicho el senor Negrin es en eierto 
modo una replica a lo que ha dicho 
Hitler. Kuropa ha tenido quien, 
enuncie la doctrinade la agresion, 
j>ero tambien quien diga cuAl debe 
ser la conducta de los pueblos que 
110 se resignan a ser colonizadcs 
por el fascismo. La Republica es- 
panola eclta mano de la moral que 
guarda en sus areas cl viejo y duro 
meblo, y coil ella se promete triilil- 
ar. La consigna a las naeiones va- 
cilantes es bieu clara : contra los 
graiides aventureros interiiaeiona- 
les solo existe una formula : querer 
lucliar. Finalmeiite, formando ca- 
dencia, mas bicn temic, coil las 
prescripciones de nuestro Primer 
Ministro, la Camara de los Diputa- 
dos francesa ha coiitribuido a re- 
sucitar la creencia de que la dt- 
moeraeia y la cult ura no estau 
desamparadas. Los senores Cliau- 
temps y Delbos, oficialmentc, hail 
repetido que Fraiicia 110 cs indi- 
ferente a la inde]x?iidencia de 
Fspana. Kste sentimiento de amis- 
tad encuentra base solida en el 
hecho de que la Republica espa- 
nola, por boca de su Gobierno. re- 
nueva su vocacion de pueblo libre 
y su empeno de nianteiierla de ses- 
peradamente, hasta el ultimo Imm- 
ure y el ultimo cartuclio. 
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W o dedicate this flret lseue of the VOLUNTEER POR LIBERTY 
to the memory of our fellow Americana who gave up their 
11 ros In Spain. 

These men were brave, though they disliked being told so. 
Their embarrassment before extravagant pralse--an embarras- 
sment which we all shared — arose fro™ their realization 
that courage Is not something which Is known only In Spain 
or which rises miraculously only In the presence of death. 
It must net be. It can not be divorced from the complex tex- 
ture of character, growing through natural development and 
built solidly on experience. Most of theao men learned lea- 
sons of devotion and se If -sacr If 1 co In the labor movement 
In America. Their going to Spain , was merely a logical ex- 
tension of their octlona here. They themselves saw nothing 
sudden or startling or suprising Iti all this. 

\\/e are proud to do honor to these our friends and co«-;'7* 1 
lonB, with whom we marched and oeslde whom we fought* 



GREETINGS TO OUR NAMESAKE! We reproduce the masthead and leading 
editorial from the organ of the Veterans of the I. B. Everyone will agree 
whin we wish this new paper a longer life than our own Volunteer hopes for 
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CANADIANS IN SPAIN 



Since the first volunteers from 
the North American continent 
arrived here inure than fourteen 
months ago, Canada has sent more 
than 1,000 young men to Spain. 
Canada, a country with a popula- 
tion of 13.000,000, can certainly be 
proud of this living, fighting fact 
— its contribution to the struggle 
of world democracy against fas- 




cism, its contribution to the fight 
of the j>eople’ of Spain. 

The people of Canada, who 
slumbered peacefully for a long 
time under the illusion that fas- 
cism would never become a major 
threat to the rights of democratic 
countries, were abruptly awake- 
ned to reality by the news flashes 
of July 19, 1936. Those events are 
many times over twice-told tales 
— too well known to be repeated 
now. Suffice it to say that the 
people of Canada made their feel- 
ings known in no uncertain 
terms. Throughout the Dominion, 
Committees to Aid Spanish. De- 
mocracy were formed. In Septem- 
ber, 19 v>, the official voice of Ca- 
nadian labor went on record as 
fully supporting the Spanish Go- 
vernment, while the great masses 
of unemployed in the large Cana- 
dian cities demanded that the 
King government send them to 
Spain. 

DIFFICULTIES OVERCOME 

Such a ( Uun and was not appro- 
ved by the King government, 
which immediately took sb.ps to 
hinder the development of Cana- 
dian support to Spain. Passport^ 
were made extremely difficult to 
obtain. \ law was passed penali- 
zing Canadian citizens who fought 
in fercign wars. Intimidation 4 sA 



individuals was carried to the 
limit by the Federal police. 

None of these things, however, 
could break the determination of 
thousands of anti-fascists who in- 
tended to come to the aid of their 
Spanish brothers, whatever the 
costs. Stimulated by the news of 
the first International columns 
fighting in the defense of Madrid, 
the first Canadian volunteers left 
for Spain in December, 1936, at 
about the same time that the first 
volunteers from the United States 
were leaving. At first they, came 
in small, inconspicuous groups, 
arriving at the training base in 
the early days of January, 1937, 
The first group came from the 
city of Toronto. Among them we- 
re Thomas Becket, who was cap 
tured at Jaroma when the truck 
in which he was riding drove into 
fascist lines, and Frederick Lac- 
key, who was killed during the 
attack of February 27. Lawrence 
(Larry) Ryan, who was wounded 
on the same day, is now in a Ca- 
nadian sanitarium recovering from 
tuberculosis contracted while figh- 
ting here in Spain. 

SECOND GROUP ARRIVES 

On February 9, nine more Ca- 
nadians arrived .Of these, J«>c 
Campbell, ^French Canadian from 
Montreal, was killed on February 
27 ; and Sargcant Jack Steele was 
sent to the Officers School from 
the Jarama front because of lrs 
good work in the lines. He com- 
manded a machim-gun section in 
the Lincoln Battalion during the 
Brunetc offensive of la-r July. 
Today he is back in Canada, hea- 
ding the rehabilitation work for 
returning Spanish w f ar veterans. 
Arthur Morris, a member of the 
James Connolly section <>f the Lin- 
coln Battalion, was killed on the 
27th while attempting to bring in 
a wounded comrade. He was ki- 
lled, but his memory lives on, as 
do tile memories of other fine com- 
rades such as Adrian Van dir 
Brugge, Ivlins Aviescr, George 
L'skowsky, A. M. Garcia, Fred 



Lackey, Liege Claire and Francis 
Morin. These were our dead. 

Among those who came through 
the battles at Jarama as well as 
Brunete were Izzie Kupchik, Mi- 
ke Kushmi, Lucicn Lattilupe, Mi- 
ke Zagar, Harvey Hall, Bedard, 
Poricr, Roger Biladcau, Walter 
Marimiik, Thomas Russell, Fat 
Stevens, Martin Trier, James Da- 
mes and Wally Dent. The last two 
named were wounded at Jarama. 
Good fighters, every single one, 
Franch Canadians,. English Cana- 
dians, , Slavic. Canadians. Indus- 
trial workers find unemployed 
youths, men of all professions, 
who joined the Lincoln Battalion 
and fought side by side with their 
American brothers, side by side 
with the whole Spanish people, 
against the mercenaries and dupes 
of Franco and international fas- 
cism. 

* * * 

The training base for the En- 
glish-speaking volunteers was 
transferred to another town, from 
which the first group of trained 
Canadians left for the front. They 




were the major part of a section 
of forty men selected from the 
■recruit battalion* to act as rc- 
plac Hunts for the Lincolns. 
Placed under the command of Joe 
Armitagc, they left by trucks for 
the Jarama front on April 17. Af- 
ter a long tiresome journey, they 
arrived at 15th Brigade Head- 
quarters, where they were met by 
Lt. Col. Claus, who made a short 
speech. From there they marched 
to the Battalion kitchen, where 
they had a good feed. Captain 
Marty Iloiirihan, Commander of 
the Lincoln Battal on, gave them a 
short talk on what was expect' d of 
tin in, then placed them in charge 
of Lieutenant Paul Burns, who 
marched them up to the Jarama 
front. The various company com- 
manders and section leaders met 
them, and they were distributed 
where they were most needed. 

On May 19, one of the Cana- 
dians among these forty, Bob 
Kirr. Commissar of one of the sec- 
tions, was taken out of the lines 
and assigned to the Base as re- 
presentative of all the Canadians 
in Spain. His main purpose was 
to give all necessary assistance in 




BRIGADE ENTERTAINS a visitor: the men listening to Earl Browder 
during his recent visit to Spain. 
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MAJOR ED CECIL SMITH, Com- 
mander of the Mac-Paps, in a photo 
taken shortly before he won his 
new rank. 

the formation or the Mackenzie- 
Papineau Battalion. 

* * * 

The Lincoln still needed repla- 
cements to reach full battalion 
strength. From the ranks of the 
Washington Rattalion, a new 
American unit in training, forty 
Canadians were selected to join 
the Lincoln. This second section 
of forty, commanded by Paddy 
O’Neil, moved up cm the evening 
of June 13, together with the 
Washington Battalion. They arri- 
ved at a town 15 kilometers from 
the Jarama front, and there they 
were quartered. The following af- 
ternoon the Canadian section was 
assigned to the ranks of the Lin- 
coln. 

There were many notable young 
lads among these forty who were 
killed on July 6, the first day of 
Brunete, their first battle : Jim- 
mie Kane of Toronto, an active 
member of the Longshoremen's 
Union ; Paddy O’Neill, section 
leader of the Canadians, lumber 
worker and World War Veteran, 
who was killed because he refu- 
sed to leave his men but conti- 
nued to advance even after lie 
had been wounded ; John Oscar 
Bloom of Edmonton, 22 •.cars 
old ; Bryce Colman and Joe Ar- 
mitagc, men who were loved not 
only by their comradcs-in-arms 
but also by the civilian popula- 
tion of the town where the batta- 
lion had spent many weeks. 

CANADIANS AT BRUNETE 

During those twenty hitter 
tlays of fighting on the Brunete 
front, the people of Canada lost 
a number of brave fighters. John 
Deck, Canadian seaman, ch'ef 
scout oF the Lincoln Battalion, 
and Nick Harboeian, young mem- 
ber of the Cooperative Common- 
wealth Youth movement, who had 
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American Seamen Raise Funds for Battalion 




HELP FROM HOME, in the form of the above dollar certificate, comes naturally enough from the National Maritime 
Union, many of whose best members have enrolled in the fight against fascism here. The money collected will 
reach the Lincoln-Washington in the form of clothes, provisions and (it’s hoped) cigarets and tobacco 



MATTHEWS WRITES ON MAC-PAPS 



graduated from the officers school 
and joined the Lincoln on July 7 
- both were killed in the attack 
of the 9th. (labor Genci, Canadian 
Hungarian, was killed by machi- 
ne gun fire on July 17, while dig- 
ging an advance post for a light 
machine gnn. 

It does not suffice to enumerate 
those who arc gone, without men- 
tioning the fine work of those who 
are still with us : Christie, and 
Pop Brown, Canad'an section com- 
missar, who saw to it that the 
boys got their share of the food 
and rations; Bill Wilson, who 
would go through shellfire, blis- 
tering heat, with very little water 
to drink and an occasional avia- 
tion bombardment every mealti- 
me, just to bring the boys their 
mail from the folks back home ; 
Pete Neilson, a group leader in 
the Canadian section who is now 
a lieutenant in the Lincoln- 
Vvashington ; George Cunning- 
ham, one of the first] forty to join 
the Lincoln, who became a com- 
pany commissar in the British 
Battalion ; Tommy Lyons, one of 
the first Canadians to come to 
Spain, who was throrgh the ja- 
rama battles as well as Brun *.e 
and Aragon, who was made a 
lieutenant in the British Batta- 
lion. Space does not permit the 
mention of many others, equally 
deserving of mention. 

MAC-PAPS IN ACTION 

There were Canadians in the 
Washington Battalion from the 
beginning of the Brunctc offensive 
who proved to be worthy repre- 
sentatives of their country. Ed 
Cecil Smith was a company com- 
mander in the Washington and 
was wounded leading his men 
into action on July 6. Later, after 
the attack at Puentes de Ebro on 
October 13, lie became Comman- 
der of the MacKeu/.ie-Papineau 
Battalion. Still later, lie won the 
rank of Major on the field of batt- 
le at Teruel. Alick Miller, war ve- 
teran, was a lieutenant in the 
Washington. He was wounded at 
Quinto. Young Charlie Bartollata, 
19- year-old red-headed lad from 
Toronto, who was wounded in 
the leg following Harry Hynes 
up Mosquito Ridge. 

This account is but a beginning. 
It includes little of the record of 
the MacKenzie-Papincau Battalion 
up to the present, nor does it ex- 
haust the record of the Canadians 
who served in other units, both be- 
fore and since the Mac-Paps came 
into being. But it does give an indi- 
cation of the Canadians’ role in 
Spain and it points the way to the 
raw mat' rial out of which a real 
histo. • of Canadians in Spain will 
someday, I am sure, be written. 

B. B. 



The following story is a section 
of a wireless dispatch to The New 
York Times by Herbert L. Mat- 
thews, Although it is more than a 
month old (dated January 29), 
we are reprinting it because of its 
obvious interest to our comrades 
in the 15th Brigade : 



TTTTT TT TTTTTTT TTTT 



<• The story of stories here now 
is how the << Mac-Pap » Battalion 
threw back a cavalry charge on 
Jan. 17, although it was almost 
surrounded. (The cavalry had been 
previously describe d as Moors.) The 
defenders had a position on a hill 
that dipped down to the right 



and rose to another hill, which the 
British Battalion occupied. Cap- 
tain Cecil Smith the Canadian 
commander of the « Mac-Pap » and 
his staff were in the back part of 
their hill, protected by the Third 
Conmany under Ricardo Diaz. 

« The position was important 
and the Rebel command had wor- 
ked out a daring plan to capture it 
by means of a cavalry charge. This 
is ordinarily a rare tactic, but in 
an open battle like this mounted 
troops have their value. 

The Insurgents swept, under 
their artillery barrage, between 
the two hills* moving so quickly 
that there was no stopping them. 
Then they wheeled toward the 
right and charged straight at Cap- 
tain Smith and his staff. That 
was the critical moment, for if 
the staff partly broke or was over- 
run the entire battalion might 
well have been captured. 

« There were three machine guns 
protecting the staff. Captain Smith 
had them brought up quickly, and 
they let go at a murderously short 
distance. Diaz’s company held firm 
and poured rifle fire into the ene- 
my. The Rebel column wavered, 
then broke and fell back. 

« In returning it had to pass 
between the inhlading fire of the 
« Mac- Pap » and the British, who 
had coolly held their position 
throughout. I was told that a good 
deal less than half of that cavalry 
force got back into its line. Against 
soldiers with modern arms who 
refuse to run cavalry cannot be 
effective. 

« General Walter, the division 
chief, and Colonel Modesto, the 
commander, were so satisfied with 
the showing of the « Mac-Pap* 
that the next day Captain Smith 
was made a Major and -Diaz wu-. 
made a Captain, white the batta- 
lion heard high words of praise. 
So I not only found the brigade 
intact this morning, but rather 
pleased with itself in a modest 
wav. * 



MEMORIAL TO BRITISH DEAD 




THIS MEMORIAL to the twenty one comrades of the 57th (British) Bat- 
talion of the Fifteenth Brigade was planted on a high hill overlooking 
Teruel. Delegations representing he four companies ot the Battalion at- 
tended the silent ceremony in the lead of night— silent because any sound 
would have drawn the Immediate fire of the enemy 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF JOHN DOE 

John Doe is an ancient fiction. When the man in the street 
needs a name, this is what lie is issued with. No man of flesh 
and blood bears it, or if he does, it was his parents’ error. For 
public purposes there is no such individual. lie was invented to 
make life easier for Knpjish-.speaking people. A volunteer of the 
Fifteenth Brigade found him on the postal regulations, and for 
the next few minutes his life became harder. 

The volunteer discovered that he was instructed, when 
addressing his home letters, to follow the example given, which 
had John Doc fitted out with a handsome sounding apartment. 
He took this literal!)' and was upset. 

He wanted to know who this guy Doe was, and why letters 
had to be adressed to him. It particular)' worried him to think 
that his private letters were to he opened and read by someone 
hack in his country of whom lie had never even heard. Such is 
fame, even for an ancient fiction. 

The answer, so far as the volunteer is concerned, is that 
this time there is nothing in a name. Tt would be more than 
unfortunate if such an accident were to discourage him from 
keeping in touch with the people at home. For an International 
volunteer, it amounts to a duty. It is a temptation to scout this 
obligation, on the grounds that soldier’s duty is heavy enough 
without it. To put it bluntly, most men who do not write home 
avoid it because they dislike it. There is always time to write 
during periods of rest or reserve. 

The feelings of friends and relatives are worth a moment’s 
thought for their own sake, hut that is a man’s own affair. 
There is a far more important reason why letters should be 
written. People at home read the bare on .line of our news in 
their journals. They cannot catch from the newspapers the real 
feeling of the men themselves, or the spirit by wihcli our army 
grows; and this is ultimately our strongest weapon. Only perso- 
nal messages can fully convey this feeling. 

One letter from a soldier is worth a headline in hold type, 
half an inch deep. It has a truer ring. When such letters get 
home, they are passed on, quoted, read out at. meetings, and 
everybody listens to them. Our friends at home depend on us. 
Tf they knorv we have a good spirit, they will catch it. Tn turn, 
(he spirit they show will affect the policy of their governments 
and therefore, in the end our letters arc ammunition for our 
own guns. 

Just now', w>e want all the anumition of this kind that we 
can get. Recent events have given everybody a sharp awaken- 
ing. This is the moment to put over a big barrage and keep 
them awake. Tt is to he hoped that volunteers will remember this, 
and when they arc not in action willusetheir time to advantage 
by telling the w'orld that they are very much alive. 

To volunteer for service in Spain is in itself effective pro- 
paganda, especially among acquaintances whose convictions arc 
not very strong. Personal contact with the war sets them think- 
ing, and often talking. Tf a volunteer can bring himself to write 
to these more distant sympathisers as well as to the circle of his 
closer friends, he w ill he following up the w r ork already well 
liegun and spreading propaganda where it is needed. He can 
probably remember certain friends who have no convictions at 
all. Far from neglecting them, he should do his best to fill the 
vacuum. Letters from men in the fighting line, whatever the 
war, are read with more interest and attention than is given 
to casual correspondence. 



IN THE FASCIST ZONE 



Reports continue to seep out of 
< libraltar about shiploads of Italian 
infantrymen clocking across the bay. 
Ditto with the German * techni- 
cians » on the northern seaboard 
of Spain. Whenever Hitler or Mus- 
solini shoots his mouth off about 
withdrawal of troops and (regu- 
lation » of foreign combatants, it 
means there are a couple of thou- 
sand new guns shooting dum- 
dums in Spain. Or a new squadron 
of planes bombing the kids pla- 
ying soldiers in the streets of Bar- 
celona. Valencia, Tarragona, Le- 
rida... Continuing with Gibraltar: 
last week we spoke of the artillery- 
men deserting to the Rock from 
fascist-held southern Spain. It’s 
driving de Llano's yes-men nuts. 
Because of it they have been for- 
ced to station a large detachment 
of cavalry in the area between 
Spain and Gibraltar. And shore 
watchmen are equipped with ma- 
chine guns. In addition all the 
territory between Tarifa, Algecir- 
as and I,a Linea now is unwilling 
host to battalions of border guards 
(removed from front duty to stop 
the leakage), under orders to open 
lip on any boats or men sighted 
attempting to escape. Meanwhile, 
Yes-M an-in-Chief de Llano is bel- 
ching more quietly these days, and 
not in public anymore. It seems 
de Llano’s boss, Franco, got orders 
from his bosses in Rome and Ber- 
lin to make the Seville donkey 
stop braying... 

Last week we referred to a Ber- 
lin dispatch about the sad state 
of the Nazi cinema. Here's an ad- 
ditional quote ; « The German de- 
sire to cooperate with Italy and 
Japan lias been checked by the 
technical inferiority of Italian and 
Japanese films and the resultant 
impossibility of forcing the Ger- 
man public to attend theatres 
where they are showing. » Movie 
celluloid seems to be the only 
highly -inflammable material that 
won’t do its stuff for the fascists... 
There’s a guy in the machine gun 
company of the Lincoln -Washing- 
tons who says the hell with all 
this stuff about the fascist zone. 
He’s got his fists ready for a guy 
back in the States. « I once thought 
he was a pal », says this anonymous 
American, « but he’s turned out 
to be ft dirty fascist provocateur. 
He keeps sending me clippings of 
restaurant ads that read like this : 

« Whether you say Po'k, Pork or 
Porrkk, you'll enjoy this good he- 
man dish that starts lips a-smac- 
king’ — Grilled fresh pork chop, 
grilled to a crispy brown outside — 



juicy and tender within — made 
with Sauce Liable and flanked 
with a generous serving of... We'd 
better stop right now, before so- 
mebody else gets sore... But that 
« crispy brown outside » is reminis- 
cent ofan old crack about the Nazis, 
If you don’t know it, ask your 
Cabo... 

A glimpse of what life in fas- 
cist-lied Spain is like is contained 
in the folowing extracts from an 
account of one who has lived in 
Galicia, in the Province of Ponte- 
vedra, oil the eastern coast of 
Spain, just north of Portugal : 
«Tlie war atmosphere is noticea- 
ble by the martial noise made by 
the plialangists and « civil guard 
gentlemen *>. The soldiers are care- 
fully kept separated from the ci- 
vilian population. Besides, it is 
difficult to make out which are the 
Spanish soldiers and which are the 
foreigners. At the beginning the 
plialangists deliberately wore the 
uniform of the regular Spanish 
soldier, whereas the soldiers went 
around in mufti cr were given Por- 
tuguese uniforms. One was not 
permitted to say that they were 
Portuguese uniforms, nor were the 
people allowed to go near the sol- 
diers to determine whether they 
were Spanish or Portuguese. 

« The German soldiers generally 
wore civilian clothes, but Spanish 
artillerymen wore uniforms made 
of the brown German cloth. The 
Germans were intended to pass 
unnoticed. It was a crime to pro- 
nounce a German name, .so much 
so that they were never referred 
to as « ( Germans » but « individuals » 
When the papers published any- 
thing about the Germans or when 
they officially referred to them, 
they merely said « Three indivi- 
duals arrived » or «;The individuals 
who are staying at the Hotel X... * 
This was enough. Everyone un- 
derstood. 

« The docks of Vigo were last 
summer exclusively controlled by 
<i the individuals ». They were in 
charge of unloading all the war 
material which came from Ham- 
burg, and knocked-down planes 
which came escorted by their per- 
sonnel. The trains came right up to 
the pier to load, and then the war 
material w r as transported to the 
bases of the « Nationalist » army. 
The Germans were at all tinhss ex- 
tremely discreet about their mo- 
vements, and they tried to hide 
themselves from the Spanish peo- 
ple like real criminals ». Italians 
were (and are) in — Galicia too. 
But we’ll save the account of their 
antics for the next issue. 
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THE ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION 



Last of a Series of Five Articles Dealing with 
Military Questions, by the Commander of 
the Battalion of Instruction N.° 15 
MAJOR ALLAN JOHNSON 



In every-day life, in almost every 
action of the individual and col- 
lective body, certain definite quest- 
ions arise in a definite sequence. 
These questions have to be answe- 
red, even if not consciously, and 
they are what, why, where, how 
and when. Just as in every other 
phase of life,, so in military opera- 
tions. large and small, these same 
questions must be answered before 
a decision can be reached on which 
to base any military plan of opera- 
tion. The answering of these ques- 
tions, in other words the analysis 
that is required, is called the esti- 
mate of the situation. It is made, 
not only by commanders oi large 
units who have to actually write 
their analyses down to entirely a>- 
snuilite them, but they are also ma- 
de by subordinate commanders and 
even individual soldiers. 

PLAN BASIS OF ACTION 

The content of the estimate of the 
situation falls into a certain formu- 
la. The reason for sticking to this 
standard is to habituate soldiers to 
thinking in definite terms in order 
that in moments of crisis they may 
he habituated to carry this out 
without loss of momentum. 

The form generally required in 
all armies is: 

First paragraph — The Mission — 
In other words the answer to “what 
am I to do, what is my general 
task”? Second paragraph is an 
analysis of the — Opposing Voi- 
ces — and is subdivided into (a) the 
forces of the enemy, their number, 
their material condition and equip- 
ment. their physical condition, their 
morale, their reserves, their posit- 
ion on the terrain and so forth. The 
second paragraph ('«) is a similar 
analysis of our own forces. The 
next main paragraph is the enemy’s 
situation and intentions. We know 
his strength, approximately, and his 
general condition. We ought to 
know the general lay of the land 
and then we analyse in detail, if 
possible, plans. They may he either 
to attack or defend in some special 
manner. By elimination we choose 
the most probable of these plans 
and consider them seriously. The 
next paragraph is our possible 
plans, based upon our analysis of 
the plans open to the enemy. We 
consider what possible plans we can 
use and in some detail we analyse 
these possibilities. We weigh, seri- 
ously. for instance, the possibility 
of attacking and defending in some 
special position. We discuss the 
piohlcms in each case, their advisa- 
bility or inadvisability, and advan- 
tages and disadvantages, their 



strength and their weakness, and 
once again by elimination we choo- 
se the most probable plan that we 
can use. This plan is then finally 
written out into the fifth paragraph 
of the estimate nf the situation as 
our decision. It is upon this decision 
that the field order is based. 

Although all this work may 
appear simple and sometimes unne- 



Among those who received good 
service awards at Christmas was 
Lieutenant George Fletcher. Like 
others from Lancashire, he is a man 
with a genial manner; but it is a 
hard job to make him talk. His 
own past history interests him far 
less than Spain's present moment. 
He commands the machine-gun 
company oi the British Battalion. 

He has been a soldier since 1915* 
when he joined the Lancashire 
Fusiliers. He enjoys an outdoor life 
of action, and he doesn't care for 
sitting still, as those who have 
heard his famous song hit ‘"Keep 
one linger moving" will unders- 
tand. 

During the world war he took 
part in the Gallipoli action, and 
made the difficult landing, which 
he describes as an experience rather 
more exciting than the warmest 
moments at Brunete. The Tuiks 
had laid barbed wire under the 
water, and this had to he passed 
under shell-fire from batteries on 
the hills above shore. One would 
gue>s that this was the toughest 
moment of Lt. Fletcher’s life up to 
the present time, but he doesn’t 
say much about it. Once the beach 
was reached the difficulties evened 
out a little, and the rest of the act- 
ion was easier work than the fight 
for Mosquito Crest. 

EXPERIENCE USEFUL 

After the war. Fletcher remained 
in the service, and spent some years 
in India. By 1936 he was contem- 
plating a return to civilian life and 
had certain speculative ideas about 
marriage. He was out of soldiering 
for six months, but the apjx-arance 
of armed fascism in Spain changed 
his plans again. He arrived in this 
country in May of last year. 1 1 i> 



cessary it is a good experience for 
subordinate commanders to practise 
making estimates of the situation 
at all times, in order to familiarise 
themselves with the many possibi- 
lities that arc open to them. Espe- 
cially under modern conditions of 
warfare where a great deal of lati- 
tude and initiative lies within the 
realm of the subordinate coniman- 




expcrience with fire-arms of all 
sorts was an a>set at the training 
camp, where he s«mui picked up the 
special features of the weapons 
which the Republican Army \va> 
using, and Ixrgan to instruct those 
with less experience than himself. 
When the sections competed in dis- 
mantling and reassembling, their 
arms. Fletcher could heat anybody. 
He has deft fingers and an accurate 
eye. In training, and since, he ha.-, 
proved himself a first-class rifle 
shot. 

He first saw active service in 
Spain at Brunete. where he was 
wounded in the shoulder. When his 
wound was finally healed, he was 
offered a position at the new train- 
ing camp, hut preferred to rejoin 
the Battalion. He went into action 
again at F'uentes tic Kbro. 

ON DISCIPLINE 

Lt. Fletcher has watched the 
growth of discipline am! organisat- 
ion in the Republican Army with 
the satisfaction of an old hand. I ft* 



der. The knowledge of how to make 
a correct analysis or estimate of 
the situation is also the foundation 
for issuing correct field orders, oral 
or written, during an action, and 
since so much depends upon the 
brevity, conciseness and clarity of 
these field orders, it is quite obvious 
that before they can be either clear, 
concise or brief, their essence must 
be thoroughly understood. No com- 
mander can issue such an order 
and carry it out with determination 
unless lie knows exactly what the 
situation is and how lie is going to 
carry into effect the decisions he 
does reach and knows exactly how, 
when and where these must be done. 



knows what it means. In his opinion 
the formalities of discipline, far 
from complicating a soldier’s life, 
make it easier. Even in an Impe- 
rialist army he found that out, 
though discipline there is not used 
solely for the purpose of raising 
the soldier’s level of efficiency. 
Where he traces the main differen- 
ce is in the importance that the Re- 
publican Army attaches to the deve- 
lopment of intelligence in the pri- 
vate soldier, on the assumption that 
the more a man knows the better he 
fights. An Imperialist army is 
compelled by its own conditions to 
discourage the rank and file from 
knowing too much about what is 
going on. in case it occurred to 
them that they were being used in 
someone else’s interest. 

The distinction creates a new 
atmosphere in which a mail can get 
to grips with his job. Discipline 
clears the air and makes everything 
easier to follow. F'or the individual 
it becomes a matter of practical 
soldiering, equivalent to keeping 
his rifle clean or his feet in trim. 
For the Army as a whole it is a 
measure that make* the machine 
more compact, cuts out delay and 
increases the force of its striking 
power. 

The deft fingers of Lt. Fletcher 
are put to many uses. During his 
training days lie constituted fifty 
per cent of the Company Band, foi 
which l:e provided percussion with 
a pair of spoons. He can always be 
relied on fur a good number at a 
social evening. The only success he 
lays claim to is that he brought 
tears to the Mealde’s i-yes with hi- 
acrobatic song-hit. lie think- thi- 
imist lu the rea-mi why lie received 
! i- award. 



GEORGE FLETCHER of the British Battalion 



.\r. t. 
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LETTERS 



FROM 



HOME 



Stay as Long as You 
Can, Advises Veteran 

Dear T 

Your letter arrived, as usual, 
more than a month* after you had 
written it. Received The Volun- 
teer for Liberty and the other ma- 
terial long before — the song books 
and other little booklets, and then 
the French book of the 15th Bri- 
gade. Could you tell me if they 
are going to print that book in 
English? I showed it to a number 
of people and all of them said they 
would like to buy it if it were in En- 
glish. Most of the material you 
have sent I ’ve given to the Friends 
of the Brigade ; the rest I use 
myself, showing things to diffe- 
rent people. The song books I am 
going to lend to different choruses 
around here. 

The Phiadelphia Friends of the 
Lincoln Brigade are now at ion 
Chestnut St., Room 818. They have 
also been receiving Volunteers and 
posters. Dan Elkins, secretary of 
the FLB. asks that you send him 
as many cards, posters and other 
material as possible. They could 
be sold or used as prizes to popu- 
larize tlieir work. 

The boys who have returned are 
Walcoff, Hy Ronier, Harry Wa- 
llach, Jacobs, Rochester, Cliinie- 
lofsky, Melnicoff, Harold London 
from the Washington Battalion, 
and Brenner, who was an aviator. 
We have already established a 
chapter of the Veterans ; it is 
called the Wickman-Barrelli Chap- 
ter... 

You mention in your letter that 
you often wonder whether it is 
possible to readjust oneself com- 
pletely after having been |o war. 
Well, it is difficult. When one is 
at war there are u number of 
things that happen ; and one gets 



used to them. Then you come to 
a peaceful country, and you have 
different kinds of worries. When 
you go to meetings there’s a lot 
of talk but little action. They do 
not understand the meaning of 
discipline, as men do who have 




been fit war. Another thing is that 
things go too slow... I wish ft was 
possible for me to return to be 
in Spain still. In Spain we were 
able to be always with men who 
were men, men who spoke as 
friends and did not havi — could 
not have — anything to hide... 

Well, Pat, I)an and the boys 
send their best regards. The boys 
say that whatever you do, stay 
there in Spain as long as you can... 

Salud ! 

Bill Fra it 



British Labor M P , 

Ted Williams, Hears 
From Miners Federation 

Dear Ted : 

During the visit you and your 
colleagues are making to Spain, 
kindly convey to the heroic people 
of that country the deepfelt grati- 
tude of the British miners in tlieir 
fight for the cause of economic 
freedom. 

To the miners of Asturias, those 
giant gladiators of immeasurable 
gallantry, give a real British mi- 
ners’ appreciation for their glo- 
rious work. m 

Wherever you go, whoever you 
meet among the fighters and wor- 
kers for Spanish liberty as against 
tyranny, thank them in our name. 
Their good cause must spread 
throughout the length and breadth 
of the* world. 

Yours fraternally, 
lib by F.dviatd*, Sec.y. 
Miners, Federation 
(ierfota Britain 



NUE VOS 



• Ayudar, organizar y capacitar 
a la juventud •. Palabras dichas 
por el Secretario general de la 
J. S. U. Palabras, que necesitamos 
aplicar inmediatamente. Pronto 
llegaran a las Unidades jovenes 
reclutas. Sangre joven y dispuesta 
a luchar. Pero todavia con poca 
experiencia. Desde el moniento en 
que el recluta llegue a la Unidad 
empieza nuestra tarea. Hay que 
ayudarles desde todos los puntos 
de vista. Si no saben como hay 
que aprovechar el terreno, hay 
que ensendrselo condenzudamente, 




RECLUTAS 



expli carle como se debe proteger 
de los ataques de los aviones, como 
se construyen refugios. Cada sol- 
dado veterano debe hacer todo lo 
posible para que lo que el ya sabe, 
lo sepa tambien el nuevo recluta. 
El recluta debe aprender a escri- 
bir a leer. Para ello, cada vete- 
lano le debe prestar su indxima 
ayuda. En los ratos de tranquilidad 
debe dejar por unos momentos el 
fusil a un lado, y empunar las 
otras armas que son el papel y la 
plum a. Se deberdn organizar es- 
cuelas de Transmisiones, Sani- 
dad, etc. para los nuevos reclutas, 
donde este pueda llegar dentro del 
inenor. espacio de tiempo a poder 
llevap:, * por la capacitacion obte- 
nida, galones ganados merecida- 
mente. Se les deberd dar charlas, 
explicdndoles por que deben lu- 
char a muerte hasta el aplasta- 
miento final del fascismo. Si son 
labradores, se les deberd dar char- 
las de lo que la Republics del 
Frente Popular ha dado a los 
campesinos y a los trabaj adores de 
la tierra. Si son obreros, se les 
explicard el cambio operado en 
las ciudades, en el que ya no 
existe un solo parado! Todos en 
pie a recibir a los nuevos reclutas, 
y a capacitarlos para que lleguen 
a ser una de las armas mas pode- 
rosas p ra aplastaj a la invasion 
fascista ! 

F. N. 



21 BOMBARDMENTS FAIL 
TO DAUNT VALENCIANS 



« Children first*) is the motto of 
the Junta Passive Defense of Va- 
lencia, which has just published 
data concerning its work in the 
first seven months of its existence. 
The J unta, its work hastened be- 
cause of the 21 bombardments 
which Valencia has undergone, has 
begun the construction of eight 
bfl).nb-proof shelters adjoining 
schools, ami it has carried out 
works to protect four clinics. In 
one of these a tunnel had to be 



built to communicate with a bomb- 
proof shelter in which a special ope- 
rating theatre can be set up. 

The J unta has also built an emer- 
gency hospital with two operating 
theatres and twelve beds. It has 
built three bomb-proof shelters 
inside the city and two in the 
outskirts. It looks after the upkeep 
of the shelteifc previously cons- 
tructed and the installation of po- 
weiful air-raid warning sirens. 
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Las tres condiciones 
osenciales para veneer 

VALOR 
DISCI PLI N A 
FE en la VICTORIA 






I NO PASARAN! 

The VOLUNTEER 
FOR LIBERTY 
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iNO CEDER UN SOLO PALMO DE TERRENO 



YIELD AN INCH 



GUADALAJARA 

HACE UN ANOIA YEAR AGO 



DO NOT 

OF 

GROUND 

TO 

THE ENEMY! 

Defend every 
conquered posi- 
tion; hold our li- 
nes firmly; FOR- 
TIFY, FORTIFY, 
FORTIFY, THIS IS 
THE DUTY OF 
EVERY SOLDIER 

Brigadas Infernacio- 
les, congregacion gene- 
rosa y esponfanea de 
hombres de las Cinco 
partes del Mundo, que 
pedian una plaza para 
morir por la libertad. 

DR. JUAN NEGRIN 



En Guadalajara el 
enemigo posefa instru- 
ments de combate nu- 
merosos, mejores y ma- 
yores que los nuestros 
entonces. Sin embargo, 
fue primero contenido 
y despues aplcstado. 

El factor decisivo de 
aquel gran episodio, 
como tiene que serlo 
junto a nuestros mejo- 
res elementos de com 
bate en la lucha de 
monana fue la MORAL 
INQUEBRANTABLE DE 
NUESTROS SOLDADOS 
la firmeza, la decision 
y el coraje de nuestros 
MANDOS Y COMISA- 
RIOS POLITICOS. 



In Guadalajara the 
enemy possessed more 
numerous and better 
weapons than ours 
then. However, first the 
enemy was held back, 
then beaten. 

The decisive factor of 
that great episode, was 
the brilliant morale of 
our troops, the strength, 
the courage of our com- 
manders and Political 
Commissars. With this 
same morale we can 
smash through the 
Fascist Offensive and 
hold high the Banner 
of the Republic 



ENEMIGO! 

Defender bien 
cada pos i c i on 
conqu istada, 
mantener fuertes 
nuestras Kneas. 
FOR T IFICAR, 
FORTIFICAR, 
FORTIFICAR, 
es el gran deber 
del soldado, man- 
dos y comisarios. 

Ayuda a los Comisa- 
rios para que no exis- 
ta un solo combatiente 
que ignore para que 
lucha y que es lo que 
va a ganar con la vic- 
toria. 
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THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 



1 FIRMES EN EL FRENTE! 



grita la U. 6. T. a los Oficiales y soldados 

de la XV Brigada 




A TODOS LOS CAMARADAS SOLDADOS Y OFICIALES DE LA XV BRIGADA 



; Celebremos hoy una victoria de uni- 
dad, conseguida por las masas de la 
U. G. T. y de la C. N. T., que han sellado 
su pacto de UNIDAD DE ACCION! 

; Que este firme paso para preparar las 
condiciones de la victoria, que afianza la 
unidad de toda la Espaiia antifascista, 
sirva para itnpulsar la bravura de nues- 
tras arnias y tensar los pulsos de nuestros 
soldados ! 

j NO QUEREMOS SER VASALLOS DE 
MUSSOLINI! ; NO SEREMOS NUNCA 
UN PAIS FASCISTA! 

UNA SOLA CONSIGNA: Para los solda- 
dos, resistir; para la retaguardia, trabajar. 
Y por encima de todo, fe ; absoluta fe en 

FFDERACHiN LOCAL 



el destino victorioso de la REPUBLIC A. 

; NUESTRA ESPANA NO SERA DE 
LOS INVASORES ! 

Defendemos nuestra tierra, nuestras ca- 
sas, nuestras vidas y nuestro porvenir. 
; No p.odemos retroceder un solo paso ! 

i Unidos, inquebrantablemente unidos 
en la resistencia ! 

; Firmes en las trincheras ! j Nosotros 
estamos firmes en las fabrLas! 
i Atras, los enemigos del pueblo ! 
i ESPANA NO SERA DE MUSSOLINI! 
; ESPANA PERTENECE AL PUEBLO 
ESPANOL! 

i RESISTID, FORTIFICAD, Y NUNCA 
PAS A RAN ! 

DE SINDICATOS DE BARCELONA, U. G. T. 



“BE FIRM AT THE FRONT!* 1 SAYS UfiT TO OFFICERS AND MEN 
OF 15th BRIGADE “WIHLE WE SPEED UP WAR PRODUCTION* 1 



TO THE COMRADE SOLDIERS AND OFFICERS OF THE 15th BRIGADE 



A great victory in the rearguard has been sealed — - a 
pact of UNITY between the U. G. T. and the C. N. T. 

This tremendous victory means the doubling of all 
our efforts to help win the war. 

It means we shall be able to send you more and 
better war material to defend yourselves against the 
bestial fascist murderers. 

In this critical moment there must be one slogan : 

For you: RESIST, RESIST at all costs. 

For the rearguard : 

WORK HARDER THAN 
EVER. 



OUR SPAIN SHALL NOT BE THAT OF THE 
INVADERS! 

We are defending our land, our homes, our lives 
and our future ! 

We cannot and must not retreat a step ! 

UNITE, unite in the resistance ! 

BE FIRM AT THE FRONT WHILE WE WORK AS 
FIRMLY IN THE WAR FACTORIES! 

SMASH THE ENEMIES OF THE PEOPLE ! 

SPAIN SHALL NEVER 




Above All you must 
keep FAITH, absolute faith 
in the victorious destiny 
of the REPURI 1C. 



Comrades : Now is the time when unity and courage 
and hard work are needed more than ever before. Every 
drop of blood shed by our comrades on the fields of 
Spain is blood spilled in the protection of our own lands 
blood spilled in the war to exterminate German 
Nazism and Italian Fascism. 

Comrades: whatever our nationality, whether we be 
American or British or Spanish let us fight shoulder to 
shoulder together in this critical time as we have worked 
side by side in past battles! Let us resist with strength, 
and turn the fascist offensive into a crushing defeat and 
rout, as our comrades did at Guadalajara a year ago! 



BE MUSSOLINI’S. 
SPAIN BELONGS 



TO 




THE LOYAL SPANISH 
PEOPLE. 

RESIST! FORTIFY! 
And THEY SHALL NOT 
PASS! 



Federacidn Local de Sindicatos de Barcelona, II. 0. T. 






RESISTIR ES VENCER 
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jATRAS LOS INVASORES DE ESPANA! 



DRIVE OUT THE INVADERS OF SPAIN! 



Make Aragon a se- 
cond Guadalajara 
for the Italians! 



Reinforcements of arms 
and men are on their way. 

These new weapons, with 
your courage and heroism, 
can be used to halt and 
destroy the enemy. 

All of Spain is with you. 

The whole nation is mo- 




Una sola preocupacldn politica en todo el 
pais y en todos los antifascistas: 



j*H£nidad contra cl cncmigo comun! 

fdioiontt del ComMonado d« Uu Brigadai InitrnjuicnaUt 



bilizing in a feverish war 
tempo against the fascists. 

Fling your whole strength 
against the invaders! 

TO DEFEND SPAIN’S 
FREEDOM IS TO DEFEND 
YOUR OWN HOMELAND! 



“Cada metro de tierra 
espanola tiene ahora un 
valor de kilomeiros para 
nuestro destino y el de la 
humanidad civilizada." 

(Del diseursodcl Ministrodc Instruct ion 
Publica, ctunarada Jesus Herndudez.) 



jAragon sera para 
los Italianos un 
segundo Guada- 
lajara! 



;Soldados! jCombatientes 
todos! Nuevos hermanos 
vuestros. Nuevos medios de 
lucha van a ayudaros, y 
con elios y con vuestro he- 
roismo y vuestro patriotis- 
mo hay que aplastar a los 
extranjeros que asaltan la 
patria. Todo el pueblo esta 
a vuestro lado. Toda la pa- 
trfa se movii ;a en un 
mismo latido de guerra 
contra los invasores. 

DESCARGAD COMO 
H UR AC AN INCONTENI- 
BLE TODA LA FUERZA 
DE VUESTRO DESPRE- 
CIO, DE VUESTRO ODIO 
SAGRADO CONTRA LAS 
HORDAS SEDIENTAS DE 
VUESTRA LIBERTAD. 





NOW IS THE TIME TO STRIKE 

BACK! 



It is twenty months, almost to a day since the 
traitor generals, the Benedict Arnolds of Spain, began 
their rebellion of blood against the Spanish people. 
I wenty months since the combined forces of German 
and Italian fascism have despoiled the land. 

It has also been twenty months of stiff resistan- 
ce -tv.enty months during 



have already arrived. Other large ship. * its are on 
the way. 

This flow will not be interrupted a moment ! 
Artillery, planes, ammunition— these are now turned 
out, and will continue to be turned out, in abundance. 
Sufficient to turn every attack into a counter-attack 

that will win back for Loyal 



which the enemy has been 
stopped at all vital points, 
m- in Madrid, as in Gua- 
• ialajara, and the Jararna 
V uey. 

Today the people of 
-•twin work harder than 
. or before to turn out the 
o. terials of war — mate- 
: !,; which we, the soldiers 
■ 1 he Republic, can trans- 

1 into materials of vic- 

War supplies flow stea- 
toward the front. Some 




Jandxaii ioJLdadai dal puaMo, to-do e£ aK- 
tnatnavJo qua nacaivtdii pcxa alcatvzcx, can vuaitxa 
va Bx>\ y- vi 'sitXCi. pexLcia, VictoJaai datiiivai e*i la 
luc&a pox la UAaxtad da tspatia. 

Dr NEC/ MS. President*' 
* del Co nst ii > Jf Mint > f/ < . 



Spain the land which rig- 
htfully belongs to the peo- 
ple with whom we fight 
shoulder to shoulder. 

These materials, added 
to our will to conquer, 
will go a long way toward 
victory. 

The workers of the rear 
pledge that the flow of war 
materials to the front shall 
not cease. 

They - and all Spain — 
await our answer. 




V 

1 



RESISTID Y FORTIFICAD! 
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LUCHAR HASTA LA VICTORIA 



El enemigo emplea una nueva tactica. Contra nuestros 
hombres, maquinas. Pero en la guerra el factor fundamen- 
tal es el hombre. El hombre dotado de la conviccion heroica 
de que esta empeiiado en la mas grande lucha por su liber- 
tad. Porque cada joven que llega a nuestro Ejercito, cada 
antifascista que se encuadra en el, cada espanol simplemente 
llamado al cumplimiento desu deber militar saben que estdn 
luchando porque la Patria no sucumba bajo un poder ex- 
tranjero, porque nuestras minas, nuestros campos, nuestras 
mujeres, nuestra dignidad no scan botin de un invasor. 

I 't-1 tli.-curso del Ministro dc- Tnstnicoion 
l’uhlic'a. oamarada Jesris Hernandez.) 




jSoldados! 

Cuidad y conservad las 
artnas como el tesoro mas 
preciado que el pueblo es- 
panol ha puesto en vues- 
tras manos. 

Cada fusil, cada maqui- 
na, ha costado a nuestra 
patria dificultades y sacri- 
ficios inmensos obtenerlo. 

No abandones jamas tu 
fusil. El es tu mejor com- 
pahero. Tu mejor instru- 
mento de defensa. 

Por cada fusil que se 
abandona o se estropea se 
presta un valioso servicio a 
tus peores enemigbe: a los 
traidores coitio Franco f 
los sends, y a los mercena- 
rios de .Hitler y Mussolini 
que invaden nuestro pais. 



jCamarada sofdado! 

El deber sublime de todo luchador antifascista en estas 
horas es resistir al enemigo. Resistir frente a todos ios 
obst&culos y dificultades. 

La resistencia ardiente del pueblo en otras etapas dificiles 
permitio convertir las ofensivas fascistas en victorias 
republicanas. 

Mi las balas, ni los obuses, ni las bombas de la aviacidn 
fascista pueden impedir que nuestros combatientes se peguen 
a la tierra y no la abandonen. El terreno no lo ocupan los 
caiiones ni los aviones: lo ocupan los hombres, lo ocupa la 
infanteria. Y cada soldado del Ejdrcito Popular vale diez 
veces mds que los soldados obligados a luchar por Franco y 
los mercenaries traidores de Italia, Aletnania y Marruecos. 





jCamarada comisario! 

La consigna de todo nuestro pue- 
blo es: ; Resistir al enemigo! 

La defensa del terreno hasta el 
heroismo mas grandioso la han he- 
cho nuestros soldados en docenas de 
batallas durisimas. 

Bastb que nuestros soldados com- 
prendiesen bien la necesidad impe- 
riosa de cerrar el paso al enemigo 
para que cada combatiente popular 
se transformase en una nturalla que 
no podian franquear los ejCrcitos 
invasores. 

El trabajo politico de nuestros co- 
misarios, la fortaleza moral y la re- 
solucibn de heroismo ysacrificio que 
transmitian a cada soldado, el ejem- 
plo personal de cientos de comisa- 
rios en momentos decisivos hizo de 
cada soldado un ejemplo brillante 
de disciplina y arrojo 

Como en otras tantas batallas, en 
Madrid, en Guadalajara, en el Jara- 
ma, en Pozoblanco, en Teruel, hoy 
en AragAn, los comisarios tienen 
que ser los hombres decisivos de las 
situaciones dificiles. 

jComisarios! El epilogo de la ba- 
talla de AragAn tiene que ser, por 
vuestro trabajo, el mistno del 18 de 
tnarzo en Guadalajara. 




THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 



SPAIN WILL NEVER YIELD 

TO FASCISM 



« Our people has always known how to defend itself, 
our whole history, the history of the people’s liberties 
in our country is a lesson in heroism. Our people never 
tolerated the yoke of foreign rule, was never willing to 
be a subject nation. With a sublime heroism the people 
of Numancia buried themselves in the ruins of their city. 
With epic bravery our grandfathers defended Spanish 
soil against the Napoleonic eagles. And it is from this 
home of heroes, this brood of Titans, this virile, undying 
blood that our people spring. Yesterday, armed with 
shot guns sticks, knives and shears, this people defeated 
the invasion. Today, with that spirit which glows, through 
the whole history of Spain it will never tolerate any fo- 
reign rule. The whole spirit of the present war blends 
with our people’s past, with its determination to be in- 
dependent, to be free. 



These are the spiritual virtues of our innermost Spa- 
nish being. This is the spirit which must be aroused to 
the highest pitch and in that spirit our Army and our 
people must be trained. — The unconquerable spirit of 
resistance. To cling to the ground, to protect it with a 
body that prefers death to slavery, to guard it with our 
unyielding resolve not to let them pass. Every yard of 
Spanish soil today has the worth of miles for our destiny 
and for the destiny of all civilised mankind. To resist 
is to conquer. Firm in the defence, firm on Spanish 
land 1 From our victorious resistance will spring the im- 
pulse for our overwhelming offensive. » 

JESUS HERNANDEZ 
Minister of Public Instruction 



ONE VICTORY THEY CANNOT WIN! 



The city of Barcelona suffered, during the days of 
March 16, 17, and 18, the heaviest and most concen- 
trated aerial bombardment that any city has received 
in the history of the war. Despite this, the people have 
not wavered. 

Instead of buckling to the brutality of fascism, the 
people are uniting more clo- 
sely than ever. The C. N. T. 
and the U. G. T., Spain’s 
giant trade union organiza- 
tions, have completed a Unity 
Pact that will bring the wor- 
kers of all fields into one 
powerful front against the in- 
vaders. The war factories 
hum busily. Industry is rea- 
ching a vigorous war tem- 
po. Catalonia will not give 
in to fascism. 



A year ago, Madrid inflicted heavy blows on the 
fascists at jarama and Guadalajara. The 15 th Brigade 
played a leading role in stopping the fascists at Jarama. 
Madrid was NOT taken. 

Now the 15th Brigade can once again play a leading 
and historic role in the Spanish war by again stopping 
the fascists dead in their tracks. We can duplicate the 
Guadalajara triumph of 
a year ago. 

The enemy may have 
advanced and won 
ground, but one victory 
they shall not win — 
and that is THE FINAL 
VICTORY. 

That last victory can 
be, AND WILL BE, 

OURS. 





Imp. Elzcvlrlana y Lib. Cami, E. C. - Torrca Amat, 9 - Barcelona 
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CADA PICO FORTIFICANDO 

CONTRA LOS ENEMIGOS DEL PUEBLO 



Se han dado muchas brdenes, de que inmediatamente 
despues de la entrada en una position se dehen construir I 
fortificaciones. Pero muchos de nuestros camaradas no 
piensan en crearse, siendo esto lo primero de todo, una \ 
verdadera defensa, con la cual esta asegurado contra arti 
lleria y aviation. Los ultimos combates en Teruel nos han 
demostrado, que cada soldado que no se ha I'ortificado bien, I 
esta perdido en cl terreno. 

^Que es lo que debe tener siempre consign un soldado f 

de Infanteria ? Un fusil para disparar y una pala, con la 

j cual se pueda fortificar en todo momento. Pero a pesar I 
de esto, estas necesidades- elementales no nos han entrado 
en la cabeza como nos debian haber entrado. 

(Como son en su mayor parte una de nuestras posicio- ,f 

nes? Tomemos como ejemplo un hoyo de tirador. Un agu = | 

1 jero grande, no muy hondo, pero ancho, de forma que pue= | 
| da contener uno o dos hombres. Ademas, las piedras sa= f 
cadas del agujero son colocadas en la direccion del tiro | 
dclante del agujero de tirador. Por la anchura del hoyo, 

1 cada auador esta en condiciones de poder tocar al tirador 
que se encuentra en el hoyo. Las piedras colocadas delante 
f del agujero, pueden convertirse muy facilmente en me- 
tralla en el momento en que una bala hace bianco en ellas 
y hieren al combatiente que se encuentra detras. 

| (Como se debe construir un hoyo de tirador? Fn una 
i profundidad de 1*10 m. y en una anchura de 70 a 80 cin. ; 
esto es completamente suficiente y tiene todas las exigent 
cias de una huena protection, que necesita el tirador. La 
3 tierra sacada se debe colocar en la direccion de tiro, y 
proporciona una buena cazadora de balas contra ios tiros 
l de Infanteria, sin que el combatiente que se encuentra de- 
i tras sea herido. Las piedras sacadas se tiran a algunos 
; metros de distancia detras del hoyo de tirador. Se debe 
j poner una especial atencion en el «camullaje». La tierra 
\ fresca acabada de sacar se tiene que ajustar al terreno y 
■ no se tiene que diferenciar por nada de Ios alrededores. 

I Fste trabajo se puede realizar en una noche y a la manana 
i siguiente el soldado tiene una protection suliciente contra 
I el fuego de Infanteria enemigo y contra el 'ugo de las 
ametralladoras de Ios aviones. 




No ei flora mat que cJe lener un solo peniamienfo y una sola 
volunfad, aplaitar al enemigo. Aplailarle, luchando en el (rente, traka- 
jando mat en la retaguardia, peniguiendole y deienmascarandole cuando 
se oculta entre noiotroi. 

Dr. NEGRIN, President* del Conseio d* Ministros. 

eaicijiti at l Cemtiartade t at Britadat UrnacWnaut 

EL Fill SE ESIIELlii ED ESPIftl 

Excmo. Sr. Presidente del Consejo de Ministros. 

Los soldados, Clases y Comisarios del 55 Batalldn de P 
la 14 Brigada Mixta, piden a V. H. emplee inano dura f 
contra Ios enemigos del pueblo que pretenden esclavizar- i 
nos con su regimen tiranico. 

Los combatieutes de este Batalldn estamos dispuestos 
a derramar toda nuestra sangre hasla aplastarlos definite 
vamente, porque de esto depende el bienestar de todos Ios 
trabajadores, haciendo al mismo tiempo vieja y (irme 
nuestra consigna de j No pasaran v pasaremos! 

Nos oponemos terminantemente a pacto de ninguna 
clase con Ios as sinos de nuestros hermanos de clase, por 
tener plena seguridad en nuestro fuerte Oobierno del | 
Frente Popular. 

Queremos que en nuestra retaguardia cunda nuestro 
ejemplo, intensificando su trabajo cn la produccidn de ma> =. 
teriai de guerra, y de esta forma, trabajando conjunta- 
mente retaguardia y vanguardia, el fascismo se estrellara 
en Fspada. 

Feiicitamos a nuestro Gobierno por su correcta actua- 
tion. : 

I Viva nuestro glorioso Ejercito y el Frenu Popular' 5 

Sigucn yj firtnas 
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NEWS BRIEFS OF THE WEEK 



NEW YORK. — The hos- 
tility of the American people 
against the Neutrality act is 
growing daily. This Ael, pas- 
sed in Ma\*, 1937, was desig- 
ned to prevent war shipments 
from being sent from the Uni- 
ted States to loyal Spain. The 
•New York Times* in a sen- 
sational editorial calls for the. 
repeal of the Neutrality Act. 

A Spanish paper reports 
that even the arch-conservati- 
ve «Herald Tribune* attacks 
the fascists and predicts that 
the democracies will align 
themselves with Russia aga- 
inst the militarists. 

THE SOVIET TRIAL 

On March 2nd the trial 
began before the Military Co- 
llegion of the [Supreme Court 
of the U. S. S. R. of the mem- 
bers 'of the criminal conspira- 
cy group of the «bloc of Rights 
and Trotskyists* . 

Among the accused are five 
whose names are generally 
known throughout the coun- 
try. They are Bukharin, Ry- 
kov, Yagoda, Krestinsky and 
Rakovsky. 

In the dock stands the for- 
mer leader of the «Left Com- 
munists*, Rykov, who later, 
in company with Bukharin, 
Tomsky and others, became 
the organising traitor of the 
right-wing restorers of capi- 
talism. In with him are the 
bourgeois Nationalists : Ikra- 
mov, Eaisula,, Khoadjayev 
and others ; the ex-Menshi- 
viks like Chernov and former 
Social Revolutionaries like 
Grinko ; past) and present pro, 
vocateurs of the Czarist 
Okhrana, like Zelensky and 
Ivanov, and people who used 
their diplomas as doctors and 
professors to poison some of 
the best men of the proleta- 
rian Revolution : Kubyshev. 

Menshinsky and Gorky. 

NEW YORK. •- In Times 
Square recently, 5000 young 
people burned an effigy of 
Hitler. The demonstration pa- 
ralvzed traffic for half an hour. 

LONDON. — An editorial 
in the «Dailv Herald*, organ 
of the Labour Party approves 
of the idea of a conference for 
peace as proposed by the So- 
viet Government. This edito- 
rial is particularly significant 
when it is remembered that 
this paper has always been 




WAR FACTORY IN OUR REAR 



READY TO DEFEND 
SPAIN’S LIBERTY 
AND FUTURE 

Once again the enemies of the Spanish people have 
been conducting strong military operations against 
the independence of Spain. With foreign troops and 
imported war material, the servants of international 
fascism are attempting to subject new territories to 
a regime of slavery and degradation. 

In twenty months of struggle we have faced many 
enemy offensives. A thousand times the traitors have 
announced that Spain would be totally subdued. 
A thousand times, too, the people and its Army 
have demonstrated that a nation continues to be 
free when it is ready to defend its liberty and its 
future with weapons, and sacrifice the life of its sons 
for the banner of independence. 

At all times the Republican fighters have known 
how to surpass the odds of war material against 
them with a strong morale and powerful conviction 
which neither Franco’s soldiers nor those of Musso- 
lini have ever, or can ever, have. Our rifles and 
our equipment, insufficient as it has been, have 
successfully oposed all the weapons sent to Spain 
by Italians and Germans in order to assassinate us. 

The tenacity and the sacrifice of our soldiers will 
transform into gun-powder and into an unconque- 
rable cry the banner and slogan of antifascist Spain ; 
THEY SHALL NOT PASS! 



hostile towards Soviet Russia. 
Among some of the passages 
in the editorial are : 

•The Government of the 
U. S. S. R. proposes that the 
directing members of the Lea- 
gue of Nations with the Uni- 
ted States have a conference 
to discuss the international si- 
tuation. 

•Tlie object would be to 
combine all forces to preserve 
peace. This is precisely the 
practical path waited for by 
many years by millions of Bri- 
tishers, who would liked to ha- 
ve seen this initiated by their 
own Government. The initia- 
tive, instead, came from the 
U. S. S. R. 

• It’s immaterial where it 
came from. What is important 
is that it has come and it is 
indespensable to not let this 
opporunity pass by not bac- 
king it. All who believe in co- 
llective security as the only 
medium to avoid world disas- 
ter must support the Soviet 
Government’s proposal enthu- 
siastically.* 

NEW YORK. «We belie- 
ve*, write 61 Bishops of 36 
states of the North American 
Confederation, in a letter di- 
rected to the catholic Bishops, 
•that the war in Spain, begun 
as a military rebellion, has 
been transformed into a rea- 
lization of part of a . general 
program of conquest by the 
fascist nations. We know that 
■the catholic church of the Uni- 
ted States has shown favorable 
tendencies toward Franco. Re- 
gardless, we ask the church to 
intervene against fascist bar- 
barism.* 

The letter of the North 
Evangelic Church protests the 
savage bombardments of Bar- 
celona and expresses the hope 
that the catholic Bishops will 
protest to Salamanca. 

VIENNA. According to 
the latest news, more than 
1000 suicides have been re- 
gistered in Austria during the 
past week. The legitimate 
Austrian chief, Coronel Wolf, 
was reported to havecommited 
suicide after he shot at so- 
me German officials. Wide 
scale arrests, continue. 

PARIS. The Erench Go- 
vernment together with the 
British Government has sent 
to the Spanish Rebels a note 
expressing horror of the un- 
called for bombardments of the* 
city of Barcelona. 



U1NID0S TODOS - RESISTIR SIEMPRE 
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DISCIPLINE: The Difference i BRAVO POR LOS 
Between Troops and Rabble QUINTOS! 



por el temente ayudonte 
de operaciones 

GERMAN HERNANDEZ ANTON 



TBier** mqst bt few memnm QJ"'th£XV Brigaue who have not 

Sf^ne nme or another wiinessefl a large ceremonial parade and. 
^}hato\ t-r - other feelings they may have had, admired the precision 
and accuracy of the troops in movement. Most have read at some 
time or another of incidents such as the seige of Verdun, or the 
forming of the British infantry square at Waterloo, and if such in 
cidents be analysed it will be found that they were 
only rendered possible by a high standard of dis- 
cipline. 

Discipline has been held to be that which differen 
tiates a body of troops from a rabble. Those among 
its who imagine that discipline is a measuie solely 
created for their person.il discomfort would do well 
to remember that no campaign has ever been sue- 
cessfully waged by an ill-disciplined army, but that 
on the contrary discipline is the keystone of military 
success. Many are also prone to forget although they 
willingly impose various actions of discipline upon 
themselves, they are amongs the first to resent dis. 
cipline imposed on them by others, oblivious of the 
fact that such disciplinary measures are almost in- 
variablv in their own interests, and undoubtedly in 
the interests of the Army as a whole. 

Those who feel subversive should consider the 
state of an army in the field lacking the means for 
cohesive action. Not only will it be impossible to 
achieve any measure of success but there will be an 
appalling loss of life as a result of this. 

In the case of officers and N. C. O.’s it will be 
found that if they are genuinely interested in the 
welfare of those under their command, they will be 
respected, and by such respect discipline will be 
easily maintained. Commissars in particular are res- 
ponsible for keeping up the disciplinary tone of their 
unit bv their personal example both on and off parade. 

The nearer a unit is to actual combat, the more ur 
gent the issue of discipline becomes. 

Ill-disciplined troops in action have damaging! 
effect on morale. At Waterloo, Wellington, though 
numerically inferior, had some thousands of troops 
marched from the scone of action to avoid the harm 
ful effect their lack of discipline was having on the 
army as a vhole. The professional fascist troops have a 
long disciplinary training behind them, and although 
their methods will never be ours, at the same time 
we are not going to let them take lead of us in this 
necessary military accomplishment. 

The standard of discipline of an 
army can be measured by the esteem 
in which if is held by the civil po- 
pulation. Good relations between 
them depend directly upon this 
standard. This is to be the year of 
liberation for the Spanish people. 

Let Discipline be the motto of the 
Army that is to drive the fascist 
invader out of Spain. 




Los que tenemos conocvfpiento claroWe la Hicha que se desarrolla en Espana. esta- 
bamos coniAncidos de^quelos reqfutas,* a pesar de no habene incorporado volunta- 
riamente ji las filas de.nueslro glOrioso Ejercito Popular, tampoco lo hieieron a la 
fuerza, yl qk como torzosos se puede solo designar a los hijos de... esas castas 
que siempre esclavizaron a Espana y que lograron ponerse a salvo durante 
los primeros dias « hien fueron eliminados por la jus*icia del pueblo. 
Por esto estabamos convencidos de que si no se habian incorporado 
antes era porque muchos estaban al frente de import^ntes c rgos 
de retaguardia, v otros estaban ocupados en el no menos importante 
frente de la produccion ; pero que tan pronto como el Cinbierno los 
llamara a filas no dudarian nl un momento en venir a eumplir con 
un fusil en ia mano el mismo deber que cunfplian antes al frente de 
una maquina. de un harado o de una oficina. con el espiritu que 
posetmos »odo« Us rsparoles hijos de ese pueblo de Espana rica y 
fecunda. alegre v bella, y que durante siglos esas castas subkvadas 
tuvierpr con\ertida en ermpes de concentracicn y <us ciudades en 
presidios, pero que ci-ando viiron que ccmerzaha a clarear el alba 
que arunciata la jvslicia. la libertad y el progreso. no tuvieron in- 
con\en:ertes ri escri pulos en desencadenar esta horrible tragedia 
que aingtin frabajsdor deseaba ni hubiera sido capaz de acarrear. 
Pen . aurqi e estatrmos cor.vi ncidos, aun nos faltaba algo, y eso es 
lo qi e nos babeis dado : la confirmacicn, ya que los reclutas del 24 
han >?bido hacer honor a la tradicion del Batalldn y de la Brigada 
demostrando a Us \ cteranos que, aunque sin ninguna experiencia, 
saben dar el pecho ; saben cruzar las espesas cortinas del fuego de 
artilleria y agi-antar valienfemente a la aviactfn y hacer retroceder 
a las hordas salvajes que estAn mancillando nuestra Espana. 

Estos braves errraradas ncs dieren un ejcmplo en la primera 
actuacidn de la Brigada en esta ultima campaha, cumpliendo con su 
cometido sin miedo y entonando cantos guerreros, pues fanto solda- 
dos como oficiales y cemisarios estuvieron todos a la altura de su 
deber — el que mis pudo mAs hizo. MAs, entre todos siempre hay 
quien resalta y destaca, y en la operactfn de ese dia lo fueron entre 
otros muchos Juan Nunez, El Corejo », ouien despues de haber 
matado a los que habian herido a un ccmpanero, el solo, arrastrado 
por el entusiafmo y ardor antifascists, quiso salir en persecution de 
los cohardes. cuardo estes huian. TambiOn cito con cmocion el caso 
de Feliciano ManA, que despues de que le hubieron curado las heridas 
del brazo, fue preciso la intervention energies del capitAn Brage 
para qu no subiera a la trinchera cciro el tozudamente pretendia. 
Tampoco olvido al rccluta Antonio Barrios, que segun el capitAn de 
su ccmpenia y ccmpcnercs que le rodeaban, con gran serenidad y 
certera punteria le contarcn dicz y seis fascistas que entre e! y su 
fusil se t trincaron Hay otro digno de menciOn — ese veterano. 
Jest s Pulpon, que con su mAquina y en pleno canoneo enemigofue 
el terror de los legionaries. Ln camillero se destaco cuando mAs in- 
tenso era el fuego de la artilleria enemiga ; el solo transporto el 
carro de una mAquina con cuatro cintas. Tambien hizo prodigios de 
bravura y destreza el cabo de un fusil ametralladora ; y en fin, mu- 
chos mAs que de cltarlos la lista seria innumerable. 

Hay que hacer honor al 24 Batallon a los voluntaries y reclutas, 
oficiales y comisarios que, fundidos en un solo bloque lucharon como 
fuchan los espanoles que defienden su patria y como trabajadores 
que no quieren ser esclavos. Y para terminar, permitidme que re- 
cuerde a los veteranos, y ofrezca a los 
reclutas — que por cierto al recibir el 
bautizo de fuego, ya han dejado de 
serlo — el verso del poeta del bataI16o 
que dice : 



Terminada la ^peracidn 
Queda el Imando satisfecho 
Habeis cumplido un deber 
Se os reserva un derecho. 
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WHAT THE SOLDIER TAKES WITH THE 
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LA FEDERACION LOCAL DE BARCELONA DE LA U. G. T. ACUERDA 
APADRINAR LA 15 A BRIGADA INTERNACIONAL 



<;Kstimados camaradas : 

Xunea como en estos momentos 
se ha heclio evidente vuestra cla- 
rivideiicia de octubre del )(> de- 
cidiros, con etnoeionante gesto, 
luchar por la causa del pueblo es 
panel ; v eada bora que pase, eon 
la tragedia a que dia tras dia se 
ve impelido el mimdo por las au- 
<lacias del faseismo, eada vez con 
mayor descaro, vendra a dar a 
vuestra aportacibn a la defensa de 
nuestras libertades la categoria de 
gesto profetieo. f rente los que 
liasta lince muy poco. en su ee- 
guera o eti su egoismo, no ban po- 
dido o no ban querido ver que era 
lo que .se ventilaba en nuestra 
guerra. 

Para vosotros fue, desde que to- 
masteis la decisidn de abandonar 
vuestros hogarec para acudir en 
ayuda de nuestro pueblo, un deber 
de pura solidaridad que os imponia 
vuestra conciencia de hombres li- 
bres. No quisieramos que en dias 
futuros vuestros paisis, los paises 
deniocrdticos, tuvieran que cpusa- 
graros conio a ejemplares patriotas 
que se anticiparon a defender su 
propia patria, va ameiiaziula desde 
el moniento en que einjiezaroii a 
llegar a Kspaiia, lnvadiendola, los 
mercenaries de Hitler y Mussolini. 

Transcurrido cerca de aiio y ine- 
dio desde que inieiasteis vuestras 
heroicas actuaciones en tierra bis- 
pana, ya formado el gran lyjercito 
Popular Regular pasais a ser, a 
medida que el volumen y la poten- 
cialidad de este va en auniento, 
sobre todo un sinibolo }• un ejem- 
plo, ya que numerieamente sois 
una parte valiosfsinia, pero pe- 
quena, del Ejercito Antifascista. 

Y es por esto precisainente por 
lo que nosotros queremos rendiros 
honienaje de gratitud y admira- 
clon 

La guerra sera aun muy dura, po- 
siblemente larga, y es mas necesa- 
rio eada dia establecer muy estre 
chos lazos entre el frente y la reta 
guardia, hasta conseguir que desde 
las lineas avanzadas hasta las cos- 
tas mediterraneas todos nos sinta 
mos combatientes, marchando y 
laborando al unisono con una sola 
finalidad; la guerra victoriosa. 

He aqui por que una de las deci- 
siones mas destacadas del III L'on- 
greso de la Union (General de Tra- 
bajadores de Cataluiia fue la de 
que nuestros Sindicatos apadrina- 
sen unidades del Ivjercito, la mas 
efieaz y noble maiiera de ligar la 
vanguardia con la retaguardia. 

Y amiando ambas razones, la 
Federacion Local de Sindicatos de 
Barcelona de la U. G. T., que cuen- 
ta en .su seno a muebos sindicatos 
que apadrinan unidades de com- 
batientes. ha acordado que la que 
ella apadrinase c >mo tal 1'edera- 

ion fuese una Brigada Intcrna- 



cional. De esta manera llenaba un 
doble eometido . estreebar los lazos 
de camaraderia con los combatieii- 
tes en general, ya que no olvidamos 
que en vuestra Brigada, como en 
todas las Internacionales hay un 
porcenta-e importantisimo de sol 
dados espanoles/ y hacer patente 
nuestra fraternidad con los herotcos 
y abnegados camaradas de todas las 
tendencias antifascistas que, abiin 
donand > sus pueiticos paises \ sus 
mas eiitrafiables afectos, supieron 
arriesgarlo todo por el supremo 
ieal de la Illimani. lad. la libertad 
de los hombres y de los pueblos. 

He alii, camaradas. las causas 
por las que la Federaciim Local 
de Barcelona de la U. G. T. lia 
decidido apadrinar vuestra Bri- 
gada. a cuyas razones se han ana 
dido las del conocimienfo que tene 
mos de vuestros numerosos y He- 
roicos hechos de armas que tienen 
los nombres gloriosos de Jarama, 
Bruuete, Belchite y otros, trozos 
de suelo espaiiol que regasteis coil 
vuestra sangre al derrotar en ellos 
al faseismo. 

Los Sindicatos de Barcelona, re- 
presentados por esta Federation 
Local os ofrecen, con su padrinaje, 
su incondicional ayuda jiara resol- 
ver vuestras necesidades en rela- 
cion con la retaguardia, su propo- 
sito entusiasta de procuraros en la 
medida de lo ]>osil>le aquellas casas 
a las que no llega la complic da 
organization oficial, por ser reque- 
ridos sus esfuerzos y su atencion 
por otras mas apreiniantes y tal 
vez mas necesarias, su cordial dis- 
position para atenderos en cual- 
quier problema que necesite resol- 
ver en las dias de descanso cual- 
quiera de vosotros, aun en los de 
indole particular, proporcionaros 
medios de relacionaros con elemen- 
tos de retaguardia que ofrezean 
segura garantia de antifascismo y, 
en suma, nuestra Casa social, en 



'▼TTTT'rTTT-' Tt 



BARCELONA U. G. T. OFFERS 
PATRONAGE TO XV BRIGADE 















la que desde ahora teneis que ver 
el hogar del camara da fraternal 
donde siempre se os atender? con 
carino y a donde siempre podlis 
acudir en la seguridad de encon 
trarnos dispuestos a prestaros nues- 
tra colaboracidn. 

La Federacion Local de la U.G.T. 
de Barcelona quiere lioy inisnio, 
al ofrendaros su padrinaje, empe- 
zar una labor efectiva y se complace 
en anunciaros una proxima visita 
a vuestro cuartel general, en la que 
se de comienzo a esa ayuda a la 15 
Brigada International. 

Recibid los mas cordiales salu- 
dos antifascistas de los vSindicatos 
de Barcelona de la U. G. T. 

Por la Federacion Local de Bar- 
celono de la IT. G. T., 

T. Salvado 

Secretario de Propaganda 



WANTING TO KNOW 



«• Remember that time we were 
assaulting up the terraces? » the 
volunteer said. <■ Remember bow 
we dashed up under the terrace 
wall, and stuck to it as if we was 
nailed on* 

<• Right beside me was young 
Sam. He hollered out. I said, 
* What’s the matter? » lie said, 
something hit him, and wanted to 
know if be was wounded. 

« I said, be should, know better 
than me, but he said be couldn’t 
run around himself and have a 
look, in fact under the circumstan- 
ces he conkin' even turn round 
safely. Maybe I could see blood 
somewlieres. 



« Well. I didn’t sec any blood 
and I said so. 

« 'Guess it was a stone or some- 
thing’, he said, and looked pretty 
relieved. He settled down to the 
job again, and so' did 1, and I 
dare say the matter was passing 
out of his mind the same as mine, 
when suddenly he hollered again. 

I am wounded’ he said. ’Look 
here — Look at this ! ’ 

* He held out his hand, and there 
was blood 011 it all right. It came 
from his shoulder. A bullet had 
gone right tluough. 

<• So that 's how young Sam got 
to Bcnieasiin. •> 



A decision to assume patronage 
of the 15th Brigade in order to 
•■cement the front and the rear » 
was expressed in a letter to the 
Brigade by the Local Federation 
of the Barcelona U. G. T. This 
letter was published in the March 
lotll issue of Las Kotifias, organ 
of the r. G. T. of Catalonia. 

Part of the letter reads : 

* The war will still be a hard and 
possibly a long one. it is necessary 
to establish a very strong link bet- 
ween the front and the rearguard, 
a link which will extend from the 
most advanced front fine posts to 
the coast of the Mediterranean, all 
fighters, marching and working in 
unison with one final goal in view; 
a victorious war. » 

The letter explains that the Lo- 
cal Federation of the U. G. T. has 
decided to adopt the Brigade be- 
cause. 

« ...we know your numerous he- 
roic deeds that bear the names of 
the glorious Jarama, Brunete, Bel- 
chite and others, plots of Spanish 
soil on which you have shed your 
blood to help destroy fascism. 

« The Unions of Barcelona, re- 
presented by this l/ocal Federation 
offers, with its patronage, their 
unconditional wish to assist in 
resolving your necessities in rela- 
tion to the rearguard and has an 
enthusiastic aim to procure mea- 
sures to aid in .securing those things 
you need, to which often you can- 
not give your time because of your 
pressing activities. We extend our- 
selves to you in your days of rest 
and offer to acquaint you with 
elements of the rearguard of good 
antifascist character. In addition 
we throw open our Social House 
where you will find a fraternal 
spirit and where you will be atten- 
ded to with generosity and are 
free to come and feel assured in 
finding us always ready to colla- 
borate with you. 

The Local Federation of the 
U. G. T. of Barcelona wishes to 
l>egin an effective work and is 
happy to announce a proposed 
visit to your general barracks in 
the near future. 

« We send you our most cordial 
antifascist salutations from the 
Unions of the Barcelona TJ. G. T. 

« For the Local Federation of the 
Barcelona U. G. T. 

T. Salvado 
Secretary of Propaganda 
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LO QUE EL SOLDADO CONQUISTA CON LA BAYO 
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BAYONET, HE HOLDS WITH 
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THE SPADE 
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VAR I AS PERSONALIDADES 
INGLESAS ATESTIGUAN 
QUE EL EX - GENERAL 
QUEIPO DE LLANO IN- 
SULTO EN LA LINEA, A 
INGLATERRA 



(Gibraltar. — Mas tic eien per- 
sonalit lades inglesas residentes en 
csta plaza asisticron cl domingo 
ultimo, en La Linea, al aeto en el 
curso del dial el ex general Oucipo 
de Idauo pronuneib una serie inin- 
terrumpida de sandeces in suit an do 
a Inglalcrra. 

Segun ban manifestado Ios tes- 
tigos, entre los asistentes a aquel 
acto figuraban un mieinbro del 
Consejo Ejecutivo y varios indivi- 
duos pertcnecientes a la « Justicia 
de Paz; >. Todos los ingleses que 
sc encontraba 1 presentes cuando 
Oueipo de Llano pronuncia las 
palabra6 insult audo a Inglaterra 
abaudonaron el local, regresando 
rapidatiiente a (Gibraltar., 



iCuatro nombres de plata! 

Cuatro Nombres gloriosos 
tiene la XV Brigada, 
cuatro Batallones de hierro 
salieron de sus entranas. 

Al ano de nacer 
tus cuatro hijos del alma, 
pusieron en alto nivel 
el nombre que tu 
alborozada 

les pusiste al nacer : 

Mackenssi-Pappino 

Ingles, 

Lincoln y Veinticuatro. 

Estos son los cuatro nombres 
que salieron de la Nada. 

Para convertirse en Batallones 
de soldados leales a 
Espana. 

1 Contenta puedes estar 
madre XV Brigada, 
tus hijos saben veneer 
en millares de Batallas ! 

I Cual es el mejor de todos 
cuando luchan con las armas? 
Luchando como Elios luchan 
por la Causa Proletaria, 
no hay diferencia alguna 
son cuatro nombres de Plata. 

I Se grabaron en Brunete ! 
i Se grabaron en Jarama ! 

Se grabaron en Quinto y Belchite, 
Teruel y muchas batallas. 

Y quedaron grabadas siempre 
sus cuatro nombres de Plata. 

Y cuando la guerra termine 
con la victoria Proletaria, 

Espana entera cantara » 

a ti XV Brigada 

por tus cuatro Batallones 
grabados en nombres de Plata, 
j Mackensi-Pappino, 

Ingles, 

Lincoln y Veinticuatro, 
tus cuatro hijos del alma ! 

SANTIAGO LOPEZ 
(XV Brigade Ingenieros) 
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FOREIGN MEDICAL AID 



The Foreign Medical Aid Com- 
mittee began to function in Spain 
a year and a half ago. Today the 
organization has 17 base hospitals 
and 0 mobile surgical units, with 
a total of 5,028 beds; 116 ambu- 
lances of various sizes, 53 large 
trucks, 13 light trucks, 23 touring 
cars, 7 mobile operating theatres, 
7 disinfection trucks, and a num- 
ber of gas-proof ambulances. 

There are 163 foreign doctors 
and 68 Spanish doctors in the Fo- 
reign Medical Aid. Among these 
there are ro foreign surgeons and 9 
Spanish surgeons. Up to Decem- 
ber 31, 1937, the base hospitals 
of the Foreign Medical Aid atten- 
ded to 27,015 wounded and sick, 
most of whom were evacuated 
from Foreign Medical Aid front 
hospitals by Foreign Medical Aid 
ambulances. 

There have l>een a numljer of 
casualties. Two Divisional Medical 
Commanders, one Brigade Medi- 
cal Commander, and three Batta- 
lion Medical Commanders have 
been killed. One doctor died of a 
contagious disease at the front, 
one died of illness in the rear, and 
one disappeared. A considerable 
number of stretcher bearers, am- 
bulance drivers and others enga- 
ged in auxiliary services have been 
lost. 

In addition to its medical work, 
the Foreign Medical Aid has or- 
ganized seven children’s homes, 
housing more than 600 orphans. 
To help the.se homes the wounded 
soldiers of the International Bri- 
gades have contributed 200,000 
pesetas. 



The scarcity of tobacco in Spain 
produces many odd phenomena, 
one of which is a certain type of 
small cigarette which is issued to 
the army from time to time. The 
Spaniards call these things « Mata- 
quintos », which means <« Rooky- 
busters ». To others they are known 
as « Anti-tanks », l>ecause they are 
small but very nasty. A third fac- 
tion refers to them as the Asbestos 
brand, for two reasons, one ob- 
vious, the other odious. They say 
that these cigarettes are as good 
as any made in Spain which re- 
mark is in itself a good example 
of war’s unnecessary hardships. 

Tobacco seems a little thing when 
a country is at war, but it 
makes the strain very much easier 
to bear. Those who still smoke in 
peace may not understand how 




SON OF “COWBOY PHILOSO- 
PHER’’ in Spain. Bill Rogers, who- 
se father, Will Rogers, was known 
to millions throughout the world 
who saw him on the stage and screen, 
has just ended a visit to Spain, du- 
ring which he travelled several 
thousand kilometers throughout the 
country. Through “The Volunteer” 
he sends his best wishes for victory 
to the People's Army, especially to 
the Fifteenth Brigade, and “especia- 
lly to the fellows from the West 
Coast.” Rogers was in Barcelona 
when the intense forty-hour fascist 
bombardment occurred, and he ex- 
pects to do things about it when he 
returns to his native California. 
Among other things, Rogers said that 
support for the Loyalists is growing 
steadily in the States, and that ever- 
yone back home is proud of, and 
follows anxiously, the work of the 
Americans in the Fifteenth Brigade. 



great a pleasure a cigarette can 
give out here. So much so that 
men stop when they see a ciga- 
rette butt in their path, and if it 
looks any good at all. pick it up 
and add it to- their collection. 

The army has little, the civilians 
less. An English volunteer wal- 
king with a Spaniard, offered him 
a cigarette from a few he had re- 
ceived in a letter. An old peasant 
happened to lie passing. The Spa- 
niard handed his cigarette to the 
old man, because, as he afterwards 
explained, the fellow loved a 
smoke but very seldom got one. 

If our friends at home want to 
do us a good turn, to send tobacco 
is still one of the best . The more 
we receive from home, the more 
is released here for the civilian 
population. 



LAS FACHADAS DE LOS 
EDIFIC10S DE LAS CIUDA- 
DES REBELDES, CUBIER- 
TAS DE FOTOGRAFIAS DE 
MUSSOLINI, HITLER Y 
OLIVEIRA SALAZAR 

Paris. — Tharaud ha publica- 
do en « Paris-Soir * el segundo ar- 
ticulo sobre la Espaua facciosa. A 
pesar de ser franquista, Tharaud 
ha quedado impresionado por la 
enorme cantidad de carteles es- 
pectaculares que se encuentran en 
todos los pueblos ocupa- ios por los 
facciosos. Estos carteles presentan 
grandes retratos de Hitler, Musso- 
lini y Oliveira Salazar. Mussolini 
est& fotografiado en actitudes tea- 
trales. 



FOUR NAMES OF SILVER 



Four glorious names 
has the Fifteenth Brigade 
Four Battalions of steel 
emerged from its depths. 

In the year since its birth 
your four sons of the soul 
reared to great heights 
the name that you gayly 
gave them at birth : 
Mackenzie-Papineau, 

English, 

Lincoln, and the Twenty-fourth. 
These are the four names 
that emerged from nothingness 
transforming themselves 
into Battalions of soldiers 
loyal to our Spain. 

You can be contented, 

Fifteenth Brigade, 
for your sons know how to win 
in thousands of battles t 
What is better than fighting weii-ur 
med 

fighting as they fight 
for the proletarian cause? 

There is no difference, 

They are four names of Silver. 
They engraved themselves in Brun 
ete 

They engraveo themselves at Jarama 

They engraved themselves at 
Quinto and Belchite, 

Teruel and in many other battles. 
And they shall remain engraved 

together forever — 
these four names ot Silver: 

And when the war ends 

with the people's victory 

the whole of Spain shall sing ot you, 

Fitteenth Brigade ; 

of your four battalions 

engraved in names of Silver : 

Mackenzie-Papineau, 

English, 

Lincoln and Twenty-fourth — 
your four sons of the soul I 

SANTIAGO LtJPEZ 

( 15 th Brigade Engineers) 
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SPANISH YOUTH. The J.S.U. is in the midst of its great campaign to recruit 
thousands of young people for the army. Its slogan, which has already gone 
far toward complete fulfilment, is: "Raise Two Divisions of Youth in 
Ten Days!" 



jDOS DIVISIONES DE JUVENTUDES 

EN DIEZ Millares y millares de jovenes entusiastas y decididos, 

_ l . _ | empunan espontaneamente el fusil para defender sus li- 

L ) I r\ O I bertades amenazadas, para conquistar sus derechos. Son 

voluntarios de la libertad, heroes de nuestra magnifica ju- 
ventud, que,con su esfuerzo, lograra veneer definitivamente 
al fascismo. 

Las masas populares del mundo entero la juventud 
mundial, que actualmente redoblan su esfuerzo para ayu- 
darnos, saludan a estos nuevos voluntarios. El pueblo an- 
tifascista saluda tambien a esta juventud gloriosa, que 
marca el camino de victoria movilizando sus recursos. Y los 
combatientes, los veteranos y los que acaban de incorpo- 
rate, sienten elevarse su moral, cuando saben que la ju- 
ventud esta dispuesta a dar todo su esfuerzo, a movilizar 
hasta su ultimo recurso para aplastar al fascismo invasor de 
nuestro sagrado suelo. 

Las dos divisiones de la Juventud, que han encontrado 
eco entusiasta en toda nuestra Espana, en toda Cataluna 
amenazada, van forjandose con el calor y el entusiasmo de 
esos millares de jovenes que transmiten por pueblos y ciu- 
dades, por fabricas y talleres, su consigna de victoria: 
jDOS DIVISIONS EN DIEZ DIAS! 



BRITAIN AIDS 
VOLUNTEERS 



MODESTO CITES XV BRIGADE 



The Wounded and Dependants 
Aid Committee of Britain* has just 
issued a report of its first six 
months work, Up to November 30, 
1937, had collided over 13.000 
pounds and this had been given 
to maintain the families of the 
Britishers with the International 
Brigade and to aid the wounded 
who have returned home. 

The fund is officially supported 
by the Trade Union Congress and 
many imion Executive Committees 
have advised their members to 
give contributions. Among those 
who have donated money are 
_\ooo local and District. Labour, 
'trade Union and political orga- 
nisations. 

The amalgamated Engineers 
Union Branches have headed the 
list with over 300 donations Other 
Unions which have given consis- 
tent support are the Miners. Kail- 
men. Distributive Workers and 
Printers. 

I11 100 factories collections have 
been taken. Sonic every week. In 
one printing works, Chilians Press, 
the printers of the Daily Herald, 
the men have s user i bed <*00 pounds 
in six months. 

Since the report has been issued 
a Christmas appeal resulted in 
_• .500 pounds being subscribed. 
This enabled the Committee !o 
send Christmas parcels to Spain, 
give extra financial assistance to 
the women and children, and or- 
ganise big Christmas parties at 
which all the children received 
presents. 

The motto of the Committee is 
So long as the nu n in Spain carry 
on we also carry on » 

K. II. BROWN 



Modesto, commanding the l'iftli 
Army Corps, cited the X Y Brigade 
for its work outside Teruel while 
the action was in progress. A fur- 
ther compliment was paid to the 
British Battalion for its good dig- 
ging. which saved many lives. The 
honor of being promoted on the 
field to their present ranks was 
accorded to Major Smith and Cap- 
tain Diaz of the Mac Paps, and 
Captain Alexander of the British. 
These were tile two Battalions who 



took the severest strain of the figh- 
ting in this battle, and suffered 
the heaviest casualties. 

I n liis note to the Division during 
the action at Segura, General Wal- 
ter said. 

« I am grateful to the soldiers, 
officers and commissars of the two 
Brigades, especially the XVtli, for 
their excellent work, and wish 
them many more victories over the 
fascist hordes. » 



PEASANTS GET 
30 TRACTORS 

The Ministry of Agriculture has 
purchased 30 tractors which it is 
distributing in the following man- 
ner: 

Six to the farm bools establi- 
shed by the Institi. e of Agrarian 
Reform in Valencia, Cuenca and 
Albacete, where they will be used 
to instruct the peasants in tractor- 
driving. 

Five to Aragon. 

Eighteen to different parts of 
New’ Castille, where the prepara- 
tion of the land for the Spring 
sowing is most behind hand. 

One to the General Administrat- 
ion of Prisons, to aid in the work 
of land drainage being carried out 
in flic penal colony of Albatera. 

The use of these tractors will not 
only compensate for the decrease in 
animals working the land, but will 
also accustom the peasants to mo- 
dern agricultural methods and will 
prepare them for a further develop- 
ment in this respect. 

ARRANGING 

THINGS 

PROPERLY 

The young battalion commissar, 
with a grin as broad as his shoul- 
ders. luard that the fascists had 
struggled into Teruel again His 
grin grew broader still. 

« Last time they went out of 
that town,* he said, « they left it 
full. If they ’re coming back in. 
God knows they’ll find it empty. 
Let’s give them time to fill it up 
before we throw them out again.' 



RALPH FOX BEN LE1DER 




ANTI-FASCIST CLUB in Barcelona named in their honor. At a meeting of 
the English-speaking section, the members unanimously voted to name 
their group the Ben Leider-Ralph Fox Club, In memory of two outstanding 
men, one American, the other English, who gave their lives to the fight 
against fascism in Spain. 
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ONE ORDER IN EVERYONE’S MIND: 

RESIST 

SAYS NEGRIN IN RADIO TALK TO THE NATION 



'(The following is the speech deli- 
vered by Dr. Juan Tie grin, 
Prime Minister of the Spanish 
Republic, on March, 28, 1938) 



.Spaniards : 

The. :nan who is speaking 
to you, as head and in the 
name of the Government, has 
a right to demand of you com- 
plete confidence in his words, 
for he repeatedly warned you, 
and in happier times, of the 
approach of days of cruel tests 
such as Hie extremely difficult 
days through which we are 




have done this after having 
put up superhuman resistance 
to the combined attacks of the 
foreign air force, artillery, and 
tanks. The invading army has 
been able to verify that it 
is no easy undertaking, what- 
ever means may be employed, 
to drive back an army like 
our own, consisting of Spa- 
niards who are defending the 
dignity and the independence 
of their country and, at the 
same time, the principles of 
law, justice ana peace. These 
principles are dear to all peo- 
ples, and however disdained 



at present passing. 

We are passing through hard times. The 
invading army has undertaken a very vio- 
lent offensive in which it is employing a 
huge quantity of war material. This often* 
sive, by the very manner in which it is beiag 
carried out, reflects in reality the frightened 
haste of the invaders to modify the map of 
liurope in their own favour by annexing Spain 
before they are asphyxiated by the wave of 
indignation which is sweeping the world as 
a result of the designs of the agressors on 
peaceful peoples. Day by day this indignation 
is mounting, and it is beginning to assume 
tremendous proportions. 

But in the very haste with which they 7 are at- 
tempting to convert our country into a co- 
lony 7 lies the s*eed of their failure because 
our glorious Army, with the entire Spanish 
people at its side, is undertaking to convert 
th is haste into a pause. Our soldiers have 
been obliged to abandon positions, but they 7 



they may be in other parts, 
they retain their everlasting virtue in Spain. 

HEROISM OF THE ARMY AND AIR 
FORCE 

In Upper and Lower Aragon, our soldiers, 
the Spanish soldiers, are carrying out acts 
of heroism which exoej, /any recorded by 
history. Even the foreign press, which is hos- 
tile to us, has been obliged to admit with 
what fortitude and bravery 7 the Republican 
Army has borne the avalanches of fire of the 
foreign air forces and artillery ; how our sol- 
diers have fearlessly faced the hundreds of 
tasks of the invaders ; how they have allo- 
wed themselves to be crushed by these tanks 
rather than open the coil of our fatherland 
to them. And the enemy has not merely en- 
countered resistance. The Army of the Repu- 
blic has fought w 7 ith such heroism that in 
some battles it has captured Italian priso- 
ners and tanks. And our aviators, the avia- 
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tors who do not machine-gun women and 
children in the rear, but who, outnumbered, 
face the huge air force sent by Italy and 
Germany and, by impeding the barbarous 
action of the etiemy in the air, are writing 
pages of glory. 

Our entire people are shaken with pride by 
the heroic deeds of the Army, which shows 
that its soldiers know how to carry themselves 
like Spaniards 

THE WILL TO CONQUER AND THE 
UNITY OF OUR PEOPLE 

This heroism, this unselfishess of the Ar- 
my of the Republic, are merely the reflection 
of the entire Spanish people to cause the 
plans of our country’s enemies to fail. This 
is shared by all honourable Spaniards, by 
all the good and industrious people of our 
country, because they all know what it would 
mean to be reduced to the vile condition of 
colonial vassals of Italian and German fas- 
cism. This is understood by country and city 
workers, by small industrialists, the middle 
class, and the intellectuals. They know that 
it not only means oppression, ruin and mise- 
ry, but also physical annihilation. They know 
well the murders and persecutions carried out 
in the countries where fascism has imposed 
itself and the voices of those who have been 
assassinated in the part of Spain they have 
taken from us resound in their ears. 

The Basques know what fascism has done 
to their country, where all their t^eloved tra- 
ditions have been cruelly trodden under foot. 

The Catalans are not unaware that one of 
the most important aims of our enemies is 
the brutal elimination of the liberties which 
Catalonia achieved following the establish- 
ment of the Republic. They can see this in 
the measures adopted in fascist territory, 
where it is considered a crime to use the Ca- 
talan language. 

This conviction on the part of our people 
of what the triumph of fascism would mean 
for them compels all Spaniards to unite firm- 
ly in order to bar its passage. The Govern- 
ment is continually receiving from all cor- 
ners of Republican Spain, from cities and 
villages, from the fronts and the rear, tes- 
timonies of support and words of encourage- 
ment to continue the struggle undismayed 
until victory is achieved. These messages 
of support are proof that Spain is mobilised 
for) the war, that the Government is receiving 
not only words of loyalty but active support. 

The Spanish people, spurred by their dee- 
pest feeling, love of independence, are doing 
everything they can. 

THIS GOVERNMENT IS A WAR 
GOVERNMENT 

These words of lovality and this active sup- 
port constitute an inexhaustible reserve of 
energy upon which the Government will draw 



and which it will know to use, for it is 
able and wishes to show to its people that it 
knows how to be a war government, a go- 
vemment worthy of the people. 

The effectives of our Army will be increa- 
sed by drawing on the reserves of volun- 
teers who are now presenting themselves. 
Specialised workrs will be incorporated into 
fortification brigades, and in this way a 
double barrier of cement and soldiers "will 
be created against which the enemies of 
Spain, of the civilised wcSrld, and of peace, 
will end by destroying themselves. Implaca- 
ble action will be taken against the cowards, 
against the feeble-hearted, and against those 
who are not able to rise to the level of the 
magnificent deeds which the Spanish people 
are performing. In the struggle against these 
elements the Government will be in the lead, 
and I myself at the head of it. 

INVINCIBILITY OF OUR CAUSE 

Let us realise that our strength is incalcu- 
lable. -The confidence and affection of the 
people for the Government of the Republic, 
which are shown in a; thousand ways, are not 
enjoyed by our enemies. In their rear there 
are millions of Spaniards who do not wish to 
see their country in the hands of foreigners ; 
and in the ranks of their Army, not only 
among the soldiers but also among their of- 
ficers there is growing a patriotic feeling, 
as well as a fervent desire that the Republic 
be victorious in spite of all difficulties, so 
that it may guarantee the independence of 
Spain. 

We are more numerous than they, and we 
are fighting for a worthy cause, which can- 
not be conquered either by the steel or by 
the gunpowder which they are receiving from 
abroad, as payment for their treason. 

And to the people who are support ; ng us 
and giving us inspiration we of the Govern- 
ment assure and ratify in full the declara- 
tion made to the Cortes to the effect that 
this is not a Government of pacts, capitu- 
lations, or compromises. The Government will 
fulfil firmly, without weakness or vacillation, 
the mission it received when it was formed, 
namely, that of defending the independence 
of Spain. And this it will do not only becau- 
se it wishes to honour its word, but because 
it is convinced that by persisting in the de- 
fence of Spain it will achieve victory. The 
military situation is difficult, and we do not 
attempt to conceal this fact. But the difficulty 
is, fortunately, not insuperable. We insist 
that the two foreign nations wh'.eh first pro- 
voked the Spanish Civil' War and whieji 
then converted it into a war of invasion are 
trying by all possible means within their 
reach to hasten, the end. They are in a hurry 
to put an end to the independence of Spain 
because they are convinced, just as we are, 
that time is against them. Every day of re- 
sistance is a day gained for Spain. 
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CATALONIA WILL BE ANOTHER 
MADRID 

The assurances which the' Government gave 
the Army regarding war material are not vain 
ones. If there is resistance, there will be war 
material. Or, to put it more clearly : if we 
resist, we shall obtain the victory which we 
desire. There must be only one order in 
everyone’s mind: resist! This order is all the 
more sacred in view of the fact that it is the 
mandate of the Spanish fatherland which, in 
these moments of trial, calls to all Spaniards 
alike, upon those fighting at the front and 
those working iu the rear — to resist. The 
summons is final and decisive. All our capa- 
city for sacrifice must be set out foot. With 
much or with little material, with bread or 
without bread, we must resist. The soldier 
at the front, the worker in the workshop, the 
woman in the home, and the child in the 
school must resist. Every day of resistance 
causes an upset in the plans of the invaders, 
which they attempt to offset by increasing 
the violence of their air raids on open cities. 
They try to break the morale of the Spanish 
people in order to weaken their spirit and 
to overcome the threat of delay. And now 
they are speculating with the idea that the 
Catalan people are incapable of repeating the 
brave resistance of the people of Madrid. We 
are convinced of the contrary. We place our 
faith in the Catalan people whom we believe 
to be capable of rivalling all the peoples of 
the earth in heroism in the same way as we 
were certain of the impregnability of Madrid. 

Catalonia wishes to fulfil her destiny and 
this destiny can be fulfilled only within an 
hide indent and Republican Spain. The very 
spirit of Catalonia is made up of liberal 
ideals. Neither she nor her sons were made 
for colonial slavery. The in vailing armies will 
find her determined to put up' a united and 
vigorous resistance. And by this resistance 
Catalonia will save herself and contribute to 
the salvation of Spain. All her material and 
moral energies are urgently demanded, but 
they are demanded with hope. The effort of 
Catalonia will! not be lost just as no effort 
on the part of the Spanish people has been 
lost. We have needed the efforts of all the 
Spaniards in order to make the outside world 
see the Spanish war in its exact setting. 

THE DEMOCRACIES HAVE NOT 
HELPED US 

The democracies of Europe have not desi- 
red or have not been able to spare us suf- 
fering. They denied us what we needed to 
suppress the insurrection, and their denial has 
caused us untold losses of blood' and has had 
the final result of converting this war into a 
war of invasion which is also a grave menace 
to the peace of Europe. The deception of the 
European democracies has caused 1 incalculable 
damage to our country. But this damage will 
be small compared to that which will be 



caused to Europe unless, as one may legi- 
I timatelv expect, the democracies of Europe 
j decide to emerge fiom their hiding-place of 
fears and vacillations. This hope, which is 
' not only a hope of Spain, but of the whole 
world, cannot be frustrated in Spain. We are 
I determined to prolong resistance. We feel 
strong and calm. We ask the soldiers to be 
heroic and we ask the civilian population to 
be confident. Whatever trials the enemy may 
put us to, we ask the people for resistance. 
The "Government conserves intact the spirit 
in which it was born : it remains faithful 
to the desires of the people. It intents to 
achieve victory and if, as the Government 
is certain, the mobilisation of material re- 
| sources and moral energy 7 , for which it calls, 
is responded' to w 7 ith enthusiasm, it will achie- 
ve victory. 

The situation is difficult, . we admit. But 
fortunately for our cause it ' is neither more 
nor less difficult than other painful stages 
which were overcome. And the present stage 
I will also be overcome. We shall with a co- 
llective effort rise to the difficulty and re- 
conquer the land we have lost, which is cla- 
mouring for the return of its independence 
Catalonia will help us with her enthusiasm 
as a liberal people to achieve this reconquest. 
Her nerve centre, the proletariat and the 
middle classes, maintain from olden times 
the unbreakable resolution not to yield their 
freedom to the aggression of the invader. Ca- 
talonia has spontaneously raised the order 
to resist. May the whole of loyal Spain imi- 
tate her resolution and copy her. firmness. 
May the heroism of the soldiers be answered 
by the heroism of the workers. May the sho- 
vels and the picks help the work entrusted 
to the rifles. May the spirit of the people 
show itself hi an overpowering and decisive 
manner. In short, may the will of all, full 
of determination, be concentrated energeti- 
cally on the fronts, where the battle for vic- 
tory is in progress. Resist, resist, and resist! 
Produce, produce, and produce! With every- 
day of resistance and labour we achieve a new 
chance of victory. He who deserts his post is a 
traitor. He who allows his will to be broken 
is a traitor. He who utters words of discoura- 
gement is a traitor. Now- that the destinies of 
Spain are at stake, we can only have a fever 
of heroism and passion for service. In the 
presence of the world and in the tragic in- 
timacy of our country the Government says 
to all Spaniards . 

On with resistance to the invader! Perse- 
verance in the defence of our independence f 
By resisting and persevering we shall conquer. 

When it rallies you to resistance, the Go- 
vernment knows that it is not asking a use- 
less sacrifice of you. Every week, every day 
which we gain serves to compensate for the 
inequality in material between ourselves and 
the enemy. Since I spoke to you and assured 
you that the prospects regarding an increase 
in war material were favourable, the power 
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of tlio Republican Army lias increased con- 
siderably. Had this not been so, the present 
resistance would not have been possible. It 
is only in aircraft that the rlij'thm has not 
been acechrated sufficiently to avoid the su- 
periority of the enemy. But our tenacity will 
not yield and we shall also succeed in domi- 
nating them in the air. Hundreds and hun- 
dreds of voung- Spanish pilots are waiting 
for a plane to be given to them so that they 
can oppose ana defeat Italians and Germans. 

THE FARCE OF NON-INTERVENTION 

To those foreigners who still insist on shut- 
ting their eyes to evidence, who at the begin- 
ning of Non-Intervention denied the arrival 
of German and Italian planes, who declared 
they did not believe our exposure of the 
accumulation of regular Italian and German 
divisions — to kvhieli the Pharassaic name 
of «volunteers» has been given — who with 
the greatest hypocrisy have coined the ex- 
pression of the «unknown submarine» in or- 
der to avoid obligations and compromises, 
who believe that the swarms of enemy planes 
which are razing our laud have been spon- 
taneously born of themselves, I should re- 
commend, if, as they indicate, they do not 
trust their own information services, that 
they read and verify the concrete data on 
tile arrival of war material and war techni- 
cians formulated today by our own Minister 
of National Defence. 

Let them reflect whether the German ships 
which unloaded twenty-eight centimeter guns 
in Bilbao and which conveyed modern heavy 
artillery to Pasajes to be placed along the 
Franco-Spanish frontier, and those which have 
transported powerful material, long-range and 
fixed artillery, to Melilla and other places, 
let them reflect, I repeat, whether they be- 
lieve that this material is to be used for 
fighting on the fronts in Aragon, the Centre, 
Levante, or Andalusia. And if they believe 
that the German technicians who are coming 
to settle definitely with their families have 
come for such a long stay merely’ to assure 
the triumph of the fascist, let us repeat onre 
again : 

That our struggle is not a civil war; it is 
a defence against the invasion and tyranni- 
salion of Spain by foreigners. The error of 
those fascists who believe that their triumph 
would be the triumph of Franco and his Pha- 
lanx is a grave one. No. Their triumph would 
mean the offering up of generations of Spanish 
youth in a future war, who would be sacri= 
ficed in foreign lands on the altars of Italian 
and German interests. It would mean the ini- 
quitous slavery of our people by those who, 
ingrained in the belief of a proud superiority' 
engendered by their sheep-like servility, feel 
intheir heart of hearts a profound contempt 
for a people whose greatness, nobility and 
virtues they have never learned to under= 
stand. 



What is taking place in Spain is not a 
fight of ideologies. Our land is being stained 
with blood as the prelude, which were it not 
for the efforts of our people would be decisive, 
of a dispute for the hegemony first of Europe 
and then of the world. And whatever may’ lie 
our political and social conceptions, whatever 
may be the soil which we call our fatherland, 
every man who feels the pride of his coun- 
try and of his race cannot but arise against 
those who, owing to the fact that they con- 
sider themselves a new chosen people, wish 
to submit the rest to vassalage. Therefore, 
Spain, by defending herself is defending the 
entire world. 



FAITH IN VICTORY 

Faith in victory, Spaniards! Spain will not 
allow herself to be devoured. Spain will not 
surrender, and a people who do not surren- 
der cannot be conquered. The conduct of Spain 
is an example for the whole world. And in 
>ill parts it. is already known that on Spain’s 
fate depends the fate of all the free and peace- 
ful countries which are threatened by the 
greed of fascism. I.et certain countries not 
forget that if the battles which the Spanish 
people are today fighting were adverse to us 
in their final results, they would have at 
their back an Army of a million men ready 
• to attack them. 

i lie world is on our side. Millions of men 
and women in all countries are following our 
struggle with anxiety. Th e cause of Spain 
today' influences and moves the life of all 
countries which have not ben converted into 
a gaol. I.et us all be worthy’ of the admira- 
tion shown to us, of the confidence every- 
where in our victory. Let us show the world 
a noble effort to save our country' by haste- 
ning every one of us to fulfil the posts in 
in which we are needed. When they see our 
unbreakable determination to conquer, mil- 
lions of people throughout the world will be 
stimulated with new ardour to help us. 

Al| to the struggle! Let us mobilise all 
our energies! 

Officers of the Army: Remember that you 
are following the tradition of the heroes who 
in the past know how to destroy the invaders. 

War Commissars: You are the interpreters 
in the Army of the humane and just cause 
which our people are defending. Continue 
your brilliant record of unselfishness and 
heroism ! 

Soldiers. Continue your heroic defence of 
the soil of Spain. Resist, resist! Your Go- 
verninent will give you the means to do so 
and the means to attack later and destroy 
the enemy. 

Spaniards: Confidence in triumph. Onwards! 

Long live the Republic! 

Long live Spain ! 
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DEFENSE WORK SWEEPS FORWARD 
AS GOVERNMENT IS STRENGTHENED 



A Cabinet meeting was held in 
the residence of the Prime Mi- 
nister with the object of handing 
over the portfolios to the mem- 
bers of the new Government. 

At its conclusion the follo- 
wing note was handed to jour- 
nalists : 

a Now that th^e Government has 
been reorganised it addressee 
itself to all those Spaniards, at 
the front and in the rearguard, 
as well as in rebel territory, who 
are struggling against the armies 
of the invader. The Government 
proclaims its absolute determi- 
nation to continue the war for 
the independence of Spain until 
it has freed all Spanish soil from 
those who have attacked and in- 
vaded it, assisted by the most 
monstrous international conspira. 
cy that the world has ever seen. 

In this determination, it counts 
on its People’s Army, which on 
the Centre Front, in Estremadu- 
ra, in Andalusia and in Levante, 
is not only holding its positions 
with invincible firmness, but 
these days is undeniably proving 
its strong offensive spirit by en- 
thusiastically coming to the aid 
of the more threatened sectors. 

As regards Catalonia, the he- 
roism with which our soldiers are 
fighting on the Eastern Front is 
a sign of their iron-like tenacity, 
and the German and Italian ar- 
mies, deceived by the easy suc- 
cesses of their first advances, 
have as yet no idea of what tne 
war for the freedom of Catalonia 
will be like. 

It remains for Catalonia to mo- 
ve the world with an impetus 
which will halt the enemy and 
put a stop to the fascist atroci- 
ties!, tlie mass executions, the 
bombing of the civilian popula- 
tion and the regime of slavery 
which makes men into pawns ; 
an enemy which has so outraged 




( CABINET MEMBERS j 

I The new war Government is now composed of the following j 
| leaders: § 

| PREMIER AND NATIONAL DEFENSE, don Juan Negrfn | 
1 Lopez, (S. P.) v | 

1 STATE, don Julio Alvarez del Vayo, (S. P.). 

1 GOVERNMENT, don Paulino Gdtnez Sdiz, (S. P.). 1 

1 JUSTICE, don Ramtin Gonz&lez Pena, (U. G. T.). I 

I AGRICULTURE, don Vicente Uribe, (C. P.). I 

1 PUBLIC INSTRUCTION AND SANITATION, don Segundo 1 
| Blanco Gonzdlez, (C. N. T.). s 

i FINANCE AND ECONOMY, don Francisco Mendez Aspe, I 
I (L. R.) I 

I PUBLIC WORKS, don Antonio Velao Ofiate, (L. R.) 1 

1 COMUNICATIONS AND TRANSPORT, don Bernardo Giner 1 
| de los Rios, (U. R.). 1 

1 LABOR, don Jaime Aguad£, (L. R. of C.) 

| MINISTERS WITHOUT PORTFOLIO, don Jos£ Glral, (L. 1 
R.), and D. Manuel de Irujo, (Basque National Party). | 

HIGH POSTS 

I SUBSECRETARY OF FINANCE, don Adolfo Sixto Hontdn. I 
1 SECRETARY- GENERAL OF THE MINISTRY FOR NATIO- I 
I NAL DEFENSE, don Juli&n Zugazagoitia (Ex-Minister | 
1 of Government of the previous Government. 

THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS OF SUBSECRETARIES I 
HAVE BEEN MADE: 

1 STATE, don Quero Moiares | 

AVIATION, don Carlos Nunez Mazas 
MARINE, don Alfonso Jdtiva I 

ARMY, don Antonio Corddn I 

I PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, don Puig Elias I 

| DIRECTORGENERAL OF PROPAGANDA, dOnJavierBuenO 1 
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Spanish feelings by the foreign 
•totalitarian methods of war* and 
which hopes to make this glorious 
Catalonia a victim of its frenzied 
hate. 

In order to rise to the level of 
the heroism of our troops and to 
assure them that none of their sa- 
crifices will be in vain and that 
they shall be led to victory bv 



men resolved at all costs to win 
the war, the Government at to- 
day’s meeting has decided not 
only to bring about a reeoncen- 
t ration of the Nation’s forces, 
but also to make the entire 
weight of Republican law fall 
pitilessly and instantaneously on 
the traitors and on the cowards. 

Tlie Prime Minister, who is 



also Minister for National Defeu-- 
ce, has demanded and obtained 
from the Cabinet the inaximutn 
authority to act both in punish- 
ing those who deserve to be pu- 
nished and in purging the key 
positions which are essential for 
victory, with the speed and the 
energy which the gravity of the 
circumstances demands. 

For the execution of all this 
the Government feels, that it k 
empowered with supreme autho- 
rity, which it derives from the 
elements of which it is composed, 
i.e. from the fact that it is a true 
Government of national unity. . 

In foreign affairs the Cabinet 
has taken cognizance of the wor- 
ding of a note addressed to the 
French and British Governments. 

The Government of the Repu- 
blic, which is full of . confidence 
in victory and inspired by the 
idea of a Spain of the future 
free from all foreign domination, 
in greeting the com bat tan ts of 
the Army, the Air Force and the 
Fleet, proudly welcomes those 
thousands of soldiers of the Army 
of the East, who, after crossing 
into France, demanded a post of 
honour in the lines of fire. These 
men are, for those who think only 
of saving themselves, an example 
of patriotism which should streng- 
then the will of all in the land 
we are defending ; while for those 
abroad, who feign ignorance of 
the real, state of opinion of the 
Spanish people, they are a de- 
monstration which equals any ple- 
biscite. 

The Government of the Repu- 
blic, confident of the enthusiastic 
collaboration of the entire Spa- 
nish people, does not plunge into 
a mass of words, but immediately 
set to work ami begins from this 
moment to work as a war Go- 
vernment.* 
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RICARDO DIAZ 

of the 

MAC - PAPS 



When I asked Capt. Diaz to give 
me his life story, he smiled and 
said it was unimportant. This time 
Capt. Diaz was wrong. The lives 
of all anti-fascists are important 
in these decisive days, especially 
those who have proved themselves 
capable of leadership where the 
struggle has sharpened to war. 

Ricardo Diaz is small, but tough. 
He was born into a family where 
the cause of the working class was 
already a tradition. Diaz entered 
into his tradition and never found 
a reason to turn aside. In early 
days he came up against that op- 
position to those who stand up for 
the rights of the workers which 
all of us have encountered in one 
form or another. These experiences 
toughen a man, but at the same 
time they make him more human. 
Diaz has learned the value of good 
comradeship; his toughness is not 
the hard brutality of the man who 
fights only for himself. Diaz greets 
you with an unaffected air of 
welcome that makes you feel he 
likes you as much as you like him. 

His first years were spent in 
Africa. His father worked as a 
mason in Tangier, and occupied 
his spare time with political work. 
Young Ricardo followed suit, and 
before long was serving on a Com- 
mittee of Action, which, as its 
name suggests, continually and 
inevitably collided with the opposit- 
ion. As a result Ricardo had seve- 
ral prison sentences to his credit 
before the Civil War broke out, 
and was well acquainted with the 
fascist mentality. 

When he heard that military 
rebellion had broken out in Spain, 
he sailed for Barcelona and enlisted 
in the militia. His unit marched up 
to the Huesca front, armed mainly 
with sticks. We who know the 
Republican Army as it is today 
woud imagine that without rifles 




nobody could hold a position, let 
alone advance. The militia advan- 
ced. Capt. Diaz states that the 
defending troops were men of the 
Civil Guard, and at the first ap- 
proach of opponents who clearly 
meant business they ran away. One 
hill held out. and then the militia 
were stumped, until the Durruti 
Column came tip with rifles and 
stormed the position. 

Diaz left Aragon and was sent 
down to Madrid, where he joined 
the newly-formed xqth Internatio- 
ral Brigade. His fluent command 
t f Trench was a useful talent 
: : long the French volunteers. He 




could also speak to the Moor in 
their own language when the priso- 
ners started coming in. These were 
the days when the Moors crept up 
at night and used their knives; 
they where also the days when the 
Moors fell in hundreds in front of 
our machine guns, while Madrid 
stood triumphantly untaken. 

In course of time Diaz was sent 
to the Officers’ School of the 
Internationals, and after working 
through the course went on to join 
the new MacPap Battalion at the 
training camp. He came up with 
this battalion to join the XV Bri- 
gade and went into action at Fuen- 
tes, after which he received Lieute- 
nant's rank. 

In the action at Teruel in 
January lie was one of three of- 
ficers of our Brigade who received 
the special honour of being promo- 
ted on the field, under recom- 
mendation from Modesto, com- 
manding the Fifth Army Corps. 
His company occupied the danger- 
ous position on the Battalion’s 
flank. There are men in that 
company who state that they owe 
their lives to Diaz and two or 
three others, who at great risk to 
themselves took up a position from 
which they were able to protect 
the withdrawal of this group with 
effective covering fire. Subse- 
pucntly in the attack on Atalaya 
Diaz’s company was selected to go 
forward as advance guard because 
it was considered an especially 
realiable unit. At the present time 
Capt. Diaz i> acting commander 
of the MacPaps while Major Smith 
is away. 

I asked him for hi> estimate <»{ 
the present military situation. Ik- 
smiled again and ^aid lie was no 
prophet; but it looked to him as if 
Franco was making a big pudi 
under orders from his masters in 
Germany and Italy, who wanted 



tlie war won quickly and their 
material returned. If that is the 
case, he went on, our first and all 
— important duty is to make our 
lines inipngnable in the face of all 
fresh fascist efforts — in other 
words, to fortify and stand firm. 
Franco’s strength will break on our 
solid resistance, and his masters’ 
wishes will nrovc impossible to 
carry out. Meanwhile his temp- 
orary successes have done us one- 
good turn. They have awaken those 
elements inthe rearguard who were 
still sleeping. From now on we 
t hall see better coordination and a 
faster rate of work. Strengthened 
in the rear and fortified in the 
front, we shall weaken the power 
of the fascist drive, and finally 
turn it until we press forward 
ourselves and hasten the day of 
victory. 

“And then?” I asked. “What do 
you plan to do when the war has 
been won?” 

This time Capt. Diaz laughed 
outright. He said that he was far 
too busy to think about what he 
would do after the war. He had 
a “novia” in Africa, lie would 
marry her and return t<> Spain to 
continue working for tlu- Spanish 
people. There would still be much 
to do. More thant tha lie could 
not say. 




LA OCUPACION 
ALEMANA DE LA 
ESPANA REBELDE 



Londres, 25. — La revista con- 
servadora National Review comen- 
ta en su numero de febrero, cjue 
acaba de publicarse, la incautacion 
alemana de los recursos miner os 
de la Espana rebelde en los ter- 
minos siguientes : 

♦Los alemanes no ban derro- 
chado sus esfuerzos ; no apoyan al 
general Franco mis que en benefi- 
cio propio. Todo lo que dicen acer- 
ca de la ♦ derrota del bolchevismo •> 
es solo para convencer a los ton- 
tos de aqui y de otros sitios. Ale- 
mania ha visto en d6nde estaba 
su suerte, y la aprovechado. Si la 
guerra contimia, hasta puede tener 
colonias, pues estd profundamente 
arraigada en los territories espa- 
noles de Vltramar, 3’, aunque el 
general no desee desprenderse de 
estos territories, puede. como Fe- 
lipe X. verse obligado a hacerlo. » 
* * * 

Hay, por lo menos, cuatro 
o cinco organ izaciones alemanas, 
muy activas y poderosas, que tra- 
bajan para asegurar el control de 
los mas import antes yacimientos 
de mineral de hierro en la Espa- 
na rebelde y en el Marruecos es- 
panol. 

La revista ailade que la Compa- 
nfa principal pareee ser la « Isma * 
cuyo personal tecnico dirigente 
esta const itrndo por expert os qui- 
rnicos e industrials experimenta- 
dos que liablan espanol. 



THEY MUST 

Comrades, we are in the midst, of 
lies in our power to resist. Trained lta 
tanks and aviation, are plowing tin i: 
barbarous rule of fascism on the grot 
Catalonia will never allow itself t 
are mobilizing at a feverish pace to ct 
dependence. 

The Spanish people know what 
know that by capitulating to the on* 
would be giving themselves up to tlu 
Italv ; tlx \ would be sacrificing tip 1 
jurisdictional rights and their languag 
oppressors ; they, would lose their s;< 
tion's riches for social purposes 

Already our men at tin fro a 
rtf s. new cannons and more equip 
\ but a vast improvement has takei 
wi . The greater the resistance showi 
he had for our soldiers. 

The unmistakeable motto today 
and l-ORTIFY ON THE SPOT. 

Seventeen months ago Madrid ft 
cing now lint this brave people not 
the city, but drove ahead to inflict a 
ilajara. 11 7m/ the MadrileHos could do 
now. Madrid was saved not by a nut 
jinn determination not to let them p" ■ > 
The fascists are frantically ti\ 
must not be allowed to take allot hci 
the Republic of Spain, and the !:ted 
whole civilized world. RESIST i 
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I v>ta misrna organizacion posee 
el monopolio de la export aci on del 
mineral de hierro del Marruecos 
espanol. Los agentes alemanes tra- 
bajan de acuerdo con los abastece- 
dores germanos de material de 
gnerra — aviones, ametralladoras, 
rides y armamento de todas clases 
— a los rebeldes, y como ni unos 
ni otros tienen dinero para pagarse 
mutuamente, han firm ado un ain- 

g lio acuerdo de clearing, a fin de 
quidar sus deudas y credits. 
Los ingleses han sido recientemente 
autorizados para procurarse una 
pequena cantidad de mineral de 
hierro, merced a la intervention 
del general Franco, y a asegurarse 
divisas extranjeras ; pero, sep£- 
moslo o no, el control de todos los 
cargamentos de mineral de hierro 
esti sometida a la aprobacion de 
la compania « Isma *, que posee 
el monopolio de este. 



NOT PASS! 

ritieal days. The future of our victory 
inn infantry aided by corps of artillery, 
h fields of free Spain and posting their 
till they occupy. 

i he dominated by fascism. Its people 
me to the defense of their national iu- 



i would mean to lose the war. They 
mights of the invading army, they 
Colonization schemes of Germany and 
autonomus regions, their traditions, 
freedom to their former landlords and 
r ocial legislation, the use of the 11a- 
culture, liberty and lire itself. 

<• -received more war material : new 
at. This is of course not adequate as 
!'■ !, e. More - much more is oil the 
invaders, the more equipment c’au 

nust be: RESIST AT ALL COSTS 



wl the same difficult days we are fa- 
ir crushed t lie enemy at tin gates of 
oody defeat to the Italians at Guada- 
i those hard days we can and must do 
If, but by desperate [ resistance and a 

c, nreak our lines of resistance. They 
i|i forward. Too much is at stake : 

■ni uid liberties of the peoples of the 
i KVKRY OUNCE OF STRENGTH ! 



"WITH HIS OWN BODY 
HE SHIELDED ME..." 



Attached to the British Battal- 
ion when we went into action at 
Fuentcs de Ebro last October were 
two American comrades, Sam Ka- 
plan and another (whose name I 
never Knew), whose great courage 
in volunteering to get me to safety 
when I was badly wounded cost 
them their lives. Realising that my 
condition was bad. Lieutenant F. 
Morris from Wales and another 
English comrade decided they 
would place me on a stretcher, and 
with the assistance of the two 
Americans, who were to act as re- 
lays, make a dash for the ambu- 
lance which was located in a sun- 
ken road some 400 metres from the 
trench. 

We started from the ambulan- 
ce, but we had barely begun to mo- 
ve when suddenly we were met by 
a burst of machine gun fire from 
the fascist lines. The only thing 
that could be done then was for 
the stretcher-bearers to take me to 
a patch of ground where 1 would 
be comparatively safe from their 
fire, and this was accordingly done. 

But almost immediately the two 
American comrades fell, one killed 
outright, and the other, Sam Ka- 



plan of Brooklyn, N. V., mortally 
wounded. 

Turning off the stretcher on to 
the ground, I received another bu- 
llet in the arm. but it was slight. 
Fortunately it did not penetrate the 
limb; it just grazed through the 
fleshy part. 

As I crawled along the ground, 
attempting to make the trench 
again. I reached Sam Kaplan, who 
by this time was bleeding profu- 
sely from the nose and mouth. 
With what niav have been his last 
breath, he told me, in a forced 
whisper, to get my head close down 
near his chest, as another bulle*^ 
wouldn’t make any difference to 
him any more but night kill me. 
With his own body he sielded me 
from barm. 

As long as I live and breathe, 
1 will carry on the fight for which 
Sam Kaplan lived and died. And I 
will always remember this Ameri- 
can comrade whose great courage, 
even as he lay there dying, made it 
possible for me to carry on, and to 
white these words. 

JOHN PATTERSON 
No. i. Company British Battalion 

15th. Brigade. 




UN MANIFESTO DE LAS 
SOCIEOADES ESPA- 
NOLAS DE TAMPA 

Las sociedadcs^ espanol as resi: 
dentes en TainpaT (Estado de Flo- 
rida. — Estados Unidos de Ame- 
rica), han redactado un import ante 
manifiesto, que suseriben el Centro 
Espanol, el Centro Asturiano, los 
Caballeros Leales de America v 
Accion G allego. 

« Nuestra Patria esta invadida 
por tropas extranjeras ■ — afirma el 
manifiesto — , de 10 que son unices 
y verdaderos responsables los trai- 
dores a Espana, los fascistas, los 
rebeldes al legftimo Gobierno de 
la Reptiblica. * 

Mds adelante, entre otras cosas, 
el manifiesto dice : 

« No es posible que haya vacila- 
ci6n alguna en la actuacion de los 
espanoles de America : la indife- 
rencia seria tan criminal como el 
apoyar a quienes, excusandose en 
falscs pretextos, pretenden hacer 
de nuestra Patria un pals para .sus 
explotaeioncs colonialcs. Los espa- 
noles de America que, al abando- 
nar el suelo j>atrio, lo hicimos en 
busca de ambientes donde nuestros 
esfuerzos pudieran traducirse en 
mejoras de nuestras vidas, nega- 
rfames nuestras condiciones de 
liombres de trabajo, de honibrs 
amantes de la libertad, si no acu- 
diesemos a ponernos al lado del 

F »ueblo del cual salimos un dia. 
toy, ante los hechos comproba- 
dos, solo pueden persistir en el en- 
gano aquellos eegados por odio lo 
jx>r la inconsciendia que no quieren 
aceptar tales hechos. » 

El manifiesto hace seguidainente 
un llamamieiito a la union de todos 
los espanoles residentes en Ame- 
rica, para prestar ayuda al pueblo 
espanol invadido por el fascismo 
internacional. 

St* sabe que son ya mudias las 
entidades y particulares espanoles 
que han correspondido con su en 
tusiasta adhesion al manifiesto de 
las sociedades hispanas de Tampa 
v que este llamamieiito ha desper- 
tado viva simpatia incluso en los 
sectores mas alejados de la con- 
tienda espanol a. 



UN CALUROSO SALUDO 
DEL MAYOR ATTLEE A LOS 
SOLDADOS DE LA COMPA- 
NY QUE LLEVA SU NOMBRE 

TCI mayor C. R. Attlee, jefe de 
la oposicion parlamentaria bri- 
tanica, que tan inequfvoeamente 
ha demostrado su simpatia a la 
causa repul dicana ospanola, ha 
dirigido rccientemente al capitan 
de la compania « Major Attlee », 
de las lirigadas Internacionales, 
una carta en la que se declara 
complacido sobremanera por haber 
Icido la mencidn especial que de 
esa compania se hace en la orden 
del, dia por su notable actuacion 
en la batalla de Teruel. 

Anttrionmnte, el mayor Attlee, 
ecu ocasion de su visita a la Es- 
pana republicana, en el pasado di- 
cicnibre, liabia hecho llegar su 
saludo entusiasta a las Brigadas 
Internacionales, y en especial al 
batallon britanico, mostrandose 01- 
gulloso del prestigio que habfan 
sabido ganar sus compatriotas en 
la India por la libertad v la inde- 
pendence de Kspana, y prome- 
tiendolcs dar testimonio lid. a su 
regreso a Inglaterra, de etianto eii 
nuestra patria h'.’bia visto. 
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CANADA PAYS TRIBUTE TO 15TH BRIGADE 




Above is shown the stage ot the Massey Hall meeting in Toronto, 
Canada, at which the first anniversary of the I5th International 
Brigade in Spain was celebrated. Draped across the back of the 



stage was a huge banner carrying paintings of Mackenzie and 
Papineau, while the four large portraits were those of Neilo 
Makela, Joe Dallet, Bob Kerr and Ed Cecll-Smith. 



BRITISH VOLUNTEER’S S T O R Y POST CARD 
OF CAPTURE AND ESCAPE FROM SPAIN 

ADDRESSED TO ALABAMA 



So down the road we inarched, 
and when we came in sight ot the 
bridge we observed a body of men 
about fifty strong on the side of 
the road. I baited the hoys and 
detailed a patrol of six to go ahead 
and find out who they were. I told 
young Luis Sanchem to go with 
the patrol to do the talking (he 
was our Spanish Political Adju- 
tant). The patrol moved ahead 
slowly, too slow, in tact, tor my 
liking, so I walked up after them, 
followed by Bobby Walker. Joe 
Norman and Harry Dobson. 

When we got in line with this 
group about fou; ‘.ecu of them ca- 
me onto the road with rifles poin- 
ted at us, shouting M Manos arri- 
ha!” They then lined us up and 
started frisking us for guns. Whi- 
le this was going on, one of them 
was demanding money, watches 
nd pistols. 

There we were, stood up reach- 
ing for the -ky, when I happened 
to catch Bobby Walker’s eye. 

"What are they. Sam. fascists?” 
r aid Bobby. I nodded. 

*M). K.” lie whispered. ‘‘Yes”, 1 
said, "let it go”. 

Then wham ! Bobby's fist elev- 
ated the chin of the nearest fascist 
and then the fun started. T kicked 
I he legs from under one, Dobson 



hit one with a tin of bully in a 
sandbag and everybody in a hunch 
contributed to the free fight. What 
with fists and feet flying an- 1 guns 
a-poppiug it was r cal lively. 

We all managed to get away. 



with the exception of young San- 
chez.. Bobby luul to swiin the Ebro 
and finished on the road naked, 
but nevertheless O. K. The rema- 
inder of us are still arguing which 
of us heat Jesse Owens’ record. 



Lincoln-Washington Battalion, 
April, 1938 

Dear Folks at home: 

I went Jut this raornin’. 

Old shells was a-fallin', 

Wistlin* and a failin’ 

When I went out this moroin’. 

I'm way over here 
A long ways from home, 

Over here in Spanish country 
But I don't feel alone. 

Folks over here don't treat me 
I.ike white folks used to do. 
When I was home they treated me 
Just like they treatin' you. 

I don't think things’ll ever 
Be like that again : 

I done met up with folks 

Who’ll fight for me 

Like I'm fightin* now for Spain. 

Salud. 

Johnny 

LANGSTON HUGHES 




No ceder un solo palmo de terreno 
al enemigo. Defender bien coda posicion 
conquistada. Mantener fuertes nuestras ti- 
neas. Fortificar, fortificar, fortificar. Es el. gran 
deber del soldado, mandos y comisarios. 
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Barcelona, April 13 - 103s 



G. H. Q. OF THE ARMY OF THE EAST 
REORGANIZED AND STRENGTHENED 



Tlie Ministry of National De- 
fense* has completely rcconsitu- 
ted the General Staff of the Ar- 
my of the East. 

General I)ou Sebastian Pozas 
is no longer in command of the 
Army of the Hast, but is repla- 
ced by I A. -Col. D011 Juan I’erea. 
Eduardo Castillo, Commissar of 
the Army of the East, is repla- 
ced by D011 Ignaqio M ante con. 

The Chief of Staff of the Army, 
Lt.-Col. Javier Linares, is repla- 
ced by Major Don AnieetcT Car- 
vajal . 

The Defense Ministry’s note 
states : 

•The troops of the Army of 
the East are hereby divided in- 
to two main sectors. The North- 
ern Sector will be commanded by 
Lt.-Col. Don Javier Linares, and 
the Southern Sector h}- Lt.-Col. 
Don Antonio Cordon (since this 
note was issued, Lt.-Col. Cordon 
has been given the post of I'nder- 
seer clary of War in the new go- 
vernment) . The Commisar of the 
Northern Sector will be Don Ma- 
nuel Molina Mated, and the Com- 
missar of the Southern Sector, 
Don Joaquin Almendros Jime- 
nez.* 

With these changes, and with 
the steady arrival and accumula- 
tion of more and better mate- 
rial of war of all kinds, the 
Command is expected to streng- 
then materially the situation on 
all fronts within the very near 
future. 



Soldiers: Continue your 
heroic defense of the Soil 
of Spain. Resist, resist! Your 
Government will give you 
the means to do so, and the | 
means to attack later and 
destroy the enemy. 

Spaniards: Confidence in 
triumph. Onwards! 

Long live the Republic! 

Long live Spain! 

Dr. JUAN NEGRIN 




VOLUNTEERS 

RECRUITED 

In view nl the initiative of cer- 
tain political parties and *’adc 
union organizations to et. ou» r e 
the recruiting of volunteers, the 
Minister of National Defense in 
the Gazette, published an order 
dated April i, 1938, laying down 
conditions for the enlistment of 
volunteers. 

They must be between the ages 
of 17 and 45 and not included in 
the levies already ca’lcd up for 
military service. They must, inn- 
rover, undertake to serve in tin 
Army until the war is over. 

Enlisting may be done- in pla- 
ces where there is no official mi- 
litary representative, through the 
local Municipal Council. 



JOHN LITTLE BRINGS 

GREETINGS OF U. S. YOUTH 

bringing with him the greetings and solidarity of thousands 
of young Americans, John Little, N. Y. State Executive Secretary 
of the Y. C. L., arrived in Spain last week for an extended visit 
during which he hopes to spend as much time with the men of the 
Fifteenth brigade as his many self-imposed jobs will permit. 

Little entered Spain 011 April 2, bringing with him a shipment 
of 1.000,000 American eigarets ami ten huge crates of personal 
packages for the Americans in the brigade - tangible expressions 
of tin* aforementioned greetings and solidarity. He plans to get 
all the information necessary to insure continuous communication 
between us and our friends at home, and to report hack to the Friends 
of the Lincolns on what is most needed by the men. The ship- 
ment of eigarets, incidentally, is a gift of the National Executive 
Coimnitce of the Y. C. I.. 

You will/ piobahiy have already seen and spoken with Comrade 
Little by the time this number of The I ohniteer reaches the bri- 
gade. And, if all goes well, you will also have received that per- 
sonal package. As for tlu eigarets, everybody, including Comrade 
Little, is moving mountains in the effort to speed them to the 
brigade. - and at the same time hoping for the best. 

Six weeks is the period of time John Lillie plans to remain 
with us and judging from his first week, the entire stay will 
be a crowded 011c. He has already seen and interviewed members 
of the J. S. L. ; he has been with the English-speaking comrades 
in one of the new I. T>. hospitals not far from barcclbna, and he 
has been up to the Lerida front, visiting the Campesinos with se- 
veral Cuban-Amorican comrades. 

It was on his trip to Lerida that he got his first first-hand taste 



CANNONS AND PLANES FOR SPAIN! 

(S** poge 3) 



of the Spanish war. Approaching 
the town, they drove right into 
one of those accurate artillerx 
barrages that seem to box up a 
moving body wherever it goes. 

(Continued on page 5) 



FASCIST BOMBS 
KILL 10,000 KIDS 
BEHIND LINES 

The following statistics show 
the number of children who have 
fallen victims to fascist bombard- 
ments from July 1936 to the end 



of March 193S : 
Madrid (citv) 


S79 


1,380 


barejehma 


59S 


j ,010 


Valencia 


329 


416 


\sturias 


1.214 


2,000 


Euzkadi 


601 


1, lb; 


Guadalajara and 
Madrid Provin- 
ces 


7<> 


2/140 


Santander and 

Province 


1,247 


l.ScKl 


Jaen and Provin- 
ce 


211 





C i u d a d Peal, 
Cuenca and Al- 
baevte Prt win- 
tvs 


2,01 1 


1 .974 


CaJtalouia (exclu- 
ding barrel on a) 


1 />47 


-»47- 


Total 


10,70c) 


1 T2<* 
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SPANISH PEOPLES FRONT MESSAGE 
THANKS PEOPLE OF GREAT BRITAIN 




Heartfelt thanks were expressed 
to the people of England by the 
Spanish People’s Front for their 
-trong sympathy to the Loyal 
cause in a message signed by 7 
political and trade union organi- 
sations recently. The message is 
signed by the* following parties 
and Trade Union bodies: Repu- 
h! it an Union Party, Left Repu- 
blican Party, Socialist Party, Com- 
munist Party. General Union of 
Workers, National Confederation 
of Labor, and the Iberian Anar- 
chist Federation. 

The message follows : 

The Spanish People’s Front, the 
symbol of Spanish Democracy, 
wish to testify to the people of 
England their gratitude for the 
tremendous interest they are ta- 
king in our cause. The Spanish 
People's Front know very well 
•hat the sympathy shown to them 
1 >y the people of England is little by 
> * t U* opening the eyes of the world 
> an understanding of the real 
leaning of our struggle and of the 
• minense responsibility the demo- 
.itic nations have taken upon 
1 m selves by the way in which they 
iv e abandoned us. The people of 
ugland, like all other peoples, are 
•ttt of blame. It is sufficient for 
.i» to know that we have been 
operly understood l>y the mass 
t the English people for our faith 
•*; be strengthened and for our 
♦ husiasin to increase. We are 
verv eoneeriied. as is only logical, 
with the outcome of our struggle, 
lint we are even more concerned 
that the peoples should uphold our 
cause, although we regret that, for 
notorious difficulties, they cannot 
help us in the necessary degree. 
We desire victory and we shall 
struggle for this. Rut we wish our 
triumph to have the support 01 tin; 
free peoples and the approval « 1 
the democratic masses. Therefore 
the support of the people of En- 
gland is more than comforting to 
us and strengthens our unbending 
determination to conquer. In view 
of the fact that we wish to 
conquer and because we desire 
that tomorrow our victory may 
mean brotherhood, confidence and 
friendship between ourselves and 
all peoples, the support of these 
jK-oples to-day forms a compro- 
mise which binds us as strongly 
as moral ties .which for us are of 
the greatest value. 

It is surprising that the old na- 
tions, which by force of hard and 



cruel struggles have throughout 
history proved themselves symbols 
of our civilisation, should not 
dearly understand why the Spa 
nish Republic, which took upon 
itself the task of transforming our 
country by lawful methods, is sus- 
taining this struggle, which was 
begun by j>eople who wished to 
prevent Spain from attaining a 
higher standard of living and 
which has since beeu converted 
into a war of invasion. 

Spain was a country where mi- 
sery alone thrived. All our sold- 
iers have experienced the terrible 
cruelty of the condition in which 
they were held. For the majority 
of them, facing death at the front 
is far less of a martyrdom than 
their former way of living. It was 
harder to win work in order to live 
than it is to win positions in a 
battle. The only crime of the Spa- 
nish Republic was that it wished 
Spain to cease being a feudal state 
ax; to attain standards of justice 
which other jrcoplcs enjoy. This 
the people of England achieved 
centuries ago and so did the 1x0- 

S le of France at me l ;, ne of their 
.evolution. Rut even in order t- 
achieve such a noble end we did 
not resort to violence. It was our 
enemies who resorted to violence. 
Enable to defeat us, they had to 
have recourse to other nations and 
^referred to sell their country rat- 
ler than to tolerate the fact that it 
should be made more liveable. 
There is only one crime, if any, of 
which the Spanish people may be 
accused. Namely, tnat of having 



waited so many centuries to put 
an end to their wretched condition 
The people of England did not 
wait so long and for that reason 
the)' are to-day in the vanguard 
of civilzation. Faithful to their 
traditions, the English people un- 
derstand us, encourage us and. as 
far as possible, support 11s. And 
this encouragement, which for us 
is an inducement, is proof of the 
fact that we are fighting for jus- 
tice, that we are sacrificing our- 
selves for the triumph of Democra- 
cy and that we are serving a desire 
for freedom . Our respect for these 
ideals is shared not only by the 
people of England, but by the peo- 
ples of the whole world. 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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NEWS BRIEFS 

OF 

THE WEEK 

TRADE UNION DELEGATION 
CALLS FOR END OF EMBARGO 

J ONDON. A delegation re- 
presenting die General Council 
of Trade Unions visiiett Lord Ha- 
lifax to demand the lifting 01 lb • 
embargo of arms exportation to 
Republican Spain. 

Lord Halifax, whose pro-Hit- 
ler temPncits are will known 
explained to them in detail the 
point of view of the British Go- 
\ eminent. 



"FASCIST HEROES" 



• 1 was walking along the road 
beyond Tortosa*. the refugee with 
his arm in an airplane splint told 
us, awhcti the fascist planes came 
over. I started to run toward the 
the field, but before 1 could make 
it 1 felt a sharp pain in my arm, 
and I Pell down. It hurt, not as 
much as now*, but still it hurt. 1 
turned my head to look — and 
there were three planes. Two of 
them wer .• high up, 011c pretty 
l«*w. *riie latter evidently saw me 
mov« , Iktuiisc it returned again 
and again t»* the ojren field where 
T was Hug, exposed, and threw 



those little grenade bombs at me. 
Luckily, they all lauded wild, 
and I got only a few fragments 
of shrapnel. Finally I lay per- 
fectly still, expecting every mo- 
ment would be my last. That sa- 
ved me. Thinking, evidently, 
that I was dead, the plane sped 

off. 

• Heroic battle, that was», he 
ended. «.\ fascist plane, with ma- 
chine guns and bomb grenades, 
against a single, unarmed man. 
Now I know what Mussolini 
means when lie makes speeches 
about Fascism's heroes » 



WALES MINERS THREATEN 
GENERAL STRIKE FOR SPAIN 

A number of \Y ales Trade 
Union leaders have announced 
that they will call a general strike 
of all the mines in Wales if the 
British Government doesn’t soon 
abandon its policy of •non-in- 
tervention* toward" the Spanish 
Government. The Executive 
Council of the Wales Federation 
has passed a resolution in which 
it declares that it is necessary 
to lend immediate aid to the 
Republican Govern men l, so as 
to permit it to buy the necessary 
war material to defend herself 
and crush fascism. 



BORDER INCIDENT 
PROVES LOYALTY 
OF OUR SOLDIERS 

On April 2 the Ministry of Na- 
tional Defense issued the follo- 
wing note : 

•Three days ago the troops ot 
a Division of the Army of the 
East crossed the French frontier 
to avoid being nit off by the 
enemy. 

■ Tile French authorities wished 
t<» know the attitude of each one 
of the soldiers with regard t« » the 
struggle which we are carrying 
« »n in Spain. In order that the) 
should express their opinions 
with complete freedom the sol- 
diers were separated from their 
officers. 

■ Without any discussion and 
with great enthusiasm 4,200 sol- 
diers announced their decision to 
continue fighting for the Spanish 
Republic and declared themselves 
desirous of returning to rejoin 
the* Republican Army at the ear- 
liest possible moment. Only 120 
men expressed their desire to re- 
main in France or to go to rebel 
territory. 

*Thus, i)7 per cent of more thou 
4,000 soldiers who, on crossing the 
frontier were materially exempt 
from any obligation to fight for 
the Republic, chose to continue 
to fulfil their duty, and only y 
per cent chose to evade this duty.* 



BELGIAN WORKERS DEMON- 
STRATE TO RAISE BLOCKADE 
OF SPAIN 

At various meetings of unem- 
ployed workers, and in the Bon- 
dage district, in the region of the 
center, in the metal-workers irad<* 
union at Laval, and at the coal 
mines of Vieille-Marihage, the 
workers have passed resolutions 
demanding the raising of the 
blockade against the Spanish go- 
\ • riimcnt. 



FRFNCH YOUTH DEMAND 
OPENING OF PYRENEES 
The Lay Republican Youth, the 
Communist 'Youth of the Paris 
Region, the Radical Youth and 
the Youth Sports Association 
have sent a joint telegram to the 
Premier, worded as follows : 

• We strongly urge the Govern- 
ment to open the Pyrenees fron- 
tier within 24 hours, in order to 
save the Spanish Republic, De- 
mocracy, and World Peace.* 

MONUMENT TO BLASCO IBAftEZ 

The CominitUvc of Councillors 
and representatives from the va- 
rious ]K)litical and trade union 
oigani/.ations of llic town of Bur- 
jesot (Province of Valencia L 
which was entrusted with erec- 
ting a monument to Lite Spanish 
novelist, Virentc Blaseo Ibanez, 
has completed its work. 

it has been decided by the 
Burjasot municipal authorities to 
inaugurate the monument on 
April nth. 
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Certain definite military factors 
have been discussed ill file pre- 
vious articles in * The Volunteer 
for Liberty » by the present author. 
However, it is felt that this time, 
the lessons indicated in the five 
articles have not yet been tho- 
roughly grasped ; and it is well, at 
this juncture, to repeat some part 
of the previous articles with cer- 
tain modifications. 

Our recent actions have been 
discussed at great length by many 
competent comrades, but it is 
necessary to understand basically, 
from a purely military point of 
view, the cause of the loss of Te- 
ruel, Belchite and other territory 
and positions. 

These losses were due to a num- 
ber of factors, such as terrific ene- 
my superiority in war material 
(which is now surely being over- 
come), etc. We want to discuss two 
factors here. These are not the 
primary factors or causes, but me- 
rely two important ones : 

i. What might be called * the 
human factor », that is, the factor 
of undeveloped commanders of 
units in the defensive positions 
before the towns of Teruel and 
Belchite. In order to understand 
why this factor is important, it is 
necessary to outline some impor- 
tant qualities necessary for the 
successful command of units in 
battle. An able commander should 
be able to grasp a situation rapidly, 
he should be able to make simple 
and sound tactical plans and ex- 
press them concisely, he should be 
able to use all the information he 
receives, he should have knowledge 
of the ground on which his unit 
is operating, he should have a 
good knowledge of how to dispose 
his troops and to the Ik st possible 
utility, he should Ik- daring and 
able to do everything without 
rashness, and finally, he should 
have determination and physical 
fitness. Two factors which have 
not been stated in this list but are 
present by inference are that the 
commander must be tact ically com- 
petent and have a thorough know- 
ledge of arms and the methods of 
their use, and must clearly under- 
stand the basic principles of war. 

Without the factors stated above 
or with the lack of one or two ma- 
jor factors among these, the com- 
mander will obviously lack con- 
fidence. The lack of confidence 
will lead to indecision and indeci- 



sion in battle is the most criminal 
of offences. It is better to make a 
decisive although incorrect deci- 
sion and tin's is usually, by the 
way, less costly from both the 
strategic, military and human 
jicints of view, than indecision. 
The indecisive commander will 
withdraw troops from the position 
which appears to him an untenable 
one or one which may become un- 
tenable in tlu* future when a deci- 
sive commander would have taken 
definite steps in advance to so 
construct his defences as to make 
the decision inevitable that he de- 
fend until overwhelming odds for- 
ced an orelerly and well organised 
withdrawal in successive positions. 
The second object lesson of this 
recent defeat was already contai- 
ned in a previous article discussing 
* The organisation of the ground », 
audit is l>elieved necessary to refer 
again to this article to recall to the 
minds of the readers the fact that 
all modem aTmies, including the 
Red Army of the Soviet 1 'nion 
are tending more and more toward 
defence and depth. This means 
that a Brigade would probably 
have a minimum of four de- 
fence lines organised in advance 
with, in every case, alternative, 
lines of defence already prepared 
for occupation in the event of the 
necessity of a withdrawal. 

Troops forced to withdraw do not 
break and run. They withdraw 
step by step from cne organised 
position to the next, thus making 
the enemy fight to gain new objec 
tives until that moment comes 
when the attack loses its force and 
breaks down in sheer inertia. At 
this point a well organised defence 
which has previous!}’ taken into 
consideration notes on position for 
the organization of the ground 
and preparation of counter-attacks 



Throughout the whole of Fran- 
ce during the past two weeks 
there have been numerous de- 
monstrations demanding the rai- 
sing of the blockade of the »Spa- 
nisli Republic : 

LYONS : Many thousands «*f 
Socialists Communists, Radicals 
and Traae Unionists, at a rive- 
ting called by the Lyons- Valence 
Committee of Aid, stressed the 
demand for the abolition of Non- 
Intervention. )Great enthusiasm 
greeted the decision to send a te- 
legram to Leon Blum and Paul 
Bancour. The slogan of the mee- 
ting was CANNONS AND PLA- 
NES FOR SPAIN! 

NARBONNE : 1,500 people de- 
monstrated. Their slogans were : 
OPEN THE FRONTIER! CAN- 
NONS AND PLANES FOR 
SPAIN! 

CALAIS : Workers demonstra- 
ted for the OPENING OF THE 
FRONTIER. 

LE HAVRE : Harbor workers 
demonstrated. Again, the slogan 
was CANNONS AND PLANES 
FOR SPAIN! 

CANNES : 600 demonstrated for 
aid to Spain. 



can resume the offensive and if 
properly conducted with vigor, 
determination and careful prepa- 
ration, can deal decisive blows, 
compelling the enemy to withdraw 
to his original position if the coun- 
ter-attack is properly carried for- 
ward. 

There is no copy-book formula 
for the organisation of a positon. 
The article referring to this sub- 
ject written before was intended 
merely as a guide. The study of 
fortifications as such is our great- 
test need at this moment and this 
statement is an over-simplification 
of facts. We are now at the .stage 
oi -training of the Spanish Repu- 
blican Army in which a greater 
understanding of the organisa- 
tion a'nd defence of the ground, 
both in the attack and in defence, 
is possible, and if the slogan with 
which this article is headed is 
understood in its proper relation 



TOULOUSE : 3,000 in great 
demonstration. 

BORDEAUX : After a meeting 
organized by the Peoples Front, 
several thousand demonstrated 
through the streets, demanding 
the OPENING OF THE FRON- 
TIER. 

LE nOURGBT AIR PORT : 
Workers and office staff of this 
great air port issued a statement 
<K mantling the OPENING OF 
THE FRONTIER. 

AI BERVILLIBRS : 5,000 de- 
monstrated at the call of the Tra- 
de Union fommitt'e of Action. 

NICE: 3,500 attend meeting in 
favor of Republican Spain. 

BLERIOT AIRCRAFT 
WORKS : Workers declared that 
they would give up the 40-hour 
week and work an hour’s overti- 
me per dav IF THE GOVERN- 
MENT WILL SEND MATERIAL 
TO REPUBLICAN SPAIN. 

CLICIIY : Outside the Citroen 
Works the workers demonstrated 
and sent a delegation to Leon 
Blum with a resolution CON- 
DEMNING THE NON-INTER- 
VENTION POLICY. 

C™ OMRES : 4,000 workers de- 



to both attack and defence, the 
problem of organisation terrain 
will not be of so great a difficulty. 

Clearly, these two factors, first 
that officers must be trained and 
know their job thoroughly and se- 
ondly, that both officers amd men 
know in all its detail the principal 
elements of the organisation of 
terrain, with these two important 
points carefully borne in mind and 
carried out in practice, <• No pa- 
saran », can confidently become 
our slogan. But in order to fulfil 
this slogan, the slogan « What the 
soldier takes with the bayonet he 
holds with the spade *> must be 
thoroughly understood and put 
into practice. Officers who do not 
understand the significance of this 
slogan nor its practical applica- 
tions should be considered crimi 
tiallv negligent in their duties. 



monstrated at the factor v gates. 

LA ROCHELLE : ' Several 

thousands demand aid to Spain. 

VAR : 1,000 young peasants 

demonstrated against the blocka- 
de. 

* * 

Throughout France the move- 
ment for aid to .Spain grows in 
impetus and intensity, under the 
slogans : Baise the Blockade, and 
Cannons and Planes for Spain! 



| THANKS and SALUD 
to the 

JOHN BROWN BATTERY 
for the excellent ond gen- 
erous support given in the 
coll fo r financial aid by the 
VOLUNTEER FOR UBtRTY. 
This battery, chiefly English- 
speoking, though few in 
numbers in comparison with 
l other English-speaking units, 

3 has responded with the sum ^ 
= of 1000 pesetas. 

i)i!lilliili<Millii]s‘! i ■•uii' 1 ■ • 1 1 1 ■ ■ r 1 . ; ’ 1 m 1 : " ■ 1 1 1 ' 



Major Allan Johnson 

CANNONS AND PLANES FOR SPAIN! 
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BARCELONA 

A Transformed City 



DESPERTAR 

For Cesar Orquin (Lincoln Battalion) 



Barcelona today is a transform 
nied city. 

The holiday spirit, which once 
prompted a visitor in the early 
days of the war to compare it 
with Coney Island, is gone. The 
whole city has hitched up its 
pants and tightened its belt. 

The fascist threat to Catalonia 
has awakened the people to their 
danger — and it has also arou 
sed them to action. 

Etery day, throughout the ci = 
ty, groups of young men apply 
regalarly to the recruiting sta 
tioas. Every union, every polit- 
ical organization, has called for 
volunteers to join up. The slo- 
gan is: 

«$tem the fascist tide, and turn 
tbelr advance into a decisive de- 
feat !» 

You see posters, small leaflets 
ia the streets. Everyone reads 
They tell you : 

tls there a soldier in your ho 
me who hasn’t yet Joined up? 
WW hasn’t he?» 

,«Is there an able-bodied man 
in your factory? Why isn’t he 
at the front ?» 

How many men are there on 
\lour block (neighborhood, orga 
nization, club) who can bea. 
qrms against fascism? Make them 
Join up!» 



«We want no shirkers! All 
able-bodied men to the front !» 

Great signs are hung from 
house to house across the wide 
and the narrow streets. They ask 
the same questions, and point to 
the same answers. 

In the factories, the women 
cry out that they too can carry 
arms. When told that it is for 
the men, they go from machine 
to machine, telling the men to 
Join up, telling them what their 
duty is. Few men can resist their 
pleading — and fewer still can 
withstand their scorn against the 
shirkers. 

The women, the youth, the men of 
all parties and trade unions, 
speak at lightning street mee 
tings. They have one keynote: 

« F. V F. R Y ABLE BODIED MAN 
TO THE DEFENSE OF HIS 
COUNTRY. EVERY MAN TO 
THE FRONT !» 

And while the recruiting goes 
on, the factories hum, produc- 
tion is speeded. The same is 
true of all Catalonia today. As 
in Madrid more than a year ago, 
the slogan is finding its way 
into the hearts and marrow and 
hone of the Catalonian people: 
THEY SHALL NOT PASS! 



Una mafia na fria del mes de 
enero... Caia la nieve, cuyos finos 
y blanquisimos copos, calaban a 
nuestros sokhulos al derretirsc so- 
bre sus hombros. 

Trancjuilidad... Solo 'de vez en 
cuando so oia el lejano tronar del 
canon, dirigido a las segundas Ti- 
neas; o uno quo otro disparo, he- 
cbo contra algun descuidado que 
habia asotnado la cabeza mas de lo 
debido. 

Silcncio... El seco tableteo de 
una ametralladora lo interrumpe 
con sus carcajadas frias y sardo- 
nicas. que acompanan a las rafagas 
portadoras del tragico mensaje de 
mucrtc. 

Una trinclicra... en un recodo, y 
disfrutando del pobrc sol, cuyos 
rayos apcnas si podian filtrarse a 
traces de los densos nubarrones que 
cubrian la celeste boveda. se hallan 
•tres milicianos; cada uno tiene en 
sus manos el portavoz de su partido 
v organizacion. 




Comenta uno ; contesta otro ; in- 
terpela el tercero. Del comentario 
pasan a la conversacion animada ; 
tie esta a la acalorada discusion. 

Un socialista, un comunista y un 
anarquista. Tres nombres que de- 
lienden una causa, y que descuidan 
su inisidn por las diferencias de 
ideologia. Ha llegado la discusion 
a un punto algido; sc han lanzado 
insultos. amenazas. 

De pronto, en la lejania, sc oyc 
el ronco disparo del canon enemi- 
go. Silba el obus estridente sobre 
sus cabezas, yendo a explotar a 
corta distancia de ellos, adornando 



su ensordecedor ruido con el zuni- 
bido de la nietralla, y formando un 
surtidor de polvo y humo. 

Los tres milicianos se sacuden 
la tierra que les cayo encinia, y 
que fue el iinico pcrjuicio que 
aquella explosion les produjo. 

Si* disponian a reanudar su in- 
terrumpida discusion. y quien sabe 
si. a causa de su ccguera, llegasen 
a llevar a cabo las amenazas profe- 
i idas. cuando la voz de un soldado 
cncmigo les hace detenerse. 

“i Rojos ! — dijo la lejatia voz — . 
-I Os ha gustado el “popinazo” ?*’ 
Lucgo. silencio. Los tres hom- 
bres cambiaron sus miradas en- 
tre si. ; Hainan coniprendido ! 

Pensaron que ague! obus no tc- 
r»a como objetivo determinado car- 
net. Iba disparando contra el cnc- 
migo unido. Aquella palabra. “Ro- 
jos”, pronunciada por la voz del 
parapeto enemigo, les did a enten- 
der que eran hermanos; los tres 
eran obreros; eran proletaries... 

Scntados, interunipido el sublime 
silencio que los rodeaba por los dis- 
paros que a intervalos irregulares 
se oian, trazaron con las puntas de 
sus bavonetas sobre la tenue y 
blanca capa de nieve que cubria el 
suelo de la trinchera, cada uno una 
letra. j El bello anagrama, estandar- 
te de nuestra Iucha ! j U. H. P. ! 
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TWO FARMERS KILLED 
SAVING ALL CATTLE 
FOR LOYALIST SPAIN 

The Ministry of Agriculture re- 
cently issued a note praising the 
heroic action of two employes of 
the General Administration of 
Livestock — Francisco San Jose 
Revuelta and Manuel Iglesias. 

These two men went right up 
to the fring Fne during the re- 
cent retreat on the Aragon front 
in order to direct the work of 
evacuating the livestock. After 
all the livestock had been safely 
removed, they both fell victims to 
fascist bullets. 



THE SINKING OF THE BALEARES ON MARCH 6 



The Chief Command of the Rc- 

f mblioan Fleet directed the naval 
>attle which took place in the 
early morning of March o, 70 mi- 
les from Cabo Palos, from the 
erniser which is symbolically na- 
med I. i her tad. Credit for this splen- 
did Republican victory is due don 
Luis(f. deUbieta, the Commander 
of the fleet, and bis Gem ral Staff. 

Late Saturday night. March > 
the cruisers / ihevitid and Mcmle^ 
Sit fas and two small fleets of 
destroyers headed out toward sea. 
At 12 : qo, when the two cruisers 
and the fleet of destroyers were 
some 55 miles to the south east 
of the island of Ibiza, the witch 
on the I.ibcrtad sighted three fas- 
cist ships, ; t a distance of yooo 
meters h<-ad<d in the opposite di- 
rection. The direction lights <f the 
first two boats were lighted- 
The destroyer Sdncjie:; Bartaiz- 
U %m launched two torpedoes’ Sin- 
ce the ships were communicating 
by lighted signals, in the code of 
our Navy, they were obviously fas- 
cist ships. They were giving the 



the order to prepare for action. 

Doth fleets continued 011 their 
way, and nothing more happened 
for a while. Then the Republican 
command gave the order, by te- 
lephone, to prepare for action, and 
every one jumped to his post. 

The next order from tile Lihcrtad 
was to change direction, and the 
ships were arranged in formation 
for battle. The destroyers Sanchez 
HarcairAcf’ni, A ntufuera, and Lr- 
panlo in a straight-line formation 
protected the J.ibertad and the 
Mt'ndez Xuiiez to pori ; the des- 
troyers (tvnvina and l.azaga to 
starboard. 

About two in the morning, when 
the Loyalist fleet was some 70 
mil< s from Cabo Palos, the fas- 
cist ships were sighted again on 
the high sea, in the “following or- 
der : the Bale are a, (anaria and 
then the Ceyrera. The engine lights 
of the Bair ares gave the signal to 
put on speed, the intention being 
to cross the Republican line to 
port. But this skilful manoeuvre 
did not prove of great value, for 



the rebel command committed the 
serious tactical error of passing our 
first line of destroyers, which wen* 
protecting the cruisers Libertad 
and Mendez X a nr : on the side to 
port, at a distance of less than 
2,000 meters. Intense artillery fire 
from the Republican cruisers re- 
pelled the agression. Rockets ligh- 
ted the bridges of the ships. The 
Republican destroyers did not 
break their formation. 

The artillery fire ceased soon. 
The first torpedoes whizzed by. 
In loading the new shell-guns the 
men counted seconds and thirds 
of seconds. About four minutes 
later there was an enormous ex- 
plosion. The Republican artillery 
was silenced by the order to stop 
firing. The torpedos of the des- 
troyers had made their hit. Follo- 
wing the explosion a great blaze 
illuminated tile scene. The fas- 
cist cruiser A luma nte Cervera could 
be seen near the burning ship, its 
silhouette cutting off some of the 
flames from view. The flag ship 
Canar ; as sailed away at full speed- 




One of Spain's many Loyal workers. 
It was men like him. who performed 
the deed referred in the story 
directly above 
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MORNING COMES... 

Morning comes with another day. 

And you hear the whole world say : 

«l wonder what's happening in old Spain? 

«I wonder if this battle is in vain ?» 

The world must know it's a battle for Freedom 
And an end to Fascism, troublesome. 

And the workers who fight with all their might 
Will gain a victory for all that’s right. 

Lives are sacrificed for this cause 
With no opportunity for to pause; 

All eyes are set, sight to the Front 
And guns a roaring with a grunt. 

It's a grunt of freedom these guns roar, 

With a hit right into fascism’s core — 

Seeking for victory, not for Spain alone, 

But victory for all the folks back home. 

Spain must be aided in this fight 
To bury fascism out of sight. 

Ye workers of the world must aid 
For in the future, ye will be repaid ! 



BRITISH YOUTH PLEDGE 
TO REDOUBLE EFFORTS 
TO GET ARMS FOR SPAIN 
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"LUCKY 

(I ’or German Hernandez 
Anton. Jefe del Servicio 
de Intormaciones.) 

“Golpe de suerte” se llamana si 
1‘uera traducido al castellano el 
nombre del tabaco americano que 
hasta hacc poeo, descoimciamos to- 
dos los trabaj adores espanoles, de- 
bido a que nuestros recursos eco- 
ndmicos no nos permitian el lujo 
de saborear este aromatico tabaco, 
y temamos que conformarnos con 
la popular cajetilla de a real — que 
para nuestros pulmones en muchas 
ocasiones tenia peores efectos que 
e! cloro — . Y ha sido preciso la fra- 
ternidad y solidaridad interuacio- 
ual — que entre los trabaj adores 
del mundo entero despertd la suble- 
vacion de los (|ue en Espana fu- 
niaban “Luquis’’ — , para que cesara 
de ser el tabaco americano o sus 
rivales. Camels o Habano, el tra- 
il icional tabaco de cabaret o ter- 
tulia, v pasara a ser TABACO 
POPULAR. 

Hasta el 19 de julio, en Espana 
cl tabaco, que es objeto de mi tema, 
solo lo fumaban artistas prostitui- 
das, militares de uniforme, vicio y 
casta; senoritos con titulos, incul- 
tos y en fermizos, y los grandes se- 
lores de las finanzas y la politica. 
En una palabra; solo lo fumaba la 
*lta aristocracia. 

Si en aquella epoca. el “Luqui'’ 
liubiera sido un aliado del pueblo 
y bubiese hablado. cuantas cosas 
no liubiera dicho. cscudrinando co- 
mo escudrinaba los mas escondidos 
recobecos del pec I10 de los que el 
19 de julio se vsuicidaron al suble- 
varsc. Que de cosas no liubiera di- 
cho de aquella serie de rcciprocas 
zancadillas e intrigas hipucritamen- 
te disimuladas de las tertulias don- 
de se reunian 50 para volcar un 
ministerio que solo tenia 15 car- 
teras. Tambien nos hubiesc hablado 
de los fantasticos calculos que se 
1 aria don Alejandro Lerroux con 
su extraperlo; y sobre todo nos 
hubiera dicbo los miles de espanoles 
que pensaban asesinar los milita- 
res traidores y sus naturales alia- 
dos : clero y terratenientes. Aun 
mas, puede que si todavia habla- 
ran, nos dijeran lo que se trania 
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STRIKES" 

en la atmosfera viciada por el hu- 
mo de este tabaco y del opio, los 
vapores del champagne y las ena- 
jenaciones de la cocaina, en algunos 
senoriales edificios de Burgos y 
Salamanca — Roma-Berlin — y fue- 
ra lo suficiente para que en nues- 
tra retaguardia, sin tanto cacarear- 
la, se hiciera la uni dad. 

Pero, si el “Luqui” hablara, no 
solo nos contaria cosas siniestras, 
capaces de hacer mella en el opti- 
mismo de los debiles antifascistas 
v poner en guardia a los mas fuer- 
tes, no ; va que el (|ue en la Espana 
leal se fuma tiene la sagrada mi- 
sion de proclamar muy alto de que 
las palabras de Marx : PROLETA- 
RIOS DE TODOS LOS PAISES 
UNIDOS, han sido oidas y escu- 
ebadas por todos los trabaj adores 
del Universo: es la prueba de la 
fraternal solidaridad de pueblos de 
diferente lengua v scparaclos por 
los mares, que. viendo el peligro 
que se cierne sobre el mundo se 
preparan a no ser sorprendidos 
como lo fuimos en Espana. Es 
comprado eon la perra gorda que 
se cotiza cada trabajador — y que 
a lo mejor les cuesta el negarle el 
cine o una golosina a su hijo — a 
sabiendas de que negarle un mimo 
boy es asegurarle un manana feliz. 

I Que transformacion ha sufrido en 
Espana la mision del tabaco “Lu- 
qui” ! De su triste celebridad, con 
nucstra guerra ha pasado a ser po- 
pular, y a traves de la cortina que 



BARCELONA THRILLED 
BY AIR DEMONSTRATION 

A few of our new air squadrons 
flew over Barcelona on Saturday, 
April 9 and thrilled the popular 
tion for almost an hour. Thou 
sands, gathered in the streets, 
on the housetops, balconies and 
from windows, cheered loudly 
and applauded enthusiastically. 
Others waved their hats or hand= 
kerchiefs in wild delight. The 
squadrons, consisting of heavy 
bombers, bhplanes, and chasers, 
speeded at a low altitude in per= 
feet formation. 



A resolution addressed <'To the 
Youth of Spain* by the Tenth 
National Conference of the Young 
Communist League of Great Bri- 
tain pledges «to redouble our ef- 
forts in the fight to get arms 
for your people.* The entire re- 
solution, which will be acted 
upon at the conference on April 
16, 17 and ifl, follows : 

This 10th National Conference! 
of the Young Communist League 
sends its warmest fraternal gree- 
tings to you and through you 
to the youth of Spain m vour 
heroic struggle against Fascism. 

We record with regret the pas- 
sing of many of your bravest! 
sons on the battlefields of .Spain. 

While Yve dcenlv rtgret your 
loss, which is also ours, at the 
same time a deep feeling of pri- 
de wells u]) within us that we 
belong to an international asso- 
ciation of youth that produces 
such heroes. We are proud to 
be with you in your glorious 
struggle to save Spain from* Fa- 
scism. 

We send our heartiest congra- 
tulations to you on the magni- 
ficent part you have played in 
building up the mighty invinci- 
ble Republican Army and the 
unity of the whole of the Youth 
of Spain. We declare that this 
mighty army of the people, com- 
bined with the unity you have 
forged on the battlefields of Spain, 
are the guarantees that final vic- 
-torv for the forces of democracy 
over Fascism is assured. 

«SAVE SPATN — SAVE PEA- 
CE*. This is the kejMiote of a Pi 
our activity to assist your peo- 
ple. 

We pledge ourselves to redou- 



produce una bocanada de humo de 
este tabaco podemos ver; que en la 
lncha que sostenemos contra el fas- 
cismo mundial, no estamos solos: 
que la solidaridad internacional es 
un hechb; y la fraternidad univer- 
sal, una realidad. En estas condi- 
ciones, con toda seguridad, con los 
pulmones llenos de humo de tabaco 
Lucky, podremos gritar : “No pa- 
saran” “okey”, ; pasaremos ! 



ble our efforts in the fight lo 
get arms for your people. To 
intensify our work to send food, 
milk and medical supplies, to 
strengthen still further our sup- 
port for the glorious internatio- 
nal Brigade; to work as never 
before to bring down the hated 
British National Government, 
friend of Fascism. 

The forces of the democratic 
youth throughout the world are 
with you in your magnificent 
struggle. 

We confidently declare that the 
mighty Republican Army, the 
backbone of which is formed by 
the members of the United So- 
cialist Youth, backed up by the 
progressive people throughout 
the World will! guarantee that 
the final victory is yours and 
that Spain becomes the cDEAlPH- 
BED OF FASCISM*. 



JOHN LITTLE ARRIVES 

(Continued from page I) 
Fortunately the auto got through 
without mishap. But the driver 
was so knocked out by the ordeal 
that lie suggested they sleep on 
the road that night. Everyone, 
outside of the driver, was in a 
hurry to get back — and John 
solved the problem by voluntee- 
ring to take the wheel, which lie 
did, bringing the party back at 
4 a. m. 

«The American people are not 
hi any wav losing track of what 
is happening here in Spain*, John 
is firm in declaring. «On the 
contrary, they are working* harder 
than they ever have worked to 
bring about a change in favor of 
the Spanish people. The Ameri- 
can people have come to the rea- 
lization that if fascism is to be de- 
feated, the first place where it 
must be defeated is in its invasion 
of Spain.* 

In France too, he believes, tlu 
growth of popular sentiment for 
Spain is revealed in such slogans 
as the French people have re- 
cently used in theif countrywide 
demonstrations : Cannons and 

Planes for Spain! 
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LETTERS 

FROM 

HOME 

A Volunteer’s Mother 
Writes Irom the U. S. 

Dearest son — Yesterday, when 
1 came home, there was a letter 
from volt to S...., written on 
Christmas Day. 

Your joy over the victory of 
Teruel is preat and inspiring — 
it is the kind of joy one feels 
when one knows what he if 
tiguting for. Of course 1 realize 
how you must feel now after 
giving up Teruel and Belcliite — 
I feel just as badly. What I do 
want to tell yon is this : 

In 11505, we were fighting in 
the former Russia, fighting on 
barricades. People were killed 
— and we won a constitution — 
•and that did not last long. It 
all ended with massacres and 
•cactionarv punishments against 
those who were in the fight. But 
we who fought at that time 
knew, and were convinced, that 
the fight was a just one, and 
therefore we were not dishearte- 
ned or disappointed. On the con- 
trary We were resolved to carry 
on the fight to a finish... And 
now von see that instead of a 
blbodv Russia (as it was under 
the Czar) the Soviet Union 
among all oppressed countries 
stands oroud and free. 

The same will be the case with 
the fi"ht against fascism in Snarn 
and the rest of the world. Chin 
im. mv bov. and tell tins to al) 
the rest of tile fighters with vou. 

Much love to you and your 
comrades. 

Your loving mother, 

Miniature Madrid in England 

ttr the wav. the collection for 
Spain von enquire ahnot at Y mas 
realised 6.1.3. pounds I wish we 
Could do it every week, but the 
collierv manager does not allow 
us to stand on his premises, and 
we have tot get a police permit 
to stand in the street.. All told 
We have collected nearly rt) Pds. 
its not a record by any means, 
but anyway it’s a nail in Franco’s 
roffm... 

Labour is really on the move 
here. There must have been mil- 
lions of resolutions sent in by 
rank ami file organisations to 
Labour Headquarters demanding 
some real action behalf of lo- 
yalist Spain... 

The Ha r worth nen... bad n tas- 
te of. what fascism means in En- 
gland... Harworth is a mining 
town 12 miles from here, and I 
went over several times during 
the struggle, it was like a mini- 
ature Madrid. One night the po- 
lice raided a dance hall full of 
miners with the excuse that they 
were going to arrest one of the 
m cn. It was all a big bluff to 
cause a fight, thy succeeded in 
separating the women from the 
men and then there was a battle 
royal. The jxiliee had reinforce- 
ments outside armed with clubs 
and the miners fought with the 
furniture, which they tore to pie- 
ces. The miners’ wives went to 
the Cinema Hall to get reinforce- 




ments for their men, but the 
police had locked the people in- 
side, and of course the police 
won, but. they had some casual- 
ties. 

I went over the next day and 
the place was like an armed camp 
and the brutality of the police 
had been terrible. It was like 
the Spanish militia versus Fran- 
co’s crack troops in the early 
days of the war. 

(from a* member of the 
Labour Party in a fi- 
ning district o^Englatfd) . 

They’re with us back home . 

T want you- and the other boys 
to know' that . we are with you 
a hundred per cent, so keep up 
your spirit. 

(from a girl-friend in 
New York). 

The people of this country are 
anti-fascist all right, I’m sure. 
Any chance remark to peo??£?h? 
very varied wa l ks of life that I 
have made about fascism show 
that they hate it. 

(from a mother in Eng- 
land). 

Nazis on the screen 

I.ast week j saw the Anti-Na/.i 
film featured in the « March of 
Time*. It was so brutal and terri- 
fying that it left me sick, grim 
ami determined to punch the head 
off of a fascist who applauded 
vociferously in front of me while 
I hissed and booed in violent 
counterpoint against this Italian 
heel. I couldn’t help but provoke 
a challenge, which made him 
sneak out of the theatre so sha- 
mefully, due to the tie rendous 
gathering of Antifascists who 
.showed tlitir resentment to 
Nazi methods by a profound si- 
lence. 

(from a friend in the 
States). 



A V 1 

We sat around, resting, camped 
on the roadside. It was just alter 
the food had come up, and all of 
us, scattered over the wide mea- 
dow and along the side of the hill, 
were digging furiously into our 
stew of rice and. onions, and the 
almost invisible flakes of carne. 

Most of us had barely swallowed 
our first mouthful when the w'histle, 
blew — the fascist avion was co- 
ming over. We spread out, ducked 
behind rocks, lay flat against the 
terrace-stones, stretched out un- 
der clumps of stunted pines against 
the steep slope of the hill. In a 
minute — but it seemed longer — 
our anti-aircraft opened up from 
all directions. We watched the pla- 
nes in the sky, high up. Evidently 
they weren’t after us this time. 
After the crack of our anti-air 
guns the shells whistled through 
the air, and after a second we saw 
the white puff of smoke appear 
where the shell burst. In a few mi- 
nutes there were forty-four white 
puffs in the sky — we counted all 
of them — but the three black 
planes seemed to sail on serenely, 
untouched. We cursed the planes 
and the anti-air and the kitchen, 
which had brought the mess up at 
such a time. 

Soon they were gone from sight, 
and the whistle blew again, and 
we dipped our tin spoons into the 
rice-stew again. It was cold, but 
tasted better than the first mouth- 
ful. 

Before we were through eating 
the avion was up again. This time 
six of them, and soon we saw six 
more following, and then a tail- 
group of three. Again they passed 
us by, again our anti-air opened 
up, again they escaped. But this 
titne we saw them shoot downward 
behind the nearest hill, heard their 
machine-guns going full-blast. Stra- 
fing the road, we thought. Only af- 
terward we found out they were 
strafing the people, the streets and 
houses in Gandesa. They were 
sore ; they had dropped their 
bombs, but had evidently miscal- 
culated. Most of the eggs had lan- 
ded in the empty football field. 
So they strafea the town, and its 
women and kids. 

They came over about a dozen 
times that day — only twice did 
they strafe our meadow, our road, 
our side of the hill. No bombs, 
only their machine huns spitting. 
We were lucky. One casualty — 
our third assistant cook got one 
in his shoulder. The other time, 
a group of us were caught on the 
road as they swooped low'. We 
ducked into a culvert, and our only 
mishap came when a splinter of 
rock, chipped by their strafing, 
caught me at the bridge of my 



PEOPLES FRONT THANKS BRITISH PEOPLE 



(continued from Page 2) 

We do not wish to say a single 
word regarding the difference of 
understanding between the people 
of England and their Government. 
On this point our respect is abso- 
lute, and it is enough for us that 
the difference exists. Time will tell 
who understood this problem with 
most foresight. If we are to say 
anything we can say, because it is 
permissible, that we are more in- 
terested in not disappointing the 
English people than in not disap- 
pointing their Government. 



The people of England place 
their trust in our struggle and 
long for our victory. And we shall 
fight until we achieve that victory 
which is so indispensable for us, 
so advantageous for the perma- 
nent interests of England and so 
necessary for the pe: ce of the 
world. 

We are now' undergoing a very 
grave stage in the fight for our 
country. Italy and Germany are 
attempting to defeat us in a deci- 
sive manner and have launched an 
unmasked attack to crush us. 
They are not only attacking us 
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nose. A speck of blood, quickly 
wiped away, amt-then I let it clot, 
In a few days the scab was gone, 
and I was congratulated : « You're 
still good enough for Hollywood 
when you get back *, a French- 
man {old me. I answered with 
their most popular w ord, « Merde! * 

A hell of a way to treat men at 
rest, we thought. But our biggest 
scare came a few days later. We 
were marching down the road, 
maybe thirty kilometers from our 
first camping ground — those of 
us who were left. We were dog- 
tired — no rest for three days. The 
real fireworks had begun three 
nights ago. 

Well, we marched, or straggled 
along the road, when we nrst 
heard the roar. Then they came 
over the hill — *■ twenty, thirty, 
forty — seventy of them. We 
couldn’t. start running fast enough. 
Those on the left side of the road 
were lucky the. fields sloped down 
and away. On our side rose minia- 
ture dirt-amd-rock cliffs, twenty 
feet high. ♦ Here's where we really 
get it *, we thought. 

Then we saw the peasant leading, 
his mattress-laden burro. He was 
walking along calmly. We shouted 
to him to run — are you dead? are 
you blind!! He turned his eyes up- 
ward, and continued leading his 
animal calmly. He smiled a little, 
put his opened hand to his mouth, 
and shouted one ^word : 

« Nuestra!! * 

We locked again. Sure enough, 
they were ours : 

Seventy of them!! 

* There's many more over there * 
the peasant shouted, pointing be- 
yond the nearest hill. 

We breathed a sigh of relief, al 
of us. If the plane motors hadnV 
been overhead you could have 
heard that great collective exha- 
ling of breath and wondered what 
it was. 

Our own avion had arrived!! 

We reformed our ranks, and mar- 
ched — not straggled — up the 
hot road. W. T. 

with troops disguised as volun- 
teers, but also with a tremendous 
quantity of war material which 
increases a hundredfold the da- 
mage and injury to our indepen- 
dence. In the international robbery 
organised by fascism it is not 
Spain’s turh. to be the booty. They 
are attacking Spain with the same 
greed with which they attacked 
Ethiopia and later Austria. With 
equal savagery they will to-mor- 
row attack other weak countries 
in the hope that the turn of the 
more powerful countries will comet 
Spain is merely an episode in wha. 
is being prepared, and a foretaste 
of what threatens the world in the 
future. 

But Spain can cease to be an 
episode and can be made io repre- 
sent the definite barrier which 
will put a stop once and for all 
to this criminal aggression. All the 
lives of Spanish democrats are su- 
bordinated to this goal. There is 
not a single Spaniard who will not 
proudly offer his life for the peace 
of Europe and of the whole world. 
Happe.. what may and however 
difficult the situation may become 
for us, we are determined to fight. 
Our responsibility obliges us to 
and w r e are encouraged in our 
struggle by the people of England, 
to whom we express our deepest 
gratitude. 
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REPUBLIC READY TO MEET ALL WAR 
NEEDS SAYS NEGRIN IN RADIO TALK 



e following is the radio speech delivered by 
r. Juan Negrin, Prime Minister of the Spa- 
nish Republic, on April 16, 1938). 

Spaniards : 

The Government, in obedience to its moral 
doctrine not to hide the truth, however bitter 
it may be, addresses the country and informs 
it that, by at dramatic push, the invaders 
who are destroying our fatherland — Ita- 
lians, Moot , and Germans — have succeeded 
in reaching the Mediterranean. 

The Government *is therefore going to use 
me as its mouthpiece to explain to the people 
the military situation, to analyse its causes 
and to indicate the duties which this situa- 
tion imposes on all Spaniards. 

Of the causes which have given rise to this 
situation, those which depend on us are being 
corrected with the speed and decision which 
the circumstances demand. Because I must 
not hide from the people — ■ to do so would 
be unjust and therefore shameful — the part 
which we must play at the present stage. We 
have not acted in the rear with the rhythm 
which the situation demanded. Months, weeks, 
days, and hours have been lost at moments 
when a minute is equivalent to the destiny 
of years. Today when rhythm and firmness 
in the adoption of opportune measures have 
risen to the level of our desire 
to win the war, I can and 
must declare to the Spanish 
people that slowness has been 
our worst enemy. 



! thaf the analysis I am about to make of the po- 
sition of our fronts will serve even more to 
' strengthen the will to make our rear and 
our Army execute the orders they receive 
without vaeilation. 

For more than a month the enemy has been 
carrying out a violent offensive on the Eas- 
j tern front, an offensive which has received 
more backing abroad than any other, an of- 
fensive characterized principally, as I pointed 
out in a former speech, by the haste which 
is weighing upon our opponents, because 
i they know that time is against them. 

In the first moments the attacks of the 
1 Italian forces and Moorish hordes, helped by 
German technicians and abundant German 
| and Italian war material, broke our fronts! 

I Had it not been for the Spanish habit of* 

delaying every urgent task until the critical 
moment, the effects of the enemy attack, as 
far as the territory they gained is concerned, 
might perhaps have been less. But the fact 
is that these first results encouraged the 
enemies of Spain. A large part of the inter- 
national press, with very pious intentions, 
began to sound the funeral march of the 
i Republic and of the Spanish people. 

THE ORDER TO RESIST 

Our position was, undoubtedly, extremely 
grave, but the Government 
gave the order: resist. I ap- 
ealed to the people to mo- 
di ze all their energies. And 
with marvellaus heroism, with 
an enthusiasm which can be 
felt ouly in Spain, our Army 
resisted, barred the way of 
the enemy, and energetically 
counter-attacked in various 
sectors. I11 Catalonia, as was 
bound to happen, the glorious 
exploit of immortal Madrid 
was repeated. It w’as repeated 



OUR OPPONENTS KNOW 
THAT TIME IS AGAINST 
THEM 

What is the situation now? 
The credence with which 
the Spanish people receive my 
words entitles me to believe 





TH E VOLUNTEER FOR UBERTY 



even in the grotesque details of the foreign 
press which once announced' the fall of Ma- 
drid and now, that is, two weeks ago announ- 
ced the entry of the Italian troops into Tor- 
tosa. 

The enemy has been held back on the 
Tortosa front; it has been held back on the 
bank of the River Segre. Their aims have 
been frustrated precisely in those sectors 
where they had the greatest interest in achi- 
ving their objectives. They wanted to reach 
Barcelona within a space of two weeks. But 
on Catalan soil they have met with an un- 
breakable human wall. The Italian press and 
the press of the invaders have had to desist 
from their cries of triumph to the point of 
confessing that our soldiers, the Spanish sol- 
diers, are defending inch by inch with ex- 
traordinary enthusiasm the beloved soil of 
their fatherland. 

This has been possible as a result of the 
enthusiasm and energy with whi<-h the peo- 
ple have responded to the appeal of their Go- 
vernment. And in this space of twenty days 
elements have been brought together which, 
when they are still better employed, will 
permit us to overcome all difficulties and to 
prepare the way for our victory. 

MANY OF OUR RESOURCES ARE STILL 
UNUSED 

After being held up in their advance on 
Catalonia, the enemy has succeeded in attai- 
ning objectives farther south, the gravity of 
which must not be concealed. But they will 
not hold them for long. We have not yet 
brought into full play all our inexhaustible 
resources, resources which have so far ena- 
bled us to withstand the offensive ana even 
to counter-attack in places where the enemy 
was most anxious to advance. 

The Government is consecrating itself to 
this task with the greatest energy, so as to 
be able to use all its resources rapidly and ef- 
ficiently. The situation is, in my opinion, less 
grave than it was two weeks. We have to- 
day more material than at the beginning of 
the offensive, and we shall have still more. 
Our Army, the Army which was able f o 
hold- up the Italian divisions ana Moorish 
forces on Catalan soil at a moment when they 
considered themselves victorious, can and 
wil be extraordinarily improved both in qua- 
lity and forces. 

With faith in victory, with enthusiasm and 
discipline, we shall free the lands which 
have just been takon from us by the inva- j 
ders in the space of some days or weeks, 
and open the path of the rest of Spain to 
our Army, the Army of Independence. 

Let all our soldiers take as a stimulous and 
as an example the heroic conduct of those 
who fought at Lerida and on the fronts of 
the much coveted Tortosa. All the units of 
our Army must be shock forces. Before them 



the enemies of our fatherland shall be dawn- 
trodden and utterly destroyed. 

THE COMPLETE AUTHORITY OF THE 
GOVERNMENT 

In the political field the military situa- 
tion imposes duties on all of us, which can- 
not be set aside. The Government of the Re- 
public is the Government of all Spain and 
will exercise its authority, as hitherto, on all 
territory which is not held by the invader. 
Today the Government needs more support 
than ever; it must be obeyed with greater 
discipline than ever. Its voice, which is the 
voice of all Spaniards, must be responded to 
with immediate action. 

All activities therefore must revolve ex- 
clusively around the Government or around 
the authority delegated by it. In th e face 
of all the slanders and lies, our people are 
giving a magnificent example <o all) the 
people, of the world. Conscious of the role 
which history has allotted them, they are ful- 
filling it as Spaniards have always been able 
to fulfil it at decisive moments. Nobody has 
been able to hide the truth. Foreigners vi- 
siting us have been able to see for them- 
selves that Spain has never had a Govern- 
ment which could count on the support of 
the people to such an extend as this Govern- 
ment can. Never was there such order in our 
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rear as now exists. Never did the Army dis- 
play such heroism as at the present time 
when it is confronted by the traitors within 
and by the Armies of two countries which 
used blackmail, but whose threat is destined 
to fail on Spanish soil. 

These qualities — self-denial, discipline, 
and obedience to the Government — must 
be further augmented. Thus equipped, we 
shall face the allies of the enemy in our rear, 
on whom our opponents are counting. Let 
no one be surprised by any manoeuvres they 
may try. The Government is one and undivi- 
ded. To try to substitute or set up other 
bodies similar to it would only produce dis- 
turbances which would last only until the 
Government became aware of them. 

All support, all initiative, should be direc- 
ted by the political parties and organisations 
to the People’s Front, which today includes 
all sectors of loyal Spain. The watchword of 
the People’s Front must be to aid the autho- 
rities, to afford them collaboration, and to 
guarantee them a maximum loyalty in all 
their activities. 

Our experiences cause us to issue a war- 
ning in advance against the possible evil of 
the springing up of unauthorised local or 
regional authorities. Our conviction that all 
division of authority must be opposed ac- 
quires greater force in the case of Catalonia 
in view of the desire to conquer, the eutlm- 




I siasm for the fight, and the high conception 
of respousability among all her authorities, 
from the Honorable President Luis ;Com^, 
pauys to the lowest of administrative civil 
servants. For this might lead to tire possibi- 
I lity of a difference of opinion arising in po- 

! litical leadership. Or to put it more clearly, 

we do not wish a difference to arise, for the 
! interest of the Catalans in the war, which 

! is the war of both of Catalonia and of Spain, 

i has made them help the Government of the 

I Republic in its task at all times. 

Let no one therefore nowhere usurp the 
I functions of the Government. I insist on this, 
j because a 1 manoeuvre by our enemies to make 
use of the generous impulses and the desire 
for desinterested collaboration on the part of 
many people in order to misguide them would 
create the greatest disturbance in our rear. 

REPUBLICAN SPAIN IS PREPARED 
FOR ALL CONTINGF.NCES 

The Government has already taken the 
necessary measures to supply Republican 
Spain with all necessities, both from the mi- 
litary and civil point of view. We lack nei- 
ther food supplies nor war material. We 
are prepared then to fulfil the watchword that 
I gave you before : Resist now and then 
attack. 

MILLIONS AFFECTED BY OUR 
RESISTANCE 

I can tell you, Spaniards, that our resis- 
tance (to us no secret) has been a revela- 
tion to the world and a source of joy to mi- 
llions of men. At the same time it has cau- 
sed annoyance in certain circles ; it has chan- 
ged’ the opinions of large groups of people 
who, either through ignorance or because of 
their complicity with the invaders of Spain, 
had already given us up for dead. 

As a result of our resistance the situation 
lias now become clear to many people. Our 
tragedy has penetrated the intelligence of 
many, and todav r even those whose criminal 
incomprehension of their own interests made 
them obstinately blind to our legitimate 
right, now unterstand. At last they are be- 
lieving what Spain has maintained for two 
years : that fascist announcements of victo- 
ries they had not obtained, tlreir tales sma- 
shing the Spanish people, were nothing but 
a reflection of the hurry of international fa- 
scism to be done with the problem of Spain 
and quickly to turn its thieving activities, 
with less risk against those other countries 
which really form its principal objective. 
But we have shown the world of what mag- 
nificent vitality we are possessed. 

Our resistance has helped and will conti- 
nue to help those in many parts to see 
clearly that in defending Spain the Army 
of the Republic is defending all democra- 
cies and destroying the plans of the inter- 
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national aggressors, the first phase of which 
is unfolding in our country. No one can hide 
from himself the fact that the conquest of 
Spain by international fascism is but the 
first stage in a plan to attack other countries 
with advantage and to cause democracies to 
disappear totally, plunging the world into 

an epoch of barbaric slavery. 

« 

THE FAILURE OF NONINTER VENTION 

AND Its INTERNATIONAL ORIGINS 

Looking at the international situation , I 
can say that if other countries had had the 
same faith as the Spanish people have in 
justice and in respecting treaties, they could 
have shortened our struggle. Enrope would 
not now be looking at this spectacle of pi- 
racy on the seas, would not have tolerated 
the suppression of Austria, and other nations 
would not be threatened with strangulation. 

Because of the policy of non-intervention, 
and believing in the right of the Spanish 
people to guide their own destiny, the Go- 
vernment of the Republic has had’ to organise 
resistance and create an Army. And this 
Army is prepared for the decisive days that 
must lead us to victory. We have only asked, 
and we go on asking today for that which 
they cannot d«>nv us : the mmediat' e«ssa- 
tion of the policy of non-intervention. Let v 
hope that the promoters of this false policy 
may think of the victims caused in these 
twenty-one months of international aggres- 
sion ; and to those insensitive to the pain 
of others, I present a single argument: Itaf 
lian intervention has just been recognised 
explicitly by Great Britain. The Anglo-Ita- 
liau agreement refers to the withdrawal of 
the Italian troops on our soil — to the sha- 
me of those who at the same time call them- 
selves nationalists. Hitler himself proclaimed 
the German invasion of Spain to the world 
not many days ago. 

At this moment the Government of the 
Spanish Republic most solemnly protests 
against the Anglo-Italian agreement. It sig- 
nifies intervention in the c-panish question 
without taking into aeount the sacred inte- 
rests of Spain and its people. And before 
the announcement of possible naval actions, 



we remind the signatories of the Nyon agre- 
ements of their obligations. For we our- 
selves can contend with the fascist fleet ; the 
sinking of the «Baleares» off Cape Palos was 
proof of our efficacy and powers of attack. 

THE GLORIOUS MISSION OF SPAIN TO 

SAVE CULTURE. CIVILIZATION AND 
LIBERTY 

To our people, the Spanish people, history 
has assigned the task of savjng culture, ci- 
vilisation and freedom, and most of all free- 
dom. We can say with pride that we are 
fulfilling that task magnificently. And we 
can say with equal pride that if it ..were not 
for the heroism of the Spaniards there would 
not be countries now discussing the miserable 
chaos of non-intervention, for they themselves 
would be given up to the task of driving 
the invaders from their own soil. Our resis- 
tance will not fail. On the contrary, it shall 
be increased. Each day it shall become more 
firm, more tenacious. Soon not only the vo- 
utiteers, not only these called up in the le- 
vies, but the whole nation shall be in arms. 
And the world shall know once more how 
capable a people are the Spanish. 

THE NEED TO MULTIPLY OUR ENER. 

GIF.S A HUNDREDFOLD THAT OUR 
LAND SHALL ALWAYS BE OURS 

Each one of our divisions must be a di- 
vision that conquers ; each man and woman 
in Spain must be an arduous fighter in the 
struggle for the independence of his country. 

In the factories, barracks, trenches, and 
fields you must display your determination 
to resist. Your energies must be multiplied 
a hundred times more. 

Only he who is against us can waiver at 
such a moment. 

Spaniards : Our land shall always be ours. 

Aviators, sailors, soldiers, officers, commis- 
sars, men and women of Spain. 

Now more than ever defend your country 
with all yorur heart and strength. 

Long live the Republic. 

Long live Spain. 
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NEGRIN MAKES SPECIAL APPEAL HABLA "ster 

1. 1 factor decisivo es el hombre 



TO SOLDIERS OF PEOPLE’S ARMY 



After the reorganization of the 
Cabinet of the Republic, L.\ Juan 
Negrin, Premier and National 
Defense Minister, addressed the 
Peoples Army with the- following 
words : 

•Spanish soldiers: 

On assuming the supreme com 
marnl of the Air, Sea and Land 
forces, which arc making such 
sacrifices in order to attain vic- 
tor}',, I am filled with pride at 
being a Spaniard. 

My first words must express a 
a deep and sincere gratitude to 
the principal forger of our Peo- 
ple's Array, whose name shall 
be indelibly written in the pages 
of History, and a cordial greeting 
to the friend, whom I have had 
to succeed in so difficult a task 
because of the need to unify and 
concentrate the political and mi- 
litary direction of war in one 
hand . 

1 address myself, in the first 
[dace, to all the officers of 
the Army of the Republic. To 
those coming from the old Army, 
who are the genuine representa- 
tives of the democratic traditions 
of the old Spanish- Infantry, and 
who deserve the love of the fa- 
therland for; the faithfulness they 
have shown to it. To those who 
have arisen from the Militia and 
who incarnate the invincible will 
of our people to fight for its li- 
berties. The fervent collaboration 
between the two is a symbol of 
the unity of all Spaniards in the 
the defence of the independence 
of our soil. 

• I address the war commissars 
and I remind them that they 
must put more self sacrifice and 
more enthusiasm in their work 
than ever before and that by ex. 
celling themselves everyday they 
will set the most eloquent exam, 
pie to the Army. 

I add r oss myself to the soldiers 
and remind them that they must 
not leave the posts entrusted to 
their defense by the Fatherland 
until death. The law will be in- 
exorable with those who do not 
carry out this sacred mandate. 
At the same time rewards and 
honors for all combatants who 
are worthy of them, from the 
first to the last, shall not be 
spared. 

For success in my task I count 
upon your obedience as soldiers 
to the orders of the Fatherland 
in clanger and upon the energy 
(ConlinuceTon page 4) 



• ini'- ;nu iiiiiiiim.iiiirm>imitii»i«miMiliiiilli»illiiiltmiiiiiiiiiiiliiMHiiiiiiii<imiiiiiiiiliii- IKHlIlllliiii.i .imi. ililiintiui.-: 

GENERAL Ml AJ A 

Commander-in-Chief of the Army in 
non-Catalan territorry 

At a cabinet meeting held on April 15, General Mio|a wai I 

| appointed the Commander-in-Chief of Armie. of the Center, le- I 

vante, Extremadura and Andalucia. 

The day after hi, appointment, the General made a radio I 
addres, to the people and to the Army, in which he announced | 
= "The Armies which from today come under my orders will conti- § 
nue the conduct marked by the 6th of November. We shall con- 1 
tinue the struggle like the good Spaniards of those doys. Those 1 
of us who truly love our Country will know how to defend it.” 1 
Two days later, Jesus Hernandez, ex-Minister of Public Instruc- 1 
tion, wjs appointed Commissar-General of the Army in non- | 
Catalan territory. (See page 2) He will work together with | 
General Miajo to defend against fascism that sector of Loyalist I 
Spain now under their complete command. 

'iiiimimniiimiiiniiiiiiiiiMiimiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiimiinmiiiiHHHiiiimmimmHiiuiiHiiiiiiiiiimiiimiiiiiiHiiimi iiimiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiriiii-iiH 





FRENTE POPULAR 




L! licroiYo teniente coronet En- 
rique Lister lia estado on Bar- 
celona nuns horns, procedciite del 
f rente, v lieinos qiieriilo conocer 
por el el sentimiento dc nuestros 
combat ic nlcs. 

a I or el freiitc vie Aragon, donde 
yo be actu.ido, nos ataeaban cua- 
tro Divisiones: • FI cell as Vegans 
• Mochas Azulcsa, #23 de Marzo» 
y «Littorio», quo sumarfan linos 
ochenta in II hombres, con gran- 
dts^ elementos de aviaeion, arti- 
lle.rfa y tanques. La Divisiou *Li- 
lt*>rio* cstaba compuesta lotal- 
meute por ilalianos, «Las Fle- 
chas» estaban mezeiados italia- 
nos y alemanes, pero toaos los 
m n lidos desde cabo elan total - 
niente italianos. Yo ereo que es- 
tas Divisiones liabrau tenido unas 
veiuticinco mil bajas, les iieinos 
capturado bastantes prisioneros, 
sexis tanques, ametralladoras y 
fusil-es-ametralladoras. 

El enetnigo hizo cn sus ata- 
xies un gran alarde de mate- 
rial de guerra, y desde que lo- 
gratnos contenerlo destruyo to- 
dos los pueblos de la retaguar- 
dia alejados del frente eon su 
aviaeion, pero sin lograr avan- 
ces y liaciendo nosotros di versos 
contra-ataques que les ban gos- 
tado inuchas bajas. E11 uno de 
estos ataques les cogimos diecio- 
clio fusiles-ametralladoras italia- 
nos marca «Breda». 

I. a infanterfa cnemiga es irniy 
mala y solo avanza sobre las rui- 
nas despues que su aviaeion y 
artillerfa lo ban destrufdo todo, 
pero liuye a la desbandada cuan- 
do se eneuentra con media doce- 
11a de soldados nuestros con un 
fusil-ametralladora. 

Yo creo que la ofensiva del 
enemigo ha acelerado la termina- 
tion de la guerra en nuestro fa- 
vor, porque ha demostrado que 
hay una cantidad enorme de re- 
servas en el pueblo que no habfan 
sido puestas en movimieuto, re- 
servas en material v en hombres. 

El hcclie que hayan llegado al 
mar no quiere decir que hayan 
ganado la guerra, porque nos- 
otros teneuios dentro del misino 
pais la cantidad de reservas ne- 
cesarias, en hombres principal- 
mentc, inientras que ellos log han 
de trncr del ex trail jero, y la gue- 
rra quieu la gana es el hoinbre y 
no el material. 

El material puede dar una o 
mas victorias, pero ineluso para 
sostvner el terreno eonquistado 
desputs de una devastacion hace 
falta el elemento hombre. Ann 
quedando cortada y dividida 
nuestra Espaiia en dos partes, nos 
quedan sufieictites recursos para 
seguir luchando. u 
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JESOS HERNANDEZ 

Commissar-6eneral of all Armies in the Non-Catalan Zone 



{ BRIGADE ACCEPTS PATRONAGE I 

I OF LOCAL FEDERATION OF U.G.T. | 

| To the comrades of the Local Federation of the | 

I U. G. T. — Barcelona. I 

f Esteemed comrades: 1 

| We receive with great joy your letter in which you | 

\ comunicatc your decision to assume patronage of our Bri | 
I gade. 1 

We esteem completely the value of your gesture and | 
1 accept it. It is further proof of the solidarity and the unity f 

I that exists between those who fight against fascism with a 
| rifle in the trenches and those who(, with the tool in hand, | 

I fight in the labor front. | 

I Our Brigade is the genuine representation of the Po« § 

| puiar Front of the world. In it are Britishers, Americans, | 

f Canadians, Cubans, Argentines, Catalans, Spaniards: men | 

I of all races and colors, men of 26 nations, and among all | 

1 of them there is only one thought, to destroy fascism . The f 

| unity among them is sealed by the blood sacrificed by f 

1 many of our best comrades. | 

| Our Brigade, which contributed its energies to the glo § 

§ rious days of the Popular Army at Jarama, Brunete, Bel. | 

i chite, Teruel and Segura de Baftos, and which at this mo~ f 

| meat is fighting on the Aragon front, pledges that as long f 

| as a drop of blood runs in our veins we shall continue the = 

1 struggle for the liberty and until complete liberation is won | 

| for the Catalan people. The day will arrive when with the 

| unity and the POWER OF ALL we shall annihilate tota* | 

| lly from the territory of Spain all those who want to ens. § 

| lave ns, of those who waut to deny us of our liberties which | 

| we hold so dear. | 

z In accordance with your wishes, this letter is accompa. | 

1 nied by a Delegation from our Brigade. These comrades | 

| represent our entire unity. They are men who have dis= | 

1 tinguished themselves in the defense of the Catalan people. | 

| They carry our affection and soilidarity to those who work 1 

| in our rearguard for the triumph over the Vivaders. f 

I Those consisting this Delegation are comrades from many 1 

i countries, such men as Mac Nash, British ; Lloyd Thomas, 1 

| American; Manuel Ramirez, Spanish; Bernard Wiebe, Ca= | 

| nadian; and Rafael Romero, Political Delegate of the Bri. | 

1 gade who heads the Delegation and represents our Commis. | 

| sariat. I 

| You offer us material help. We also extend our services | 

| to you. Our Delegation bears instructions and will discuss | 

| the whole matter with you. | 

| We invite and shall receive with all warmth a repre* | 

1 sentation of your Federation to a celebration which will | 

| be held in com mem oration of the advent of the Republic 1 

| on April 14, fn moments like these we shall be pleased to I 

| have with us a group who has taken such interest as to i 

1 assume our patronage. 1 

= In hoping for your visit we send from your brothers I 

| of the 1 5t h International Brigade to all directors and milb | 

1 tants of the Local f ederation our fraternal embraces. I 

| Commissar of War of the 15th Brigade I 

I (signed) JOIIS CAT US | 

WOMEN KEEP UP PRODUCTION 
AS MEN LEAVE SHOPS FOR FRONT 



Sell or Jimenez, Secretary of the 
Barcelona FY<b ration of the V. 
G. T., speaking of the mobiliza- 
tion of tjradi union members, 
said that then- is enormous en- 
thusiasm among t lu workers. On 
Aprj! j.. tie* first trade union vo- 
lunleei^ ret mited as a result, of 
t'fi O' ' . .. Tiiin ul’s appeal for m<>- 
i, me!! entered Anny barracks. 
X m the atmosphere that exists 
hops, it is expected that 
number of volunteers will in- 
east,- each day. The trade unions 
provide each volunteer with a 

blanket and boots, as well as 

the regulation Army dish, knife 
and fork. 

Everything is being done in 

oiderl v way. When the men de- 
part, their places are taken by 
'■men. The Institute f«a I In- 



Training of Women (El Institu- 
to de Keadutapcimi de la Mujer) 
cooperates with the Dade unions, 
and furnishes specialized factor) 
and office workers. Women are 
registering in the Institute for 
ttainiug in the most necessan 
branches of work with great en- 
thusiasm. 

As a result of this, production 
has not decreased with the depar- 
ture of the men for the front. 
Moreover, the workers in all fac- 
tories and places of work have 
voluntarily lengthened their hours 
of work. There are factories whe- 
re they now work io and 16 
hours daily. Such endeavours are 
made possible only by the firm 
resolve of all Spaniards to win 
the war. 



Jesus Hernandez Tomas was 
born in Espinardo, in the Province 
of Murcia, on February 19, 1907. 
He came cf a very humble origin. 
His parents were poor agricultural 
workers. When J esus was two years 
old the family moved to Bilbao. 
Four years later his father died, 
and the family was left with no 




one to support it. Life became 
very hard, and at the age of seven 
Jesus was f creed to go to work. He 
first sold candic s in the movie thea- 
tres, and then b.gan t6 work as a 
mason’s assistant. 

He began to think about the 
problems of the working class, and 
he came in contact with the trade 
union and political movement in 
Bilbao. At the age of twelve he 
entered a carriage workshop as a 
painter. Fie was only nine or ten 
when he entered the .Socialist 
Youth organization in Bilbao and 
in 1921 lie founded the Communist 
Youth in the same city. At the age 
of fourteen he was made secretary 
of the Carriage Workers trade 
union. 

Hernandez obtained his educa- 
tion with great difficulty, for he 
had learned only h ; s first letters 
at school. He jumped from primary 
school to ail extremely active poli- 
tical life. It was a period of great 
political education and ferment in 
Bilbao. From 1921 to 1923 Her- 
nandez underwent a great deal of 
political persecution. At the time 
of Primo de Rivera’s coup d’etat 
he was dapped into prison as a 
result of the part he ha<l played in 
the mining strike of the summer 



of 1923. His youthfulness alone 
saved him from being condemned 
to six years of imprisonmnent. 

From that time on Hernandez 
played an increasingly important 
part in the political and trade 
union movement. He was arrested 
on many occasions. In 1927 he was 
jailed on the charge cf conspiring 
against the state. He remained in 
prison in Madrid until a few months 
before the fall of the dictatorship, 
following his release he returned 
to Bilbao, where he was made the 
victim of a boycott imposed on 
him by the employers in his trade. 
Black listed. He was obliged to 
find work in another trade, and 
he became a house painter. 

He continued to cccupy impor- 
tant posts in his trade union. In 
March, 1930, on the occasion of the 
International Day fer the unem- 
ployed, he had to flee from Bilbao. 
But shortly afterwards he returned’ 

He was made a member cf the 
Political Bureau of the Communist 
Party, and later became director 
of the central organ of the Party, 
* Mundo Obrero » (The Worker’s 
World) in Madrid. In the summer 
of 1934 in *he Madrid Stadium, the 
Communist Party organized a great 
unity meeting with the Socialist 
Party. Before a huge assemblage 
Hernandez delivered one of his 
most notable addresses. 

In February 1936 he was elected 
deputy for Cordova. In September 
1936 he joined the Government as 
Minister of Education. In the Ne- 
grin Government, forint d in May, 
19 37, he assumed the portfolio of 
Health in addition to that cf Edu- 
cation. 

As Minister cf Education and 
Health, Hernandez had achieved 
a tremendous amount of work. He 
had spread education among thou- 
ands of people and had orga- 
nized colonies for refugee children 
whom fascism has forced to flee 
from their homes. He had organi- 
zed Workers’ Institutes, Research 
Centers, as well as National Coun- 
cils for Music and the Theatre, 
which have transformed these arts 
into real arts of the people. 

Now he has been appointed 
Commissar-General, cf the armies 
of the Center, Levante, Extrema- 
dura and Audalucia, The Spanish 
people heralds his appointment 
with joy and assurance that fas- 
cism will never dominate Spain. 



THESE WOMEN SAY: “Not a man in the rear who is fit for the front." 

Mobilization is going on at an unprecedented pace. 

ESTAS MUJERES GRITAN : ‘‘No debe quedar un solo hombre en la retaguardia 
oue sea apto para el frente.* 4 La movllizaclon se efectua rapldblmamente. 
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QUENCHING THEIR THIRST 
Calmando la sed 



"FIELD OF BONFIRES" 

Story of a Doctor’s Escape 



Doc J. D. hadn't been with us 
very long before we went into the 
hast action, and after it was over 
many of u> thought he’d never he 
with us again. C aptured ? Here’s 
what happened, in liis own wonL 

— We were driving along the 
highway to A. in the ambulance. 
There were about six of us in the 
car, including some ambulance or- 
derlies and S., who was acting as 
a runner. We approached a fork 
in the road. A few metres past this 
fork there was a hill. As we came 
up to it we could see machine- 
guns being set up. facing A., and 
a tank, and anti-tank guns. We 
stopped. Comrade S. went out to 
see whose troops they were. Im- 
mediately we recognised them as 
fascists — not Spanish, they were 
too tall — . and too blonde. They 
may have been Germans. Their 
blue uniforms were certainly not 
ours. They shouted to S. “Venga 
acjui !” — and little S. waved his 
arm and said “Espera un momen- 
to, nosotros volvcmos” and he 
hopped on to the step of the motor 
and shouted in to us to move on. 

Al, the chofer, streaked down 
the side road, someone took out a 
pistol — the machine-gun bullets 
and anti-tank shells passed us as 
if we were standing still. About 
four hundred metres down, the 
road ended at a house. We drove 
around the house and clamliered 
out. 

Bullets were trying to turn the 
corners of the house. We infiltra- 
ted across the field to some hills. 
Here I became separated from 
the others. 1 had to rest in a small 
gully. After about fifteen minutes 
they stopped sending bullets my 
way, hut kept on filling the house 
by which the car was parked with 
anti-tanks. About half an hour 
later they stopjied and I heard the 
car being driven away. I decided 
to wait there till dark. Late in the 
afternoon f saw in the distance a 
file of men walking along the rail- 
road track. I decided 1 would 
follow that course in the night. 

Ai<led by the bright moon, that 
night I made my way int* » A. 1 
came in by way of an alley, and 
I noticed that a gr oup of soldiers 
looked at me curiously a< I passed. 
7 walked l*y without hesitating 



The town seemed to be full of 
revelry, but at the same time pre- 
paiations were being made for the 
next morning. I saw light from a 
bar - I went into the bar. There 
I found dusters of young Reque- 
les — exceedingly young. I should 
say 1 7 or i 8 vears old. I didnt 
know exactly where I was. I wal- 
ked over to the owner, whom 1 
recognised as sucli by the custo- 
mary black corduroy trousers, and 
said to him “What town is this?” 

He told me where I was. And 
casually, with my hack to the 
groups, I asked (just to he sure) 
‘And what troops are these?” 

• Fascists*, he whispered. 

The hoys around the table were 
saying that our avion had given 
them hell today. 

I stood there for a minute and 
tien walked out. crossed the 
highway and walked in the shade 
of the olive trees. The fields were 
full of huge bonfires, around 
which lanky Moors were march- 
ing. dancing and yelling to the 
hi at of their drums. Passing one 
of these groups I heard a familiar 
phrase — a moor saying to a Spa- 
nish Rcquete “Manana mas”. The 
highway was filled with trucks 
and buses, beautiful buses, runn- 
ing on the road to C. I passed 
out of the noise and went far into 
the fields. 

The next morning 1 met a cam- 
) esino. I asked him where 1 could 
go. lie told me to follow him. not 
too closely. Wo walked aliout a 
kilometre, and then lie stopped. 
He pointed out a way for me. Tt 
was a difficult trail. Then when 
1 was at Hie* fool of o cliff I heard 
someone shout - ’’Compaiicro !” 

At the top were two peasants. 

1 walked up to them, and as I got 
to the top they said “Oh. our 
punishment for calling to you!” 
Down below was a patrol of six 
fascists. 

They were debating which wav 
to go when our avion appeared. 
They scattered, and we saw no 
more of them. The canipcsinos 
took me to lieir field house, fed 
me and hastened me on my way. 
\t M. I found our forces. Was I 
happy ! 

— Glad to see you Kick, doe ' 



LA BRIGADA ACEPTA EL APADRINA- 
I MIZNTO DE LA FEDERACltiN LOCAL 
I DE LA U. G. T. 



A los camaradas de la Federacion local de la 
U. G. T. — Barcelona 

Estimados camaradas : 

Recihimos con una gran alegria vuestra carta en la que 
1 nos comunicais vuestra decision de apadrinar nuestra Bri. 

§ gada. 

Estiinamos en todo la que vale vuestro gesto y io acep. 

| tamos; es una prueba mas de ba soWdaridad y de la 
union que existe entre los que luchan contra el fascismo 
con un fusil en las tricheras y los que con la herramienta 
en la mano luchan en el frente de trahajo. 

Nuestra Brigada es la genuina representacion de| Frente 
Popular del Mundo, en eila hay ingleses, Americanos, Ca> 

| rmdienses, Cuhanos, Argentinos, Catalanes, F.spaholes; horm 
| bres de todas ias razas y colores, hombres de 26 naciones, 

| en todos ellos no hay mas que un solo pensamiento, des. 

f *ronar al fascismo; la union entre ellos esta sellada con la 

| sangre derramada por muchos de nuestros mejores cama 
radas. 

Nuestra Brigada, que contrihuye con su esfuerzo a jor 
nadas tan gloriosas para el Ejercito Popular como Jarama, 

| Biunete, Belchite, Teruel y Segura de Baftos, y que en estus 
| momentos lucha ert el Frente de Aragon, promete que mien. 

| tras en nuestras venas corra una gota de sangre, seguiremos 

| luchando por la libertad del Pueblo Catalan, hasta su com. 

| pleta liberaciiM y dia llegara en que con la union y et 

| ESFUERZO DF. TODOS, en ei territorio de Espafta aniqui. 

i laremos totalmente a los que quieren esclavizarnos, a los 

| que quieren quitarnos las lihertades que nos son tan caras. 

De acuerdo con vuestros deseos, acompana a esta carta 
una Delegacion de esta Brigada, estos hombres llevan la 
representacion de todos los que componemos la unidad, ellos 
} son los hombres que mas se ban distinguido en la defensa 
del Pueblo Catalan y llevan hasta vosotros uuestro afecto, 
nuestra sofidaridad a los que trabajais en nuestra retaguar. 
dia por el triunfo sobre el invasor. 

En esta Delegacion van hombres de todos los paises, horn, 
bres que como. Mac Nash, ingles; Lloyd Thomas, ameri. 
cano; Manuel Ramirez, espartol; Bernard Wiebe. Canadian, 
se, v Rafael Romero, delegado politico de esta Brigada que 
va como Jefe de la Delegacion y como representante de este 
Comisariado. 

Nos ofreceis vuestro apoyo material; nosotros tambiln os 
fo ofrecenios, nuestra Delegacion (leva instrucciones en este 
senlido, tamhien os hahlara y recogera ias vuestras. 

Igualmtnte os decimos que recihiremos con todo carino 
a otra representacion de esa Federacion que bien pudiera 
sistir a la fiesta que en nuestra unidad se celebrara el 14 de 
Abril como tonmemoracion del advenimiento dc la Repu. 
blica y en esos momentos de alegria para todo antifascista 
no debe faltar entre nosotros la representacion de los que 
tan desinteresadamenlc nos npadrinau. 

En espera de vuestra visita recibir todos vosotros, diri. 
gentes > militantes de la Federacion Local un fraternal 
abrazo de vuestros hermanos de la 15 Brigada Internacional. 

por la 15 Brigada Intern.acional 
El Comisario de Brigada 

I oh. v ( ;.n /:s : - 
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TODAS LAS UNIDADES DE LAS B. I. CELE- 
BRAN EL ANIVERSARIQ DE LA REPUBLCA 




Eli todos los batallones do rc- 
serva de las Brigadas Interna- 
vionales v en los batallones en 
linea, so ha fostejado el aniver- 
sario de la Republica Espaiiola. 
Kn particular so. ha saludado a 
los nuevos Reclutas y a los mic- 
vos voluntarios que liaii ingresa- 
do en las Brigadas Internacio- 
nalcs. 

En estns manifestaciones hail 
hecho ti so dc la palahra Oficiales 
y Comisarios, asf como. el Comi- 
sario Inspector, Camarada Luigi 
Gallo. Ei M Astra de la Brigada 



■Garibaldi# ha tocado los liimnos 
Republicanos. 

En todas cstas reuniones sc 
ban ctiviado telegram as de salu- 
do al Presidente de la Republica 
y al Prcsideute del Gobiemo del 
Frente Popular. 

Todos los voluntarios, anti#- 
guos y nuevos, ban reafimiado 
una ve/. mas su itiqucbrantahlc 
vol unt.nl de luchar hasta la uL 
tinia gota de sangre para aplastar 
al fascismo y cellar del suelo pa- 
trio al invasor extranjefo. 
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THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 



ITALIANS FORCED 
TO VOLUNTEER 
SAYS PRISONER 

(iiovai »ii Fnuiiclo ,un Italian 
prisoner, conics from l’orto-X cne- 
ic, near Le Spezzic. He was a 
Sergeant Major of the •I'l.r.m- 
Throwing* MachimM inn Section 
of the *Littorio» Division when 
Ik was taken prisoner on April 
4th on the < •ainicsa-Tot tosa Road. 

Frunieto is 23 years oln ami 
belongs to tile regular Italian 
A liny. He does not belongs to 
the fascist party, for members of 
the regular Army have the right 
to choose whether they wish to 
join the fascist party or not. 

lie declared that the senior of- 
ficers in his barracks in Italy* as- 
ked for volunteers to go and fight 
in Spain and made an appeal 
stating that Italy had recognized 
bianco as the only legitimate go- 
vernment of Spain since the Re- 
publicans were nothing but a 
mixture of Russians and Frciich- 
liien who wished to convert Spain 
into a Soviet Republic, a tiling 
which the I)uce could not allow. 
The prisoner declared emphatica- 
lly that when volunteers are ca- 
lled for any mission, men are 
compelled to offer themselves, 
otherwise they could be punished 
in one way or another. 

before lie entered the army, 
Frunieto was studying to be a 
school teacher, but lack of eco- 
nomic means froced him to aban- 
don that career and to enlist in 
the regular army. 

In Italy fonetie propaganda is 
being carried on against the 
■reds*, llut, since he has been a 
prisoner in their hands, Frunieto 
realizes to the full how false this 
propaganda really is. 

A11 Italian newspaper entitled 
«I1 J.cgionario* is published daily 
in Saragossa. Formerly it was pu- 
blished in Salamanca. It is enti- 
rely in Italian and carries on a 
tremendous campaign of propa- 
ganda so as to prevent the ■vo- 
lunteers* from being taken pri- 
soners or from deserting to the 
Government lines, by telling 
them of the torture methods em- 
ployed by the «.rcds». 

All the Italians fighting in 
Spain are well aware of the Ita- 
lian defeat at (iuadal jara. The 
officers declare that the Garibal- 



di Division was comjiosed of <iueu 
of evil living*. 

Tile Italian officers have forbid- 
den everybody to speak to the 
( '.overnmeut prisoners. 

The Italian forces never fly the 
Franco flag and when they enter 
battle they produce small ban- 
ners with the colors of the Ita- 




lian flag. Recently this was for- 
bidden by the officers, but the 
Italian « volunteers* ]>ersist in 
wearing them. 

The prisoner confirms the exis- 
tence of Italian (carabinieri* in 
certain Spanish fascist cities, whe- 



re they do guard duty, while on 
the main roads there arc control 
posts maimed by Italian black- 
shirts. At all imjxutanl railway 
stations there is ail Italian con- 
trol and there are large notices 
with the following inscription, 
■Comamlo Mihtari di stazioue* . 

He confirms tlu- fact that no 
Italian soldier can k .vc the Pe- 
ninsula until the war is over. 

The l’halangists and Req vies 
are despised by the Italians be- 
cause they hate one another. 
When the>* talk to the legionaries 
the Phalangists say that the Re- 
q notes are traitors who want the 
King; and the R o* et- s sav that the 
l’halangists display a lot of uni- 
form and a lot of pistol, but that 
they never to any fighting. 



ASSAULT GUARDS VOLUN- 
TEER FOR THE FRONT 

In an interview recently, Se- 
uor Paulino Gomez Saiz, the Mi- 
nister of the Interior, stated that 
100 lieutenants, 50 captains and 
a number of senior officers belon- 
ging to the Assault Guards had 
volunteered to go to the front. 
The fact that their officer had 
been accepted, the Minister de- 
clared, was the best proof of the 
fact that there is perfect order 
in the rear. 



NEGRIN APPEALS 
JO PEOPLE’S ARMY 

(CcrUiiittid from page 1). 
ol your heroism for the triumph 
cl national inde]>eiuleiice which 
has been endangered by the trea- 
son of the rebels and the ambi- 
tions of two foreign powers. 

I have been with you at the 
flouts and I know you. That is 
why I trust that, in compliance 
with the commands of Spain, you 
will resist firmly ami valiantly. 
Soldiers, my confidence is comple- 
te. Through the sacrifices of today 




which you are calmly facing, one 
can already discern the victories 
of tomorrow. Just as you are, I 
am deeply convinced that we are 
going to win. There is only one 
way of achieving victory * by re^ 
listing. And you shall resist! In 
obedience not only to the voice 
of a man, but to the voice of our 
country which is sadly and an. 
grily clamoring for freedom 
which has been lost in rebel te- 
rritory and which is now threa- 
tened in the loyalist zone. This 
Vuul which bestowed upon us 
modesty and pride, vice and, vir- 
tue ; this land to which we were 
bound by our fathers and to 
which we offer our sons ; this 
generous laud which is invincible 
for those who try to humiliate 
it; this Fatherland of ours de 
mands its full independence, its 
unlimited sovereignty and the 
right to enjoy its freedom. It de- 
mands it from you and from me, 
soldier. From you and from me, 
who are its sons. Let the weapon, 
which is given to us to defend 
it not be surrendered until death. 

Officers, commissars and sol- 
diers of the Air, Sea and Land 
forces: An unbreakable order: Re- 
sist until death! One slogan: 
Victory. One cry: Long live 

Spain !» 




Jefes, Comisarios y Soldados del Ejtrcito Popular: 

T odos los espaflo/es se esfuerzan por superarse. 
Superaos tambi€n vosotros. 

Ni un palmo de tierra a / extrenjero. 

Con discip/fna rfgida, con capacitacidn concienzuda. con 
herofsmo inabatible, baced de nuestro ejercilo e / Ejercilo vie - 
forioso de una Espafia independiente, fibre y feliz. 

Dr. N EG PIN. President e 
del Come jo de Minh/ros . 

Idicionct <U1 Cornu anado d t la. Br ifda t InUrnoclonaUt 



TROUBLE FOR MOOCHO PINTER 



By Andy 




Another alarm? 

What’s up with you? 

I Alarma suena! 

;De la cama fuera! 



Every five minutes 
we’re « standing to* 

Cada cinco minutos preparados 
hay que estar, 
en caso de alarma tal. 



One of these days 
1 11 sleep right thru! 

lEn la pr6xima alarmita, 
me quedare en la camita! 



HIT!... 

(Trouble for Moocho Pinter). 

Y por hacer io que dijo, H 
las consecuencias maldijo. 
(Desgracias deun «mucho pints*. 
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